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A132 Interpersonal Violence in Undocumented Border Crossers From Southern 
Arizona Between 2006 and 2013

Cate E. Bird, PhD*, Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences, 1885 Old Spanish Trail, Houston, TX 77054; and Angela Soler, PhD, 
Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command CIL CONUS Annex, 106 Peacekeeper Drive, Ste 2N3, Offutt AFB, NE 68113

After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of interpersonal violence in Undocumented Border 
&URVVHUV��8%&V��ZKR�GLHG�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�KRPLFLGH�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�$UL]RQD�EHWZHHQ������DQG������

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by evaluating peri-mortem trauma, biological variables, and contextual 
information at an assemblage level in this human rights sample.

:KLOH�PLJUDWLRQ�DFURVV� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�0H[LFR�ERUGHU�KDV�GHFUHDVHG�RYHU� WKH�SDVW�¿YH�\HDUV��GHDWKV�RI�8%&V�KDYH�DFWXDOO\�
increased.  This increase is largely due to the redistribution of migrants along the border resulting from United States immigration 
control policies, which funnel migrants into less protected, yet more remote and dangerous areas of the border.  The Tucson Sector 
UHSUHVHQWV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�WUDYHUVHG�FRUULGRUV�RI�WKH�ERUGHU�UHJLRQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV���8%&V�ZKR�GLH�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�$UL]RQD�DUH�H[DPLQHG�
DW�WKH�3LPD�&RXQW\�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU��3&20(��LQ�7XFVRQ��$=���$V�VXFK��WKH�3&20(�FXUUHQWO\�KDQGOHV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�
number of migrant deaths in the United States. 

,Q�RUGHU�WR�HYDOXDWH�SDWWHUQV�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�8%&V�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�$UL]RQD��ELRORJLFDO�YDULDEOHV��SHUL�PRUWHP�
trauma, and contextual information from crime scenes were collected using investigator reports, autopsy reports, and forensic 
anthropological examinations.  While the majority of UBC deaths between 2006 and 2013 were deemed accidental (42%) or undetermined 
�������DSSUR[LPDWHO\����UHSUHVHQWHG�KRPLFLGHV���,Q�WKLV�VWXG\��DOO�DYDLODEOH�KRPLFLGH�FDVHV��Q ����IURP�WKH�3&20(�GXULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�
ZHUH�UHYLHZHG��DQG�LQFOXGHG�ERWK�LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�XQLGHQWL¿HG�GHFHGHQWV���7KH�VH[�DQG�DJH�RI�GHFHGHQWV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG��DV�ZHUH�WKHLU�
DVVRFLDWHG�GHFRPSRVLWLRQDO�VWDJH��SHUFHQWDJH�RI�ERG\�UHFRYHUHG��DQG�GHJUHH�RI�WUDXPD���9DULDEOHV�UHODWHG�WR�SHUL�PRUWHP�WUDXPD�ZHUH�
DQDO\]HG�ZKHQ�SRVVLEOH�DQG� LQFOXGHG� WKH�PHFKDQLVP�RI� WUDXPD��DQDWRPLFDO� ORFDWLRQ�RI� WUDXPD��DQG�GLUHFWLRQ�RI� IRUFH�� �&RQWH[WXDO�
information related to the crime scenes was also evaluated, including recovery site, disposition of the body, recovery cohort, presence of 
concealment tactics, and material evidence. 

3UHOLPLQDU\� UHVXOWV� LQGLFDWH� WKDW� DOO�8%&�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV� IURP������ WR������ZHUH�PDOH�� �'HFHGHQWV¶� DJHV�ZHUH�YHUL¿HG�DQG�
HVWLPDWHG��DQG�UDQJHG�IURP�WKH�PLG�WHHQV�WR����\HDUV�DW�GHDWK���$SSUR[LPDWHO\�����RI�GHFHGHQWV�ZHUH�FODVVL¿HG�DV�\RXQJ�DGXOWV��������
\HDUV���ZKLOH�����ZHUH�PLGGOH�DGXOWV��������\HDUV����$SSUR[LPDWHO\�KDOI�RI�DOO�GHFHGHQWV�H[KLELWHG�PXOWLSOH�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�WUDXPD��
however, not all mechanisms were related to the cause of death as determined by the pathologist.  Gunshot wounds were observed on 
approximately 84% of decedents, with fewer cases of blunt force trauma (38%), sharp force trauma (5%), and undetermined trauma 
(19%).  Individuals exhibiting projectile trauma were shot between one and four times, with single gunshot wounds (55%) being the 
most common.  Evaluation of contextual information related to the crime scene indicates that the majority of decedents were discovered 
DORQH��������RQ�WKH�JURXQG�VXUIDFH��������DQG�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�GHVHUW�������LQ�3LPD��3LQDO��DQG�6DQWD�&UX]�&RXQWLHV���$WWHPSWV�WR�FRQFHDO�
victims’ remains by perpetrators were observed in approximately 60% of homicide cases. 

(PSOR\LQJ�D�SRSXODWLRQ�EDVHG�DSSURDFK��WKLV�VWXG\�UHSRUWV�RQ�SDWWHUQV�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�KRSHV�RI�UHFRJQL]LQJ�RQH�RI�
PDQ\�FKDOOHQJHV�HQFRXQWHUHG�E\�WKLV�YXOQHUDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ���,Q�JHQHUDO��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�8%&�GHDWKV�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�$UL]RQD�DUH�QRW�YLROHQW�
in nature but rather accidental and related to the harsh environmental conditions of crossing arid and isolated terrain.1  The low levels of 
homicidal violence amongst UBCs within the Tucson Sector stand in sharp contrast to reports of large-scale atrocities perpetrated against 
XQGRFXPHQWHG�PLJUDQWV� WUDYHOLQJ� WKURXJK�0H[LFR� DQG�&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�2  Evaluation of peri-mortem trauma and the crime scenes 
from UBC homicides in this study suggests isolated incidents of interpersonal violence against individuals rather than the large-scale, 
systematic targeting of migrants occurring south of the border.  Future research intends to examine the frequency and nature of violence 
LQ�XQGRFXPHQWHG�PLJUDQWV� IURP�RWKHU�DUHDV� �H�J���QRUWKHUQ�$UL]RQD��&DOLIRUQLD��DQG�7H[DV�� LQ�RUGHU� WR�GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
violence varies by border region within the United States. 
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