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After attending this presentation attendees will have gained an insight on the possible impact of ethnicity on the 

estimation of chronological age based on the developmental stages of third molars in youngsters. 
This presentation will impact the forensic community by providing additional scientific data on the possible 

influence of ethnicity on matters such as development of the human dentition and its value in dental age 
estimation. 

Due to lack of existing and extensive databases on the development of human teeth in young adults and their 
relation to chronological age, forensic experts often use the few existing databases calibrated for the respective 
specific populations on which they were designed. This is done internationally but caution is most of the time 
expressed by increasing the standard deviations of the age estimation itself or by choosing wider confidence 
intervals. 

The purpose of this investigation was to try and analyze the possible effect of ethnicity on the correlation 
between age and dental development in young adults from distinctively different populations. 

The results are discussed in full extent and throw some light on the role ethnicity plays in forensic matters like 
dental age estimation.   
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