Public Comment Deadline: March 28, 2022
ASB Standard 079, Standard for Training in the use of Combined DNA Index System (CODIS)

Type of
Comment (E- . 3 A
# Section o { Comments Proposed Resolution Final Resolution
Editorial, T-
Technical)
78 General E knowledge-based or knowledge based; used inconsistently use hyphen or no hypen consistently throughout Accept Added hyphenin 4.4.1
May consider rewording as follows - This standard defines the minimum
requirements for training a forensic and/or DNA database analyst in the
. . . . qul . X I |‘g I / L ystl Accept with motifications. Added (casework and
. Statement needs expansion. Also, is the intent for only forensic casework analysts? understanding of legislative and laboratory policies and procedures for the
17 1 Substantive . ) ) ) X K i database) and changed 2nd sentence. Note:
There seems to be limited information from a database analyst perspective. development of profiles for entry into the COmbined DNA Index System (CODIS). . .
R L ) . changed defines to outlines to match STD 78.
This document excludes software training for CODIS users and required training
for CODIS administrators.
Many of the terms are a little off or incomplete, and the list is incomplete (e.g. CODIS, Accept with modification. Changed definition to
18 3 Substantive |CODIS administrator, CODIS core loci, etc.). Terms are used in the document but are not Consult NDIS Procedures for correct and complete definitions match NDIS procedures for "candidate match".
defined (e.g., indices). Changed "hit" to match OSAC Lexicon
Accept with modification. Changed definition to
2 31 E "association is identified" Awkward Either change to "that is" or simply removed "is" P " & X N
match NDIS procedures for "candidate match".
"CODIS i " Thet being defined is not Il ted at th
3 3.2 E s an acronym e_errn eing ae |n.e. !S notusually repeated at the Remove "CODIS is"; start with "An acronym..." Accept
beginning of the definition
57 3.2 E does FBI need to be spelled out? if so, spell out Reject, widely understood
May consider rewording as follows - An employee of a participating federal, state
19 33 Substantive Definition of CODIS administrator, as currently drafted would be applicable to casework | or local criminal justice agency responsible for administration and security of the Accept
: laboratories only and does not appear to be applicable to database laboratories laboratory's COIDS at a laboratory performing DNA on database, forensic and P
casework reference samples.
Suggest rearranging the definition: An employee of a participating federal, state
or local criminal justice agency with a laboratory performing DNA analysis on
forensic and casework reference samples who is responsible for the
58 33 E the definition is a little awkward administration and security of the laboratory’s CODIS; or An employee who is Accept with modification, see Comment #19
responsible for the administration and security of CODIS in a participating
federal, state or local criminal justice agency with a laboratory performing DNA
analysis on forensic and casework reference samples.
Edit this clause to state the following:
3.5 familial searching
13 35 T Familial searching is a strategy that extends a DNA index beyond the profiles in the An additional search of a DNA database conducted for the intended purpose of Accept with modification. Definition revised for
: database. The definition should make that fundamental aspect of this method clear. [using the profile of an individual in the database to] potentially identifying [the clarification.
profile of] close biological relatives[, whose profiles are not present in the DNA
database,] to the unknown forensic profile obtained from crime scene evidence.
. ) ) perhaps rephrase by inserting "source" to say: "...relatives of the source of the Accept with modification. Definition revised for
59 3.5 E one can't be a relative to a DNA profile M L
unknown... clarification.
erhaps add "(e.g.,...)" with some examples to assist individuals unfamiliar with
60 3.8 E if may be helpful to include some examples P P (e8.-) p. Accept
CODIS lingo
Either delete (is there anything here any lab using CODIS would not need to
know? Do some labs only do offender samples and not casework?) or reword to
14 a1 T The statement, "Based upon the laboratory procedures, some of the requirements in be clearer, i.e. " The laboratory's training program for the use of CODIS shall Accept

this section may be omitted from the training program" is vaguely worded.

include all requirements applicable to the work conducted by the laboratory and
by the individual in training." (I borrowed and modified that language from
Standard 022 4.2.2.)




