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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�IRUHQVLF�FDVHZRUN�HQFRXQWHUHG�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHDVWHUQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��
DV�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWXG\�LV�WKH�¿UVW�ORQJ�WHUP�DQDO\VLV�RI�FDVHV�LQ�WKLV�UHJLRQ�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by revealing and detailing trends, patterns, and factors that may be 
HQFRXQWHUHG�LQ�VLPLODU�UHJLRQDO�FDVHZRUN�DQG�E\�SURYLGLQJ�FRPSDUDWLYH�GDWD�IRU�RWKHU�UHJLRQDOO\�IRFXVHG�FDVH�V\QWKHVHV�

,Q�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�VKLIW�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJ\�IURP�PHUHO\�D�ODERUDWRU\�EDVHG�GLVFLSOLQH��FRQFHUQHG�
RQO\�ZLWK� WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI� D�ELRORJLFDO�SUR¿OH�� WR� D�EURDG� VSHFWUXP�GLVFLSOLQH� WKDW� DOVR� LQFOXGHV� IRUHQVLF� DUFKDHRORJ\�� IRUHQVLF�
taphonomy, and trauma analysis.1  As a result of this expansion in the real and perceived roles of forensic anthropology, forensic 
DQWKURSRORJLVWV�DUH�EHLQJ�URXWLQHO\�FDOOHG�XSRQ�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�PRUH�FDVHV���8QIRUWXQDWHO\��DQDO\VHV�RI�WKH�WUHQGV�LQ�FDVHZRUN�FRQGXFWHG�
E\�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJLVWV�DUH�UDUH�DQG�DUH�RIWHQ�VSHFL¿F�WR�D�SDUWLFXODU�UHJLRQ�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��KRZHYHU��WKHVH�DQDO\VHV�FDQ�SURYLGH�
LPSRUWDQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�WKDW�PD\�EH�XVHG�E\�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�DQG�DOVR�E\�HGXFDWRUV�WR�UH�HYDOXDWH�WKH�IRFXV�DQG�
QHHGV�RI�WKHLU�DFDGHPLF�SURJUDPV�DV�WKH�¿HOG�VKLIWV�DQG�FKDQJHV���&RPSUHKHQVLYH�UHYLHZV�RI�FDVHZRUN�IURP�VSHFL¿F�UHJLRQV�FDQ�UHYHDO�
SDWWHUQV�RI�������WDSKRQRPLF�IDFWRUV��H�J���W\SHV�RI�DQLPDO�VFDYHQJLQJ��WR�FUHDWH�EHWWHU�3RVWPRUWHP�,QWHUYDO��30,��HVWLPDWHV������GHFHGHQW�
GHSRVLWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�ORFDWLRQV�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWV������GHFHGHQW�GHPRJUDSKLFV��H�J���VH[�DJH�DQFHVWU\�GLIIHUHQFHV���DQG������WUDXPD��DOO�RI�
ZKLFK�FDQ�WKHQ�EH�XVHG�DV�.RPDU�QRWHV��LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�³WR�JHQHUDWH�UHVHDUFK�PRGHOV��VXSSRUW�FRXUW�WHVWLPRQ\��DQG�SURYLGH�FRPSDUDWLYH�
GDWD���´2 

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�IRFXVHV�RQ�IRUHQVLF�FDVHZRUN�IURP������WR�������¿UVW�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3LWWVEXUJK�DQG�ODWHU�IURP�WKH�FKDLU�RI�
0HUF\KXUVW�8QLYHUVLW\¶V�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$SSOLHG�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV��'$)6��LQ�(ULH��3$���$�VDPSOH�RI�����FDVHV�IURP�WKH�'$)6�FDVH�
GDWDEDVH�ZHUH�HYDOXDWHG�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�UHTXHVWLQJ�DJHQFLHV��VSHFL¿F�FDVH�ORFDWLRQ��QXPEHU�W\SHV�RI�FDVHV��GHSRVLWLRQDO�HQYLURQPHQW��
UHFRYHU\�VHDVRQ��WDSKRQRPLF�LQÀXHQFHV��GHFHGHQW�GHPRJUDSKLFV��DQG�VNHOHWDO�WUDXPD�ZHUH�FRPSLOHG�DQG�DQDO\]HG��

