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After attending this presentation, attendees will gain an understanding of the current issues faced by 

prosecutors, judges, law enforcement officials, and veterinarians when attempting to bring cases of animal 
cruelty and death to trial in the courtroom. Participants will also gain a more detailed understanding of how 
modern forensic science as practiced at scenes of human death can be readily applied to the animal crime 
scene. 

This presentation will impact the forensic community by giving a more detailed description of current 
problems and issues involved in the application of forensic science techniques to scenes of animal crime. 
Additionally, the participant will gain an improved understanding of the needs within the veterinary community 
and will be better prepared to utilize their own knowledge and forensic specialty to provide assistance to those 
in the veterinary forensic science community. 

With the passage of many animal cruelty laws, the need to apply current forensic science methodologies 
to these investigations has increased dramatically. Animals have many similarities to humans in their 
response to traumatic injury with some noted exceptions. Forensic science techniques utilized at human crime 
scenes and applied human victims can often be easily applied to scenes involving cruelty or death to animals. 
This symposium will address the application of forensic techniques developed for the investigation of 
human death to animal cases and unique findings at animal crime scenes. 
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