Type of

Comment (E-
# Section o { Comments Proposed Resolution Final Resolution
Editorial, T-
Technical)
41 4.1 E Section 4.1 is different than in previously ASB published training standards. Make this section as consistent as possible with other training standards. Accept, added wording similar to standard 023
49 4.1 E This section does not match 4.1 in previously published training standards. Make all sections consistent throughout all training standards. Accept
Accept with modification " The laboratory's trainin,
This statement only covers aspects of CODIS that are not relevant to the laboratory but | suggest replacing with "Some of the requirements in this standard may not apply prwi ) heatt ) M . ining
. . . . . . R . . e L . . program shall include all requirements applicable to
61 4.1 E should also include portions that the analyst is not being trained in. More inclusive depending on the specific applications of CODIS in the DNA testing laboratory
. ) . " the work conducted by the laboratory and by the
language is suggested. and/or the use of CODIS by the analyst being trained. L i o
individual in training.
. L . . . L Accept with modification, the standard was made
This section is missing a paragraph that was in previously ASB published trainin
42 421 E : fon {5 missing a paragrap standv:rdsl previously publt ining Make this section as consistent as possible with other training standards. consistent with published standards to the extent
i possible
50 4.2.1 E There should be a colon after 'following' instead of a period. Replace period with a colon. Accept
suggest changing to something like "all of the validation studies relied upon b
This probably needs more clarity for the laboratory and any auditor such that the ues sing ing i vall X : Y '_ led up Y Reject, the working group feel that c. plus d. covers
62 4.2.1¢) E . . . X the laboratory to support the development of the interpretation protocol and X .
laboratory must define the "relevant" validation studies. X ) i N the same requirements succinctly
methods used to determine the profile to be entered into CODIS'
Accept with modification, do not understand the
" W . comment. Possibly links in document that did not
4 4.2.2 E ERROR...." (twice) Fix errors "
work? Identified and changed to: "4.2.2.1 though
4.2.2.9"in4.2.2
Genetic privacy, software security, and confidentiality are important factors in
nderstanding how CODIS works. Presumably much of this would be discussed under Add requirements under knowledge based training to include (or emphasize
15 422 T “ ng how DD W umably mu s wou scussed u a s une Cge bas & {or emphasize) Accept with modification t0 4.2.2.1
knowledge based training of fed/state enabling statutes but perhaps should be genetic privacy, confidentiality, and software security.
highlighted?
Accept with modification, do not understand the
What information is covered in the errors mentioned - "Error! Reference source not . . . comment. Possibly links in document that did not
23 4.2.2 E " Review and insert missing text. e "
found. work? Identified and changed to: "4.2.2.1 though
4.2.29"in4.2.2
Accept with modification, do not understand the
comment. Possibly links in document that did not
43 4.2.2 E Remove Errors and replace with numbers Replace Errors with 4.2.2.1 through 4.2.2.10 . oyl : . N :
work? Identified and changed to: "4.2.2.1 though
4.2.29"in4.2.2
4.2.2 Thek ledge-based traini t of the laboratory’s traini
€ Knowledge-based training component ot the faboratory's training Accept with modification, do not understand the
program shall comment. Possibly links in document that did not
48 4.2.2 E Replace "Error! Reference source not found." provide the trainee with a basic understanding of CODIS to include, at minimum, o Y N
the following work? Identified and changed to: "4.2.2.1 though
wi
4.2.29"in4.2.2
topics in 4.2.2.1 through 4.2.2.10 '
Accept with modification, do not understand the
comment. Possibly links in document that did not
51 4.2.2 E missing numbers Replace "error! Reference source not found" with 4.2.2.1 through 4.2.2.10 . oly : . N :
work? Identified and changed to: "4.2.2.1 though
4.2.29"in4.2.2
422 4.2.2 clearly states that the sections below (4.2.2.1, etc.) shall be included at a Accept with modifications, the "shall" in 4.2.2
5 thl’Ol:I .hout E minimum. So it doesn't seem necessary to start each (4.2.2.2, 4.2.2.3....) with "The Remove "The training program shall include" from these sections applies to the full section, so the introductory
8 training program shall include" statement was removed where appropriate.
52 4221 E Redundant - covered in 4.2.2.2 Remove 4.2.2.1 Accept




