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$���� %XLOGLQJ�6XVWDLQDEOH�3URJUDPV�RI�5HFRYHU\�DQG�,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�+XPDQ�5HPDLQV�
— A Comparative Analysis of Forensic Programs:  The Examples of Kosovo and 
Cyprus

Maria Mikellide, MA*, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 19 Avenue de la Paix, 1202 Geneva, Geneva, SWITZERLAND

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�JDLQ�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�ORFDO�IRUHQVLF�FDSDFLW\�EXLOGLQJ�
LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�VXFFHVVIXO�SURJUDPV�RI�UHFRYHU\�DQG�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV��DV�OHDUQHG�E\�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RPPLWWHH�RI�WKH�
Red Cross (ICRC). 

This presentation will impact the forensic science community as well as those involved in the humanitarian domain by drawing 

RQ�OHVVRQV�OHDUQHG�IURP�SDVW�DQG�H[LVWLQJ�IRUHQVLF�SURJUDPV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�NH\�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKHLU�GHYHORSPHQW�
:KLOH�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKDW�VXFFHVV�FDQQRW�EH�HDVLO\�GH¿QHG�RU�TXDQWL¿HG�²�HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�D�FRQWH[W�ZKHUH�D�SOHWKRUD�RI�VSHFLDOLVWV�

and non-specialists are called to contribute to the process while an even greater number eagerly and apprehensively await for results 

²�WKH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�LV�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�PDUNHUV�RI�VXFFHVV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�FRQWH[W�VSHFL¿F�DGYHUVLWLHV�DQG�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLR�
SROLWLFDO�SDUDPHWHUV�WKDW�GH¿QH�WKH�WUDMHFWRULHV�RI�IRUHQVLF�SURJUDPV�

)RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�VWXG\��VXFFHVV�ZLOO�EH�DVVHVVHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�������RSHUDWLRQDO�FRQWLQXLW\������TXDOLW\�RI�IRUHQVLF�ZRUN�E\�
DGKHULQJ�WR�EHVW�SURIHVVLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV��DQG������DFWLYLWLHV�SHUIRUPHG��SHUFHQWDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�H[KXPHG�DQG�LGHQWL¿HG���

The presentation will begin with a short historical overview of forensic activities from the 1980s to the present day, providing 

EDFNJURXQG�IURP�6RXWK�$PHULFD��WKH�%DONDQV��WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��DQG�$VLD�EHIRUH�WXUQLQJ�LWV�IRFXV�WR�WKH�VSHFL¿F�H[DPSOHV�RI�.RVRYR�
and Cyprus.

The two European examples were selected based on similarities in context, including the scale and the demographics of the missing 

SRSXODWLRQ���7KH�LVODQG�RI�&\SUXV��ZLWK�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI���������LQ�������H[SHULHQFHG�WZR�SHULRGV�RI�LQWHU�FRPPXQDO�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW��
GXULQJ�ZKLFK�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHQW�PLVVLQJ��LQ�.RVRYR�²�ZLWK�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WZR�PLOOLRQ�²�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������
LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHQW�PLVVLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�EURNH�RXW�LQ�������IROORZLQJ�WKH�EUHDN�XS�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�<XJRVODYLD��

By comparing the two contexts, where the scale is similar yet the approach is completely divergent — Kosovo as an immediate 

response program with shorter-term legal objectives and Cyprus as a longer-term program with humanitarian objectives — the goal 

of this study is to extrapolate and consolidate the factors at play and, through statistical analyses and comparison with other contexts, 

VFLHQWL¿FDOO\�FRUURERUDWH�WKH�K\SRWKHVLV�WKDW�EXLOGLQJ�ORFDO�FDSDFLW\�LV�NH\�WR�VXFFHVV�
,Q�RUGHU�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�DERYH��WKH�YDULDEOHV�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�ORRNHG�DW�LQFOXGH�������WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRQÀLFW��DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�HQIRUFHG�

GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��� ���� SROLWLFDO� ZLOO�� ���� DYDLODELOLW\� RI� IXQGLQJ�� ���� QDWXUH� RI� WKH� PDQGDWH� �OHJDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ��� ���� LQYROYHPHQW�
RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DJHQFLHV� �H[WHUQDO� IRUHQVLF� SHUVRQQHO��� ���� VRFLR�HFRQRPLF� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� ���� VWDII� WXUQRYHU�� DQG�� ���� WUDLQLQJ� DQG�
involvement of local forensic practitioners. 

$OWKRXJK�LW�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�ORQJ�KHOG�UKHWRULF�DPRQJ�IRUHQVLF�H[SHUWV��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DLG�DJHQFLHV��DQG�RWKHU�VWDNHKROGHUV�WKDW�LQYHVWLQJ�
LQ�ORFDO�FDSDFLW\�LV�NH\�WR�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��WKHUH�UHPDLQV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�JDS�LQ�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�OLWHUDWXUH�²�HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�WKH�WZR�FRQWH[WV�
XSRQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�IRFXVHV�²�WR�VFLHQWL¿FDOO\�VXSSRUW�WKH�DUJXPHQW�DQG�WR�GRFXPHQW�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�SUDFWLFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�
the (non)involvement of local practitioners and the overreliance on external help.  Through both quantitative and qualitative analyses, 

WKLV� VWXG\� VHHNV� WR� DGGUHVV� WKLV� JDS�� FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH� KLVWRULFDO� GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI� WKH� HYROXWLRQ�RI� IRUHQVLF� SURJUDPV�� DQG�SURYLGH�
recommendations for the establishment of future ones.

'DWD�IRU�WKLV�VWXG\�KDYH�EHHQ�FROOHFWHG�IURP�,&5&�DUFKLYHV��VFLHQWL¿F�DUWLFOHV�DQG�ERRN�FKDSWHUV��ZHEVLWHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DJHQFLHV��
as well as through interviews with the forensic and non-forensic personnel who provided invaluable and previously unpublished material.

:LWK�WKH�RQ�JRLQJ�FRQÀLFW�LQ�D�JUHDW�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�WRGD\�DQG����\HDUV�VLQFH�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�IRUHQVLF�SULQFLSOHV�WR�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
investigations in Argentina, which saw Clyde Snow’s commitment and vision to train a group of local young students, this presentation 

hopes to build on the collective experience of the forensic community, empower a new generation of forensic scientists, and encourage 

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�ORFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�DVVXPH�JUHDWHU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�ORFDO�RZQHUVKLS��
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