2YHU�WKH�SHULRG�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�VLQFH�������FDVHORDG�VWHDGLO\�LQFUHDVHG��ZKLFK�FDQ�OLNHO\�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�������HPSOR\PHQW�
RI� IRUHQVLF� DUFKDHRORJ\�� ���� HGXFDWLRQ�RI� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW� DQG� FRURQHU�PHGLFDO� H[DPLQHUV� UHJDUGLQJ� UROHV� DQG�EHQH¿WV� RI� IRUHQVLF�
DQWKURSRORJ\�DUFKDHRORJ\������WHFKQRORJLFDO�DGYDQFHV�LQ�WLPHO\�DQG�DFFXUDWH�HYDOXDWLRQV�RI�IRUHQVLF�VLJQL¿FDQFH��DQG������SURGXFLQJ�
high-quality recoveries, analyses, and reports.  Cases conducted were documented from 15 states (mostly Pennsylvania, western New 
<RUN��DQG�HDVWHUQ�2KLR���IRXU�FRXQWULHV��DQG�WKH�WHUULWRU\�RI�*XDP���0RVW���������ZHUH�PRGHUQ�IRUHQVLF�FDVHV��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�ZHUH�GHHPHG�
QRQ�IRUHQVLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�XSRQ�UHFRYHU\��KLVWRULF����������SUHKLVWRULF���������

+XPDQ�FDVHV�VXEPLWWHG�IRU�ODERUDWRU\�DQDO\VHV�DORQH�ZHUH�PRUH�SUHYDOHQW���������WKDQ�FDVHV�LQYROYLQJ�IRUHQVLF�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�
recoveries (15.7%) despite the value of visiting the scene and conducting recoveries.  Approximately half (42.2%) of the cases were 
HYDOXDWLRQV�RI� IRUHQVLF� VLJQL¿FDQFH� �KXPDQ�YV��QRQ�KXPDQ��� VHYHUDO�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�FRQVXOWDWLRQV� IRU�ZLOGOLIH� VHUYLFHV�DQG�KXPDQH�
VRFLHWLHV�� �0RVW�PRGHUQ�FDVHV�LQYROYLQJ�IRUHQVLF�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�UHFRYHULHV�RFFXUUHG�GXULQJ�IDOO���������DQG�VXPPHU���������� �7KH�
KLJKHU�LQFLGHQFH�GXULQJ�WKHVH�PRQWKV�LV�OLNHO\�H[SODLQHG�E\�KXQWLQJ�LQ�IDOO�DQG�FDPSLQJ�KLNLQJ�GXULQJ�VXPPHU�LQ�UHPRWH�DUHDV��JLYHQ�
WKDW�� �����PRVW�RI�WKHVH�UHFRYHULHV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�ZRRGHG�DUHDV���������RU�RSHQ�¿HOGV����������DQG������VXUIDFH�VFDWWHUV���������ZHUH�
PRUH�FRPPRQ�WKDQ�EXULDOV����������IDWDO�¿UHV���������RU�PDVV�IDWDOLWLHV����������7KH�UHPDLQLQJ�FDVH�W\SHV�LQFOXGHG�VHDUFKHV���������
and reviews of cases (6.8%).  In cases with documented trauma, blunt force (28.4%) was most common, followed by ballistic (25.3%), 
PXOWLSOH� W\SHV� ���������¿UH� ���������DQG�VKDUS�������� WUDXPD�� � ,Q�FDVHV�ZLWK�ERWK�NQRZQ�DQG�HVWLPDWHG�DJH��DGXOWV� LQ� WKHLU�SULPH�
������\HDUV��ZHUH�PRVW�SUHYDOHQW���0DOHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�RI�&DXFDVLDQ�GHVFHQW�ZHUH�HQFRXQWHUHG�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�LQ�ERWK�ODE�DQDO\VHV�
DQG�UHFRYHU\�FDVHV���7KHVH�UHVXOWV�FRUUHVSRQG�ZLWK�WKH�NQRZQ�GHPRJUDSKLFV�RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD��JLYHQ�WKDW�������RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�
³:KLWH´�DQG�WKDW�PDOHV���������DQG�IHPDOHV���������DUH�QHDUO\�HYHQO\�UHSUHVHQWHG�3 

7KH�FXUUHQW�UHVHDUFK�XVHV�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�GDWD�DQG�UHVXOWV�DV�D�EDVLV�IRU�IXUWKHU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�UHJLRQDO�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��WR�
HYDOXDWH�KRZ�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�LV�SURJUHVVLQJ��DQG�IRU�IXWXUH�UHVHDUFK��H�J����'LUNPDDW�HW�DO����
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