Type of

Comment (E-
# Section o { Comments Proposed Resolution Final Resolution
Editorial, T-
Technical)
a) could modify 4.2.2 to say "instruction and basic understanding..."; b) delete
63| 4.2.2,42.2.2 Now 4.2.2.1 E could delete unnecessary language in 4.2.2.2 already covered in 4.2.2 from 4.2.2.2 the first part of the statement and start with "CODIS structure..."; c) Accept with modifications
put comma after ownership
6 4.2.2.2 Now 4.2.2.1 E Use of "and" Awkward change to "responsibilities, ownership, and relevant laws and guidelines" Accept
Memorandum of Understanding for Participation in the National DNA Inde:
27 | 4.2.2.2(a)(2) Now 4.2.2.1 E Incorrect reference Y ing Clpation | : X Accept
System
erhaps insert "current” to ensure instruction in the correct version rather than
65(4.2.2.2a3)&4)| Now4.2.2.1 E P psi Y u' ! ) uetl . ! verst suggest inserting "current" Reject, "current" is implied
historical versions
local legislation is not recognized for the collection or databasing of DNA X . . -
o . o Reject, "if applicable" included to cover local
28 4.2.2.2(c) Now 4.2.2.1 E Incorrect reference samples, please see definition of applicable legal authorities in the NDIS situations
Operational Procedures Manual
20 4223 Now 4.2.2.2 E MRE is Match Rarity Estimate, not Estimator; same for MME Edit to correct term Accept
70 42238& Now4.2.2.2 £ it is unclear why these are sep?rate_d as they seer_n mostly duplicative - can they be combine if possible for clarity Accept with modification, deleted 4.2.2.5, modified
4.2.2.5 combined into one requirement? 4.2.2.3
M id di follows: th ired ber of CODIS loci
24 4.2.2.3a) Now 4.2.2.2 E There may be different requirements for the number of CODIS core loci at SDIS/LDIS ay consider rewording as foflows: the rec?u.lre numbero core loctper Accept with modification to 4.2.2.3
LDIS, SDIS and/or NDIS policies and procedures
dd "f teri file into th ious levels of CODIS" th iat
66 4.2.2.3a) Now 4.2.2.2 E unclear if this is referring to the core loci or requirements for uploading a profile a or entering a protile Into e_va.rlous CVels o orotherappropriate Accept with modification to 4.2.2.3
clarifying language
Refer to NDIS Procedures for eligibility or consider rewording as follows - sample
25 42.2.3b) Now4.2.2.2 substantive Requires more that just sample ori_giln -_eligibility is de;_)endent on the crime, the crime origin (e.g:, case s?er?aric.), specimen category, Iin_k to putative Perp.etrator, Accept
scene sample and it's link to the putative perpetrator. request/testing of elimination samples, as appropriate for forensic crime scene
samples and specimen category for database samples)
le t hould b laced with i t hich is defined i
29 4.2.2.3(b) Now 4.2.2.2 E Incorrect reference sample type should be replaced wi s_peamen category, which Is detined in Accept
Section 3
67 4.2.2.3¢) Now 4.2.2.2 E add descriptive word for clarity perhaps add "use of the" at the beginning Accept with modification
Accept with modification. No existing definition
available. "which are formula used to estimate the
7 4.2.2.3c Now 4.2.2.2 E MRE/MME Define these in section 3? number of matches expected to be returned from a
search of CODIS;" added to the section for
clarification.
68 4.2.2.3¢) Now 4.2.2.2 E could add "as applicable" for clarity could add "as applicable" for clarity Accept
Now 4.2.2.2 the introduction at 4.2.2 states the training program shall provide training on the
64 14.2.2.3-4.2.2.10 W E ! uet . K Ining prog provi ining Delete "the training program shall include instruction on" from each statement Accept
and 4.2.2.X following topics. Not necessary to repeat for each subnumber
8 4.2.2.4 Now 4.2.2.3 E "DNA Records" (CAPS) change to "DNA records" Accept
30 4224 Now 4.2.2.3 E DNA Records should be "DNA records" It may be helpful to include a definition of DNA record in Section 3 Accept
Include instruction on minimum data requirements for entry and upload of DNA records ) - . . Reject, covered under 4.2.2.3 4.2.2.5 was removed
. o . N " " . Should include the minimum requirements for DNA record entry and upload if i .
31 4224 Now 4.2.2.3 E in CODIS and NDIS - it's not clear if the reference to "specific parameters" in Section " - " as being duplicate based on another comment
L . not covered by the "specific parameter" reference.
4.2.2.5 is intended to capture this. (Comment 37)
M id di foll - partial | fil let
26 4.2.2.4¢) Now 4.2.2.3 E Add reference to obligate alleles ay consider rewor !ng as toflows pe_lr a ocus/pro_l © V(_ersus compiete Accept
locus/profile and use of obligate allele designations
69 42240 Now4.2.2.3 £ locus and profile are two different things- use of_ slash is probably not appropriate; also suggestion: Presence of partial profile due to possible allele drop out and/or Accept
needs a descriptor locus drop out
32 4225 £ Replace 'sample type' which is not defined with "specimen category" which is defined in| Replace 'sample type' which is not defined with "specimen category" which is 4.2.2.5 was removed as being duplicate based on
T Section 3. defined in Section 3. another comment (Comment 37)
33 4296 Now4.2.2.4 £ The references to "the different sear_ches, the ir\(_iext_es that search each other" may need| May wish to consider rewording as "the vario%Js searches for forensic and missing Accept
additional clarification. person databases, authorized searches..."
9 4228 Now 4.2.2.6 E comma after "legislation" add comma ("...legislation, and instruction...) Accept




