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Foreword This document has been developed with the objective of improving the quality and consistency of friction ridge examination practices. Testimony Monitoring evaluates the performance of the examiner in legal proceedings. The American Academy of Forensic Sciences established the Academy Standards Board (ASB) in 2015 with a vision of safeguarding Justice, Integrity and Fairness through Consensus Based American National Standards. To that end, the ASB develops consensus based forensic standards within a framework accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), and provides training to support those standards. ASB values integrity, scientific rigor, openness, due process, collaboration, excellence, diversity and inclusion. ASB is dedicated to developing and making freely accessible the highest quality documentary forensic science consensus Standards, Guidelines, Best Practices, and Technical Reports in a wide range of forensic science disciplines as a service to forensic practitioners and the legal system. This document was revised, prepared, and finalized as a standard by the Friction Ridge Consensus Body of the AAFS Standards Board. The draft of this standard was developed by the Friction Ridge subcommittee of the Organization of Scientific Area Committees (OSAC) for Forensic Science. Questions, comments, and suggestions for the improvement of this document can be sent to AAFS-ASB Secretariat, asb@aafs.org or 401 N 21st Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904.  All hyperlinks and web addresses shown in this document are current as of the publication date of this standard. ASB procedures are publicly available, free of cost, at www.aafs.org/academy-standards-board.         
Keywords: friction ridge, testimony 
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Standard for Testimony Monitoring in Friction Ridge Examination 
1 Scope This document sets requirements for Forensic Service Providers (FSP) to review the appropriateness of testimony provided by its personnel related to friction ridge examination. This document specifies how to review testimony and assess whether methods, limitations, and interpretations of work performed were conveyed in accordance with established best practices.  This document does not address the Technical Review of case files or results of friction ridge examinations. 
2 Normative References There are no normative references. 
3 Terms and Definitions For purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 
3.1  
competency Possessing and demonstrating the requisite knowledge, skills, and abilities to successfully perform a specific task. 
3.2  
corrective action Action to eliminate or mitigate the cause of a non-conformity and to prevent recurrence.  NOTE  A corrective action is taken to prevent recurrence whereas a preventive action is taken to prevent occurrence. 
3.3  
examiner (friction ridge) 
competent friction ridge examiner An individual authorized to conduct independent friction ridge examinations for the forensic service provider by observing and interpreting data, making decisions, forming conclusions and opinions, issuing reports and/or providing testimony. Use of the term “examiner” in this document refers to a “competent friction ridge examiner” and not a “trainee.” 
3.4  
Forensic Service Provider 
FSP Organization or individual that conducts and/or supplies forensic services. 
3.5  
nonconforming work Work that does not comply with FSP policies and procedures. 
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3.6  
preventive action Action to eliminate the cause of a potential non-conformity or other potential undesirable situation.  NOTE  A preventive action is taken to prevent occurrence whereas a corrective action is taken to prevent recurrence. 
3.7  
technical review A qualified second party’s evaluation of reports, notes, data, and other documentation to ensure there is appropriate and sufficient support for the actions, results, conclusions, opinions, and interpretations. 
4 Requirements for Testimony Review 

4.1 Testimony review mechanisms may consist of either or both of the following: a) direct observation of testimony; b) review of written transcript, video, or audio recording of testimony. 
4.2 An FSP-authorized individual who has been competency tested in the discipline of the subject matter being testified to shall complete the testimony review. Examiners may not conduct the official review for their own testimony(ies). 
4.3 Documentation of testimony monitoring shall be completed and retained (sample form in Appendix A) according to FSP policy. 
4.4 The following criteria shall be considered during testimony review, as applicable. a) Did the examiner accurately describe their qualifications, duties, and examinations? b) Did the examiner accurately convey the results of the examination, to include their  opinions and/or interpretations of the evidence, within the limits of their expertise? c) Did the examiner convey appropriate, scientifically supportable results and/or other limitations (e.g., court-imposed limitations)? d) Did the examiner testify in an impartial manner? e) Did the examiner convey information in words understandable to a layperson? f) If questioned about relevant literature and published research relating to friction ridge examination, did the examiner show appropriate knowledge and understanding of these references and provide accurate answers to the questions about them? 
4.5 The following criteria shall be considered during direct observation or video review of testimony (given that these criteria cannot be monitored by reading a transcript). a) Did the examiner exhibit professional demeanor and appearance? 
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b) Did the examiner demonstrate appropriate verbal and non-verbal communication? c) If the examiner used demonstrative evidence (e.g., charts or photographs) to explain methods or results, were they accurately conveyed? 
4.6 The testimony review shall be discussed with the examiner. If a non-conformance has occurred, the discussion shall be documented according to FSP policy. The witness may produce a written response to the statements of the reviewer. The response shall be retained with the testimony review. 
4.7 The FSP shall have a written policy that prescribes the corrective action to be taken if a non-conformance has occurred. The FSP policy shall include when it is appropriate to further notify any court official(s). 
4.8 Testimony monitoring shall occur at least once per year. The FSP shall document if an examiner does not testify in a given year.   



ANSI/ASB Standard 168, 1st Ed. 2024 

4 

Annex A (informative) 
Sample Testimony Monitoring Form Examiner:       Date of Testimony:       Discipline:       Laboratory Control #:       Testimony Reviewer:       Date of Review:       Judge or Courtroom #:            Sub-disciplines/ types or methods of analysis or inspection that was testified to:       Did the examiner accurately describe their qualifications, duties, and examinations? Did the examiner accurately convey the results of the examination, to include their results, opinions, and/or interpretations of the evidence, within the limits of their expertise? Did the examiner convey appropriate, scientifically supportable results and/or other limitations (e.g., court-imposed limitations)? Did the examiner testify in an impartial manner? Did the examiner convey information in words understandable to a layperson? If questioned about relevant literature and published research relating to friction ridge examination, did the examiner show appropriate knowledge and understanding of these references and provide accurate answers to the questions about them? Did the examiner exhibit professional demeanor and appearance? Did the examiner demonstrate appropriate verbal and non-verbal communication? If the examiner used demonstrative evidence (e.g., charts or photographs) to explain methods or results, were they accurately conveyed?  

Yes  ☐ No ☐ 

  Yes  ☐ No ☐ Comments:        Yes  ☐ No ☐ Comments:         Yes  ☐ No ☐ Comments:         
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 Yes  ☐ No ☐ Comments:          Yes  ☐ No ☐ Comments:          Yes  ☐ No ☐ Comments:         Was there any information conveyed that was not accurate? Yes  ☐ No ☐        Are there any indications of Nonconformance? Yes  ☐ No ☐ Date testimony review was discussed with examiner:          Testimony Reviewer:  Date:  Quality Assurance Manager:  Date:  Examiner:  Date:  



 

 

               
  Academy Standards Board 410 North 21st Street Colorado Springs, CO 80904 www.aafs.org/academy-standards-board  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


