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A44 Burning Models:  Human vs. Pig in Taphonomic Fatal Fire Modeling

Elayne J. Pope, PhD*, Tidewater OCME, 830 Southampton Avenue, Ste 100, Norfolk, VA 23510; and Mike Whitney, San Luis Obispo 
Fire Investigation Strike Team, PO Box 1041, Atascadaro, CA 93423

The goal of this presentation is to understand the fundamental differences between how the human body burns and how a pig burns 
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under similarly replicated conditions with direct and radiant heat produced early-to-advanced heat-related changes to the respective 
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longer to split (>ten minutes).  The biggest difference between the two is the fact that humans have a healthy layer of subcutaneous fat 
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underlying subcutaneous fat plays a huge role in the burn patterns that are unique to the human body as well as the burning process as 
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of the human’s unique craniofacial complex.  These are several reasons to discourage the use of pigs as human models when it comes to 
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