Type of

Comment (E- . 3 A
# Section o { Comments Proposed Resolution Final Resolution
Editorial, T-
Technical)
It b iate to include the "if applicable" at the beginning of th M ish t id di follows: "If applicable, the traini
may be r’_nc_Jre appropria (_e c? include the "if app |.ca e E-l- e eglr_mlng of the ay WIS o consider rewor_ ing as o. _ows an |_ca e, the ra|n|r.1g program Accept with modification, rewrote sentence for
34 4.2.2.8 Now 4.2.2.6 E sentence. Additionally, the majority of states performing familial searching do not have | shall include an understanding of familial searching in accordance with relevant clarit
state legislation on the subject. law and specific laboratory protocols." ¥
7112228 4229 Now 4.2.2.6 £ it is unclear why the word "understanding" is used here since a program cannot include | use language consistent with the other requirements (e.g., provide training and | Accept, replaced "understanding" with "use of" in
e and 4.2.2.7 an understanding; also unclear how one would audit "for understanding" instruction in) 4.2.2.8. Removed "understanding" in 4.2.2.9.
10 4229 Now 4.2.2.7 E comma after "robust search," change comma to semi-colon, to be consistent Accept
May consider rewording as follows - The training program shall include an
understanding of the types of samples and references that should be obtained in
missing persons cases; the number of loci and quality of data to be used in
missing persons cases; the inclusion of second technology requirements to Accept with modifcation. "the applicaation of
21 4229 Now 4.2.2.7 E Add kinship for missing person cases ) e p o gy_ q_ ) P . _" p_p
provide the most robust search, what indices are searched in missing persons kinship analysis" added as item g)
cases; what a pedigree tree is and the samples that are required to generate a
pedigree tree; the differences between matches and associations in missing
persons cases; and the application of kinship analysis.
May wish to consider rewording as follows: The training program shall include an
nderstanding of the number of reference samples that should be obtained in
l,J i ing Y i p‘ Y R : . I, Accept with modifcation. 4.2.2.4, 4.2.2.5 and
. missing person cases; the number of loci and quality of data to be used in missing ) N .
35 4229 Now 4.2.2.7 E Reword for clarity ) o . o 4.2.2.6 (revised section numbers) also modified for
persons cases; the necessity for additional technologies; what indices may be . K
. . clarity and consistency
searched; the use of a pedigree tree and the samples required; and the
differences in terminology used in missing person cases.
May consider rewording as follows - The training program shall include
instruction on the functionality of POPSTATS and the manner in which the Accept with modification, section deleted, but
22 4.2.2.10 E Add kinship for missing person cases laboratory uses it to generate match statistics (or other statistical estimates such | kinship analysis added to new section 4.2.2.4 a) and
as kinship analysis for missing persons), including the allele frequencies and 4.2.2.78).
statistical formulae applied.
Accept with modification. Section Deleted. Popstats
72 4.2.2.10 E POPSTATS is not in caps in the definition but is in this requirement use caps in both places for consistency P ] X . P
fixed in other locations
This requirement is for generating statistical values using POPSTATS; seems this . . i e .
N q . 8 8 K L. 8 L remove this requirement to Standard 081 (could add to Scope or Foreword that | Accept with modification. Section Deleted. Popstats
73 4.2.2.10 T requirement is misplaced and should be in the training standard for statistical ) . ) ) )
X this document does not cover use of POPSTATS in CODIS) fixed in other locations
calculations
Looking for clarification regarding applying this standard and creating training in labs
. & . g & app y_ J & g Should there be a clear difference in training requirements for staff who routinely| Reject, scope was edited to clarify this document is
143,431,433 Clarification who have specific staff as CODIS adminstrators, rather than staff who carry dual . A | -
L submit samples to CODIS rather than doing searching, uploads etc? for CODIS users, not Administrators
responsibility of CODIS/DNA analyst.
11 431 E comma after "at minimum" change to ...at minimum, the.... Accept
12 431 E "through 4.2.3" Fix: there is no 4.2.3 Accept
May wish to consider rewording as follows: "The practical component of the
laboratory's training program shall provide the trainee with sufficient practical
36 4.3.1 E Reword for clarity instruction for the trainee to obtain the skills for the use of CODIS by the Accept with modification, references removed
laboratory to include, at a minimum, the components in Section 4.2.2. and its
subsections."
44 431 E Numbers not correct for 4.2.2 and 4.2.3 Replace with 4.3.2 through 4.3.3 Accept with modification, references removed
53 431 E Typos "4.2.2 through 4.2.3" Change to "4.3.2 through 4.3.3" Accept with modification, references removed
74 431 E "by the laboratory" is uneccessary in this statement (and confusing in context) delete "by the laboratory" Accept




