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$���� $UURZV� RI� ,QÀXHQFH�� � 7KH� 5HWXUQ� )ORZ� RI� 7KHRU\� DQG�0HWKRG� WR� WKH� 3DUHQW�
Disciplines of Modern Forensic Anthropology

Cheryl A. Johnston, PhD*, Western Carolina Human ID Lab, Dept of Anthropology & Sociology, WCU, 101 McKee Bldg, Cullowhee, 
NC 28723; and John F. Schweikart, MA, 326 Misty Point, Cullowhee, NC 28723

After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of the relationships between the theoretical and 

PHWKRGRORJLFDO�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJ\�DQG�WKRVH�RI�GLVFLSOLQHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�LQÀXHQFHG�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJ\�KLVWRULFDOO\��
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by stimulating an examination of the evolving relationships between 

IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJ\�DQG�LWV�SDUHQW�GLVFLSOLQHV�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�ORZ���PLGGOH���DQG�KLJK�OHYHO�WKHRU\���$�GLDOHFWLF�³EDFN�ÀRZ´�RU�UHWXUQ�RI�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�LV�SURSRVHG�

6LWXDWLRQV�LQ�ZKLFK�GRPLQDQW�FXOWXUHV�FRPH�LQWR�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�VXERUGLQDWH�FXOWXUHV�SURGXFH�ZKDW�KDV�EHHQ�FDOOHG�³FRQWDFW�VKRFN�´��
7KLV�LV�WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�FXOWXUDO�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�FXOWXUH�XSRQ�WKH�VXERUGLQDWH�FXOWXUH�ZKLFK�PD\�VHWWOH�RYHU�WLPH�LQWR�D�PRUH�
EDODQFHG�H[FKDQJH���6LPLODUO\��DV�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJ\�HYROYHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�FHQWXU\��LW�ZDV�KHDYLO\�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�RWKHU�GLVFLSOLQHV�
and may now be reaching a new era in its development, as a more equitable state of exchange with these disciplines appears to be 

IRUWKFRPLQJ���([SRQHQWLDO�FKDQJH�LQ�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJ\�KDV�FRPH�DERXW�LQ�UHFHQW�GHFDGHV��WKH�FRQWH[WXDO�IUDPHZRUN��SHUFHSWLRQ��DQG�
SUDFWLFH�RI�WKH�¿HOG�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKHRUHWLFDO�DQG�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�FRQVWUXFWV�GHULYHG�IURP�ELRORJLFDO�VFLHQFHV��
archaeology, geophysics, criminalistics, and molecular biology, among others.  This study considers both current and future aspects of 

LQIRUPDWLRQDO��WKHRUHWLFDO��DQG�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�³EDFN�ÀRZ´�IURP�FRQWHPSRUDU\�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJ\�WR�VHYHUDO�RI�WKH�GLVFLSOLQHV�IURP�
which it borrowed and adapted theory or methodology in forming a cohesive, evolving discipline. 

,W�ZLOO�EH�DUJXHG�WKDW��DV�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�GHYHORSV��WKHRULHV�FDQ�EH�RIIHUHG�EDFN�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�GLVFLSOLQHV�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�DGGUHVVLQJ�
ROG�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�QHZ�ZD\V���7KLV�FDQ�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�E\�OLQNLQJ�FXUUHQW�DQG�SDVW�EHKDYLRUV�YLD�VLPLODULWLHV�WKHLU�VLJQDWXUHV�OHDYH�LQ�
the environment.  Examples of topics from other disciplines to which forensic anthropology can contribute new understanding include:  

����WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�VLWH�IRUPDWLRQ�SURFHVVHV�LQ�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�UHFRUG������WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�VXE�VXUIDFH�
JHRSK\VLFDO�VLJQDWXUHV�DQG�WKHLU�IRUPDWLYH�FRPSRQHQWV������WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�V\VWHPDWLF�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�
GHWHFWLRQ�GRJ�VHDUFK�PHWKRGRORJLHV�DQG�WKHLU�SRWHQWLDO�XWLOLW\�DQG�OLPLWDWLRQV�IRU�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�SURVSHFWLRQ������VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�LQVLJKWV�
LQWR�DEHUUDQW�EHKDYLRUV� VXFK�DV�KRPLFLGH��ZDU�FULPHV�� DQG�JHQRFLGH�ZKHUH�SDUWLFLSDQWV� DQG�ZLWQHVVHV�DUH�QR� ORQJHU�DOLYH�� DQG�� ����
VWXGLHV�RI�PRGHUQ�KXPDQ�YDULDWLRQ�DQG�WKHLU�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�ELRORJLFDO�DQWKURSRORJ\�DQG�ELR�DUFKDHRORJ\���7KHVH�DUHDV�RI�³EDFN�ÀRZ�
LQÀXHQFH´�KDYH�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�QHZ�WKHRUHWLFDO�DQG�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DSSURDFKHV�WR�PDQ\�GLVFLSOLQHV�WKDW�KDYH�
been important in the development of forensic anthropology.  These areas should be fostered by forensic anthropology practitioners as 

LV�DSSURSULDWH�WR�WKLV�KROLVWLF�DQG�G\QDPLF�¿HOG�

Theory, Archaeology, Method


