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112 Basic Addiction Medicine for the Forensic Scientist

Dean M. De Crisce, MD*, Woodhull Medical and Mental Health Center, Anne Klein Forensic Center-Special
Treatment Unit, 125 Court Street, #9GN, Brooklyn, NY 11201; Christian B. Dolensek, DO* Kansas City University
of Medicine and Biosciences, 1750 Independence Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64106; Ana I. Rodriguez, MD*,
Columbia University Department of Psychiatry and Law, 1051 Riverside Drive,

#103, New York, NY 10032; Karen B. Rosenbaum, MD*, UCLA/San Fernando Valley, Department of Forensic
Psychiatry, Olive View Medical Center, Department of Psychiatry, 6D129, 14445 Olive View Drive, Sylmar, CA
91342-1495; Thomas Reilly, MD*, Profession Healthcare Center for Occupational Medicine, San Joaquin
Regional Medical Center, 16009 Marty Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93314; Nicodemus M. Watts, MD*, UCSD
Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, UCSD Dept of Psychiatry, 9500 Gilman Drive, #9116A, La Jolla,
CA 92093; and David Niz, MD*, Metropolitan State Hospital- Forensic Compound, 11401 South Bloomfield
Avenue, Program 3, Norwalk, CA 90650

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand how substance use disorders are
common among the criminal offending population. Up to 80 per cent of the incarcerated adult American
population, and arrests, are associated with substance abuse. Strong risk factors for violence include
substance abuse, especially with comorbid psychiatric disorders. Continued substance abuse is
predictive of a high rate of criminal recidivism. Therefore, understanding basic mechanisms of chemical
dependency, their presentation, detection, treatment and relationship to re-offending, is critical in
treating and rehabilitating a criminal population. At the conclusion of this panel discussion, the
participant will be able to understand: 1) the basic epidemiology and neurobiology of substance use
disorders, and their relationship to violence; 2) presentation of chemical dependency, detection and
intervention in the adult criminal population; and 3) basic psychotherapeutic, psychopharmacologic
and rehabilitation treatment modalities in offending populations.

This presentation will impact the forensic community and/or humanity by increasing the
understanding of basic mechanisms of chemical dependency, their presentation, detection, treatment,
and relationship to re-offending, is critical in treating and rehabilitating a criminal population.

Substance use disorders are common among the criminal offending population. Up to 80 per cent of
the incarcerated adult American population, and arrests, are associated with substance abuse. Strong
risk factors for violence include substance abuse, especially with comorbid psychiatric disorders.
Continued substance abuse is predictive of a high rate of criminal recidivism. Therefore, understanding
basic mechanisms of chemical dependency, their presentation, detection, treatment and relationship to
reoffending, is critical in treating and rehabilitating a criminal population. At the conclusion of this panel
discussion, the participant will be able to understand 1) the basic epidemiology and neurobiology of
substance use disorders, and their relationship to violence 2) presentation of chemical dependency,
detection and intervention in the adult criminal population, and 3) basic psychotherapeutic,
psychopharmacologic and rehabilitation treatment modalities in offending populations. Forensic scientists
will be engaged in discussion, through a moderated panel, audience participation, and literature
review, of the basics of addiction medicine. In order to utilize the combined clinical experiences of
attendees, active audience participation will be sought to create a lively and engaging learning
experience.
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