Type of

Comment (E- . 3 A
# Section o { Comments Proposed Resolution Final Resolution
Editorial, T-
Technical)
75 431 E incorrect subnumbers included correct subnumbers (4.3.2, 4.3.3) Accept with modification, references removed
45 4.3.2 E The Note is not used in previously published ASB training standards. Make this section as consistent as possible with other training standards. Accept
54 4.3.2 E This note is not listed as a note in other published training standards. Make consistent throughout all training standards. Accept
Suggest changing to "the use of the protocol..." or "the application of the protocol
76 432 E It's unclear how a protocol can be observed and this requirement monitored in an audit ee ging N P o PP P Accept with modification, sentence rewritten
to DNA data..." or some similar language
the extent of work in DNA casework is not the relevant factor here; it's what the analyst - W " .
77 433 E X ; ) change "in DNA casework" to "in the use of CODIS" or other appropriate language Accept
will be doing regarding the use of CODIS
The competency test should be performed on sample(s) representative of the range,
type, complexity encountered in casework. Standard 022, 4.3.2(a)(2) does contain a N . ) .
. R , . Add language: "Practical competency tests shall include samples representative
16 4.4 T requirement that a practical test on a lab's analytical procedure be performed on ) _ N Accept, added to 4.4.3
X X R of the range, type, and complexity typically analyzed by the laboratory.
samples representative of the range, type, and complexity typically analyzed by the lab
but that requirement is important enough to be repeated here.
37 441 E missing a dash between knowledge and based and wording is duplicated "knowledge-based" and delete the second "shall meet" Accept
55 441 E Missing title of document for ASB 022 Add "Standard for Forensic Training DNA Analysis Training Programs" Accept
delete "by the laboratory"; confusing since the use by the analyst should be tested; .
79 441 E v y_ _ 8 Y v delete "by the laboratory" (or substitute "analyst" for "laboratory") Accept
impossible to test the laboratory
80 441 E extra words present delete repeated words Accept
May wish to consider rewording as follows: "The trainee shall successfully
complete a knowledge-based test covering the critical information obtained
38 4.4.2 E Reword for clarity during the training on the use of CODIS. The format of the test(s) shall be at the Accept
discretion of the DNA technical leader or comparable authority. The test(s) shall
cover, at a minimum, the topics outlined i Section 4.2 and its subsections."
46 4.4.2 E 4.12 shoud be 4.2 Replace 4.12 with 4.2 Accept
Reject, we believe it is cleaner to refer 4.2 and its
47 4.4.2 E This section is different than in previously ASB published training standards. Make this section as consistent as possible with other training standards. ) R . X
subsections rather than repeat the list again
Reject, we believe it is cleaner to refer 4.2 and its
56 4.4.2 E This section does not match previously published training standards. Make all sections consistent throughout all training standards. ! . . .
subsections rather than repeat the list again
39| Bibliography E Capitalization of T in Technical leader is not used in earlier section DNA technical leader Accept
Reject, references not directly applicable to trainin,
81| Bibliography E this document relies heavily on validation studies and protocol suggest adding Standard 018, 020 and 040 to the Bibliography ) in CODI\; PP 8
i
40 |Bibliography (3) E Correct reference by removing ":" National DNA Index System (NDIS) Operational Procedures Manual Accept

47

4.4

Comment made
on Std 091, and
made across the
series of
documents.

This section shoud require that the criteria for passing a competnency test be
documented and established in advance.

Add a requirement that the criteria for passing should be documented and
established in advance.

Accept, requirements added to 4.4.1 for all training
standards
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Document Title: Standard for Training in the use of Combined DNA Index System (CODIS)

