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A129 Getting the Record Straight:  Forensic Evidence of the Lurigancho Prison 
Massacre in 1986

Jose P. Baraybar, MSc*, EPAF, Av Mello Franco, #341, Jesus Maria, Lima 11, PERU; Franco Mora, BA, Peruvian Forensic Anthropology 
Team, Rodolfo Rutte 670-3, Lima 17, PERU; Valeska Martinez, BA, Peruvian Forensic Anthropology Team, Rodolfo Rutte 670-3, Lima 
17, PERU; and Oscar Loyola, BA, Peruvian Forensic Anthropology Team, Rodolfo Rutte 670-3, Lima 17, PERU

After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of the injuries related to cruel, inhuman, and degrading 

treatment in a prison context as well as of the complexities of death while in custody.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQWL¿F�FRPPXQLW\�E\�VKRZLQJ�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�LQPDWHV��DIWHU�VXUUHQGHULQJ��ZHUH�WKH�
subject of numerous episodes of trauma that resulted in their deaths while in custody of the Armed Forces.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�¿QDO�UHSRUW�RI�WKH�7UXWK�DQG�5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��LQ�WKH�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�RI�-XQH�����������WHUURULVP�LQPDWHV�
VHFOXGHG�LQ�WKUHH�SULVRQV�ODXQFKHG�D�VLPXOWDQHRXV�PXWLQ\��LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�WDNLQJ�SULVRQ�JXDUGV�DQG�SROLFH�KRVWDJH�1  Coincidentally, the 

;9,,�&RQJUHVV�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVW�ZDV�WDNLQJ�SODFH�LQ�/LPD��3HUX���7KHQ�SUHVLGHQW�$ODQ�*DUFLD�3HUH]�HQWUXVWHG�UHHVWDEOLVKLQJ�
order to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who in turn assigned one prison to each branch of the military (Army, Navy, and Air Force).  The next 

GD\��-XQH����������WKH�KXPDQ�FRVW�RI�HQGLQJ�WKH�ULRWV�ZDV�NQRZQ���DW�WKH�SULVRQ�LVODQG�RI�(O�)URQWRQ������SULVRQHUV�DQG�IRXU�PDULQHV�
GLHG��DW�WKH�ZRPHQ¶V�SHQLWHQWLDU\��RQH�LQPDWH�GLHG��DQG��DW�/XULJDQFKR�SULVRQ��RQFH�LQPDWHV�VXUUHQGHUHG������RI�WKHP�ZHUH�VXPPDULO\�
executed in the prison yard.

This study presents the results of the examination of 114 bodies corresponding to adult males between 20 and 50 years of age, who 

ZHUH�EXULHG�VHFUHWO\�DQG�ZLWKRXW�LGHQWLW\�LQ�YDULRXV�FHPHWHULHV�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�/LPD�E\�WKH�PLOLWDU\�LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�WDNLQJ�FRQWURO�
of the prison.  Under a Supreme Court ruling, graves were located and bodies exhumed in order to identify them and determine the 

circumstances in which these individuals died.

:KLOH�RI¿FLDO�DFFRXQWV�LQGLFDWH�SULVRQHUV�ZHUH�VKRW�WR�GHDWK�DIWHU�EHLQJ�H[WUDFWHG�IURP�WKH�SDYLOLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�KRXVHG��
forensic evidence suggests further episodes of trauma prior to the time of death, including, but not limited to, blunt force trauma to the 

FKHVW��SRVVLEO\�FDXVHG�E\�NLFNV��VWRPSLQJ��RU�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�FRPSUHVVLRQ�1  Additionally, multiple gunshot wounds from high-

YHORFLW\�PLVVLOHV��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�KHDG�QHFN��FKHVW��DQG�XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�OLPEV��ZHUH�UHFRUGHG���&RQVLGHULQJ�
WKH�JRRG�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�DUWLIDFWV��LW�KDV�EHHQ�SRVVLEOH�WR�DVVRFLDWH�WUDXPD�HSLVRGHV�EHWZHHQ�ERQH�
and clothing.

7KLV�FDVH�VWXG\�LV�D�XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�³FRQWURO�RI�IDFW�´�E\�ZKLFK�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKH�
Armed Forces, in this case) controlled a situation through its command structure, functioning, and hierarchy, and the nature of the 

LQMXULHV�VXVWDLQHG�E\�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOV�GXULQJ�WKH�WLPH�WKH\�VSHQW�LQ�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�FXVWRG\��
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