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7KH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LV�WR�H[SRVH�DWWHQGHHV�WR�WKH�SRVVLEOH�PLVLGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�DV�PDULQH�PDPPDO�UHPDLQV�
7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�FDXWLRQLQJ�DJDLQVW�PLVLGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�DV�WXUWOH�

remains.

In 2001, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) archaeologists and United States Navy salvage divers recovered 

the main steam engine from the Civil War ironclad U.S.S. Monitor�ZKLFK�VDQN�RII�WKH�FRDVW�RI�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�LQ��������7KH�HQJLQH�ZDV�
WKHQ�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�7KH�0DULQHUV¶�0XVHXP��700��LQ�1HZSRUW�1HZV��9$��IRU�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��FRQVHUYDWLRQ��DQG�H[KLELWLRQ���$GGLWLRQDO�
DUWLIDFWV�OLNH�WKH�VKLS¶V�����WRQ�UHYROYLQJ�JXQ�WXUUHW�DQG�SHUVRQDO�LWHPV�ZHUH�UHFRYHUHG�LQ��������7KH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�FROOHFWLRQ�QRZ�
WRWDOV�QHDUO\�������DUWLIDFWV���:KLOH�VXUYH\LQJ�WKLV�FROOHFWLRQ��PXVHXP�FRQVHUYDWRUV�GLVFRYHUHG�DQ�XQSURYHQLHQFHG�ERQH���7KH�VL]H�DQG�
morphology of the bone was quite similar to a human phalanx, having what appeared to be a dual-faceted proximal articulation with 

WDSHULQJ�GLDSK\VLV�IURP�WKH�SUHVHUYHG�DUWLFXODU�HQG�WR�D�ZLGHQLQJ�GLVWDO�DUWLFXODU�HQG�WKDW�ZDV�EURNHQ�DW�WKH�QHFN�RI�WKH�GLVWDO�GLDSK\VLV���
6L[WHHQ�VDLORUV�SHULVKHG�GXULQJ�WKH�VLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�8�6�6��Monitor and there was some concern that this bone was remains from a lost 

VDLORU��KRZHYHU��700�FRQVHUYDWRUV�DOVR�GLVFRYHUHG�WKH�LQFRPSOHWH�UHPDLQV�RI�D�VHD�WXUWOH�FRQFUHWHG�WR�WKH�VKLS¶V�PDLQ�HQJLQH���3RUWLRQV�
RI�WKH�KHDG��FDUDSDFH��DQG�DSSHQGDJHV�ZHUH�GRFXPHQWHG�DQG�UHPRYHG�IRU�FRQVHUYDWLRQ���$V�D�UHVXOW��700�FRQVHUYDWRUV�TXHVWLRQHG�
whether the particular unprovenienced bone was human or non-human in origin. 

7KH�SRVVLEOH�SKDODQ[��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�UHFRYHUHG�WXUWOH�ERQHV��ZDV�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�6PLWKVRQLDQ�,QVWLWXWLRQ�IRU�H[DPLQDWLRQ���+XPDQ�
hand and foot elements from the anatomical series were compared to the bone.  The morphological structure was more similar to a 

PHGLDO�KDQG�SKDODQ[�WKDQ�WR�D�IRRW�SKDODQ[��EXW�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�FOHDU�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�ODWHUDO�ULGJHV�IRU�WKH�ÀH[RU�WHQGRQ�LQVHUWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
FURVV�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�GLDSK\VLV�ZDV�PRUH�RYDO�LQ�VKDSH�WKDQ�WKH�PRUH�W\SLFDO�³'´�VKDSH�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�SUR[LPDO�DQG�PHGLDO�SKDODQJHV�

For sea turtles, there are six species possibilities along the Atlantic Ocean coast.  From examination of the turtle bones from the 

U.S.S. Monitor, the lower jaw and humeri were most diagnostic for the loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta).  Using the mandible from 

WKH�WXUWOH�UHPDLQV�IRU�VL]H�FRPSDULVRQ��GLJLW�ERQHV�IURP�VLPLODU�VL]HG�VSHFLPHQV�LQ�WKH�$PSKLELDQ�DQG�5HSWLOH�2VWHRORJLFDO�FROOHFWLRQV�
ZHUH�UHYLHZHG�DQG�LW�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKDW�WKH�ERQH�LV�H[WUHPHO\�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�PHGLDO�SKDODQ[�IURP�WKH�IURQW�ÀLSSHU�RI�D�ORJJHUKHDG�
WXUWOH���7KXV��WKH�ERQH�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�IURP�D�ORJJHUKHDG�WXUWOH�DQG�OLNHO\�WKH�VDPH�WXUWOH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�HQJLQH�URRP���'1$�
DQDO\VLV�ZRXOG�EH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�FRQ¿UP�DVVRFLDWLRQ���

$OWKRXJK�D�VLWXDWLRQ�VXFK�DV�WKLV�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�H[FHHGLQJO\�UDUH�LQ�³QRUPDO´�IRUHQVLF�VHWWLQJV��WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKLV�FRPSDUDWLYH�
examination show that there are elements of turtle species that are highly similar in morphology to human elements.  In coastal regions 

ZKHUH�PDULQH�WXUWOH�VSHFLHV�VNHOHWRQV�PD\�EH�IRXQG��LW�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�WKHVH�UHPDLQV�PD\�EH�PLVLQWHUSUHWHG�DV�KXPDQ��
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