Type of
. Comment (E- . . .
# Section . Comments Proposed Resolution Final Resolution
Editorial, T-
Technical)
Forward £ The aim is to provide a framework for quality training that will The aim is to provide a framework for quality training resulting in Accent
result in consistency in the forensic DNA community. consistency within a laboratory and in the forensic DNA community. P
. . This standard outlines the minimum requirements to be metin a
Scope E consistency across training documents . Accept
training program for...
1 3.2 E space between 'An' and 'acronym' needed An acronym' Accept
SDIS Definition does not include offender profiles being stored at L . accept with modification, deleted "containing DNA offender profiles
3 3.2 T Include offender profiles in definition of SDIS o
SDIS from LDIS laboratories
. . . . N _— N Accept with modification. Spacing issue fixed, now reads "An
10 3.2 E There is a typo in the redlined portion. Correct the typo: "Anacronym" to "Acronym. Acronym”
15 3.3 E “And “in last line should be "or". See comment Reject, a laboratory could analyze all types
the phrasing is awkward for this definition. Recommend deletin
"p & ; e . & delete "unknown" and "profiles from" (or otherwise modify the
unknown" and "profiles from" since the words do not add - N . .
. L R X definition to say "An additional search in a DNA database of a
3.5 E meaning to the definition and adds a level of confusion since the X . o X R . Accept
- " " . forensic profile from an unknown individual to identify potential
profile is certainly "known" but the source is unknown and a . X o
Lo . . . " biological relatives ")
relative is being potentially identified, not the profile
After “investigation” it should read, “where one or more of the
16 3.6 E The grammar is incorrect.. g i R i Y Reject, used definition from NDIS procedures manual
case(s) involved in the'1'1match is (are) unsolved”.
Grammar - it is ok to end sentences with a preosition sometimes Suggested rewording: "The classification assigned to a DNA record
17 3.8 E . prep " | that designates the indices in which the DNA record will be stored Accept
but not in this instance. R . A
and searched (e.g., convicted offender or forensic unknown).
ANSI/ASB Standard 022,
StandardforForensicDNAAnalysisTrainingPrograms shall be used in
. conjunction with this document. ANSI/ASB Standard 022 provides . L . -
2 4.1 E Separate into two sentences and remove the because R . . . Reject, wording is consistent across all the training standards
the foundational training program requirements upon which
additional specific requirements, such as this document, will be
based.
literature on the effects of cognitive bias in decision-makin,
4.2.1 G added for consistency across all training documents R ) 8 . ] X & accept
processes associated with forensic DNA reporting and review.
422 £ there is no 4.2.2.8 or 9 deleted and gnded sen-tence with "Athe following topics." for Accept
consistency with other training documents
should "topics" be after "the following"? it doesn't read correctly R .
L e ) ) move "topics" to the end of the statement or simply delete the . L . N
4221 E where it is; the word "topics" is used in 4.2.2 and thus applies to all word Accept with modification, changed to "including:
subsections so unnecessary to repeat
delete "topics" - unnecessary and reads awkwardly; the word
4.2.2.2-42.2.7 E e p . v R v . delete "topics" Accept with modification, changed to "including:"
topics" is used in 4.2.2 and thus applies to all subsections
Phrase "indexes searched" is used in references to NDIS search
4 4.2.2.4d) E "indexes that search each other" - confusing terminology Accept

parameters




Type of

Comment (E-
# Section o { Comments Proposed Resolution Final Resolution
Editorial, T-
Technical)
No mention of "loci searched / not searched" in search parameters
5 4224 T /section P Include loci are searched / not searched as a search parameter Accept with modification, added to e) "loci searched"
6 4225 T Evaluation of CandidaFe l\/-latche-s - no mention of hit dispositions or Include CODIS metrics in this section Accept, added to a) "Ma-naging CQDIS metrici (ie., hit dispositions
Investigations Aided (CODIS metrics) and investigations aided)
4.2.2.5(a) indicates appropriately that training in the evaluation of
candidate matches must include "potential for mismatches." Either revise section 4.2.2.5(a) or add a subsection noting the need Accept with modification, WG was unclear what commmentor
11 4.2.2.5 T However, it does not say explicitly that this this must include for training in the statistical analysis of mismatch likelihoods using [ meant - WG reached out to commenter. "Language was changed to
statistical differences in the likelihood of mismatches when database searches. "evaluation of mismatches" in 4.2.2.5c.
candidate matches are derived from a database search.
Add 'Partial Match' as a possible topic to cover, along with Familial
7 4.2.2.6 T No mention of Partial Match P Searc’; g Accept with modification, 4.2.2.5 b) and c) added
does the topic in a) need to be split into a) and b) to meet ASB a) the specific laboratory protocol; b) any state legislation, as ) . o
4.2.2.6 E P ) . Ap ) ) ) P vPp . Jany g Accept with modification, split into a) and b)
guidelines? applicable
Many labs to not have Missing Person / Pedigree Tree programs;
8 4.2.2.7 T v g L / g prog Make these sections 'as applicable’ Accept, added "as applicable" to 4.2.2.6 and 4.2.2.7
same for (g) Kinship Analysis
the word "technologies" probably covers mtDNA sequencing and
422.70) T NGS but no other test assays such as Y STRs or the use of miniSTRs, |suggest adding "tests" - to read: the necessity for additional tests or Accent
T or Rapid DNA,; suggest expanding options to be more inclusive of technologies P
available test assays
Begins with “the differences” but the rest of the sentence does not
0 on to indicate both categories or groups these differences are Suggested rewording: "f) the differences in terminology used in
18 4.22.7f E 8 g i g i P €8 L. g: ") L g"y Accept with modification, deleted "the differences in"
relevant to/observed between-- it only gives half of what should be missing person cases compared with [insert].
there.
Reject: This document is only for those using CODIS, so the
Practical Training and Practical Competency may not be appropriate roposed revision would not apply to those using this document.
9 43and4.4.3 E & P ¥ may ; pprop Make these sections 'where applicable' or optional prop ) — PP . &
at databank labs where analysts do not work in CODIS As stated in 4.3.3 "trainee’s job responsibilities and the extent to
which the trainee will participate in the use of CODIS."
Suggested rewording: "If the practical instruction for the trainee to
Sentence does not stand alone in context of this section and lacks gg. R 8 P K
specificity. Also, is the intention either/or? In other words, if the obtain the skills for the use of CODIS clearly is not understood as a
F_) o . ) ) C result of 4.3.1, the trainee will then be presented with exercises Reject with modification: 4.3.2 was modified to clarify that both
12 4.3. E trainees requires only one observation of an experienced examiner

in order to obtain the skills for the use of CODIS, will 4.3.2 not be
required?

representative of the range, type, and complexity of routine
casework or database samples processed by the laboratory, as an
additional training option."

4.3.2 and 4.3.3 are required.




Type of

# Section Con'fmmt.ant U= Comments Proposed Resolution Final Resolution
Editorial, T-
Technical)
A single observation is not enough to accomplish goals. There
should be some way to determine whether the observing analyst Suggested rewording: "4.3.1 The practical component of the
had observed the process enough times to understand it (a test or laboratory's training program shall provide the trainee with
similar). It appears that 4.3.2 is intending to qualify this by saying [ sufficient practical instruction for the trainee to obtain the skills for
there must be enough observations completed by trainees to  |the use of CODIS. The practical portion of the training program shall| Reject with modification: 4.3.2 was modified to clarify that both
19 4.3.2 E/T ensure that procedure is clearly understood. If this is the case, it include the observation of a trained analyst performing the 4.3.2 and 4.3.3 are required. The grading component is covered in
should not be a separate section--it should continue the last processes until the protocols are clearly understood for situations section 4.4.
sentence in 4.3.1 and the following sections should be re- representative of the range, type, and complexity of routine
numbered. Also, a word or words should be inserted after until casewrk or databaase samples processed by the laboratory, as
since “the protocols” was removed (or perhaps reinsert the words demonstrated by a graded test of this knowledge." or similar.
"the protocols").
the statement at 4.3.2 seems to be a continuation of 4.3.1 rather . . Reject with modification: 4.3.2 was modified to clarify that both
4.3.2 E ) recommend deleting the numbers 4.3.2, and changing 4.3.3 t0 4.3.2 R
than a separate requirement 4.3.2 and 4.3.3 are required.
Either require all training steps, or delineate clearly what the
13 433, £ Either/or logic from 4.3.1 - 4.3.3. unclear. Is the minimum observing minimum requirement is and how it is determined whether a Reject with modification: 4.3.2 was modified to clarify that both
an experienced examiner (4.3.1) or hands on exercises (4.3.2)? [trainee needs additional training (and what specifically that training 4.3.2 and 4.3.3 are required.
is/should be).
. Suggest rewordlng: "The trainee shall demonstrate knoyvledge Reject: The recommended modification does not provide additional
14 4.4.1 E The sentence structure needs to be edited. based and practical competency in the use of CODIS via the . )
o clarification to the section.
competency component of the laboratory’s training program."
Accept with modification: "of" revised to "on" to clarify the intent
Suggested rewording: "The trainee shall successfully complete a of the sentence.
20 4.4.2 E “Training of” grammar knowledge-based test covering the critical information obtained
during the training session addressing the use of CODIS." or similar.| 4.4.2 modified for consistency across all training documents in
repsonse to a comment for standard 78
4.4.3 modified for consistency across all training documents in
443 repsonse to a comment for standard 78. sentence structure edited

for consistency across all training documents.
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Type of
Comment Text Line # (s) Docur.nent 7Com_mer_|t Current Document Wording Proposed Revision Revision Justification
# Section E-Editorial
T-Technical
training in searches of elimination databases is routinely
1 General T used an.d %hmfld be part of training; howe.vel.', notall of Reject: Outside the scope of this document
these elimination databases are housed within CODIS. Is
this why it's left off this document?
. R L we voted to delete minimum from the Scope; should also
2 Foreword E minimum requirements delete "minimum" Accept
be deleted from the Foreword
3 3 Scope E to for delete "to" extra word Accept
4 34 Scope £ "for forensic DNA laboratory’s..." and "in the use of add "a" or "the" between "for" and "forensic" and add articles are missing that help with the readibility of the Accept
! Combined DNA Index...) "the" before "Combined" Scope
1) grammar error (to AND for); perhaps use "for a forensic
DNA ...." 2) re-add word "minimum" (I have noticed that it
This standard provides the requirements to for forensic 1) state" This standard provides the requirements fora | has been deleted in some other standards--is this a policy?) Accept with modification: 1) accepted, 2) it has been
5 1 Scope T DNA laboratory’s training program (casework and database)| forensic DNA laboratory’s training program..." 2) re-add It is important to underscore these are minimum previously decided to remove the word minimum for
in... word minimum requirements as a lab may wish to implement even more consistency
rigorous requirements and should not be 'discouraged’
from doing so
This standard provides the requirements for a forensic DNA
6 Scope E sentence unclear L Accept
laboratory's training program...
7 3 £ Add comma for clarity and consistency (line 22) ...used at the state I.evel to serve as a state’s DNA database, Accept
and the National DNA Index System (NDIS)...
8 3 E Add comma for clarity and consistency (line 29) perf.ormmg DNA analysis on Accept
database, forensic, and casework reference samples.
An employee of a participating federal, state or local Ane_mpﬁ;yeTF?Wg federal, state?ﬁﬁl
criminal justice agency responsible for criminal justice agency responsible for In order to be a CODIS administrator, you don't have to be Accept with modification: changed sentence to replace
9 33 E administration and security of the laboratory’s CODIS at a | administration and security of the laboratory’s CODIS at a | at a lab that does all three (db, cw, and reference samples). e w
laboratory performing DNA analysis on laboratory performing DNA analysis (i.e. This is how this currently reads. and” with "or
database, forensic and casework reference samples database, forensic, casework reference samples)
...request/testing of elimination samples, as appropriate for
10 4 E Add comma for clarity and consistency (line 86) forensic crime scene samples, and specimen category for Accept
database samples);
Elimination databases are a critical component of CODIS
414243 Addition of requirements (and subrequirements as needed) | searches in casework laboratories. It seems knowledge and
11 ’ 4.4' ’ T none regarding the knowledge, understanding, training and practical experience, etc. regarding its use should be Reject: Outside the scope of this document
competency in the use of elimination databases included in this standard. Or was this purposefully left off
for some reason?
we voted to delete minimum from the Scope; should also
12 57 4.2.1 E at a minimum delete "at a minimum" be deleted here; if the requirement is met, it's irrelevant if Accept
there is more that was required in their program
we voted to delete minimum from the Scope; should also
13 68 4.2.2 E at a minimum delete "at a minimum" be deleted here; if the requirement is met, it's irrelevant if Accept
there is more that was required in their program
this should be added so that the trainee knows that a
14 4224 requirements for relatives of missing persons signed consent form and the missing person metadata Reject: Covered under 4.2.1
information is required/needed
we voted to delete minimum from the Scope; should also
15 128 4.3.2 E at a minimum delete "at a minimum" be deleted here; if the requirement is met, it's irrelevant if Accept
there is more that was required in their program
we voted to delete minimum from the Scope; should also
16 132 4.3.3 E at a minimum delete "at a minimum" be deleted here; if the requirement is met, it's irrelevant if Accept
there is more that was required in their program
AT@ INIMum, the practicar portion of the Traimimg program
At a minimum, the practical portion of the training program shall include hands-on
shall include hands-on exercises for the use of CODIS using practice samples that . . N
. . . . the trainee cannot do hands-on with casework until they
exercises for the use of CODIS representative of the range, | are representative of the range, type, and complexity of ) . . . . I W
. . . are comp tested and signed off on this training module so it| Reject: Hands-on exercises in CODIS eligibility and allele
17 433 T type, and complexity of DNA data from DNA data typically seen in

routine casework or database technologies in accordance
with the trainee’s job responsibilities and the extent to
which the trainee will participate in the use of CODIS.

routine casework or database technologies in accordance
with the trainee’s job responsibilities and

the extent to which the trainee will participate in the use of
£OoNIS

should be clear that trainee's should use non-casework
samples. See edited wording suggestion.

selection can be done outside of the CODIS software.




Type of

Comment Document
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# Section E-Editorial

T-Technical

this link doesn't work (page not found; this reference is 9
Bibliography Available from: www.fbi.gov/file-repository/ndis- ) sl work (pag . . ' B !
18 E ) Update with latest NDIS procedures manual reference years old. Update to latest version or leave version off
4 procedures-manual-ver4-approved-04272016.pdf/view.

altogether?

Accept: deleted link since it is updated annually




