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A47 The Afghan Forensic Science Organization:  A Model for Local Capacity Building 
for Mass Grave Documentation and Preservation in Afghanistan
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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�JRDOV�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�RI�WKH�$IJKDQ�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�
�$)62��DQG�WKHLU�ZRUN�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��D�FRXQWU\�LQ�ZKLFK�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�RI�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�KDV�SURGXFHG�FRXQWOHVV�YLFWLPV�ZKR�
are listed as missing.  Since the United States intervention in October 2001, which liberated the country from Taliban rule, there has not 

been an effective transitional justice effort tied to the country’s developing judicial system.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by highlighting the importance of long-term dedication to building 

ORFDO�FDSDFLW\� LQ�IRUHQVLF� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�DQG� WKH�UROH�DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�FDQ�SOD\� LQ�VXFK�VHWWLQJV�� �7KH�
GLI¿FXOWLHV�HQFRXQWHUHG�LQ�WKLV�SURMHFW�DQG�WKH�VWHSV�WDNHQ�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKHP�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�SUHVHQWHG�

6LQFH�������3K\VLFLDQV�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��3+5��KDV�GHGLFDWHG�LWVHOI�WR�FUHDWLQJ��VXSSRUWLQJ��DQG�HQKDQFLQJ�D�WUDQVLWLRQDO�MXVWLFH�
VWUDWHJ\�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��D�VRFLHW\�WKDW�KDV�VXIIHUHG�GHFDGHV�RI�FRQWLQXDO�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQQXPHUDEOH�WUDJHGLHV�LQH[WULFDEO\�
LQWHUWZLQHG�ZLWK� FRQÀLFWV� RI� VXFK�GXUDWLRQ� DQG� LQWHQVLW\�� � 3+5�FRQGXFWHG� LWV�¿UVW� IRUHQVLF�ZRUN� LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ� LQ� �����XQGHU� WKH�
DXVSLFHV�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��GRFXPHQWLQJ�D�PDVV�JUDYH�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�RXWVNLUWV�RI�
6KHEHUJKDQ�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\���6LQFH�WKHQ��3+5�KDV�IRUHQVLFDOO\�GRFXPHQWHG�QXPHURXV�PDVV�JUDYH�VLWHV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�

,Q�2FWREHU�������ZLWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWH¶V�%XUHDX�RI�'HPRFUDF\��+XPDQ�5LJKWV��DQG�/DERU��3+5�
LQLWLDWHG�D�WKUHH�DQG�D�KDOI�\HDU�SURMHFW��³6HFXULQJ�$IJKDQLVWDQ¶V�3DVW�´��7KH�$)62��D�QHZ�LQGHSHQGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��ZDV�IRXQGHG�DV�DQ�
RXWFRPH�RI�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�FDUULHG�RXW�XQGHU�WKLV�JUDQW���7KLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ������E\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�$IJKDQ�1DWLRQDO�3ROLFH�
�$13���WKH�$IJKDQ�1DWLRQDO�3ROLFH�$FDGHP\��$13$���WKH�/HJDO�0HGLFLQH�'HSDUWPHQW��/0'���WKH�$IJKDQ�,QGHSHQGHQW�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
&RPPLVVLRQ��$,+5&���DQG�YDULRXV�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�D������VL[�ZHHN�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVH�E\�3+5�FRYHULQJ�HYLGHQFH�
and crime scene documentation and forensic anthropology. 

7KURXJKRXW�$IJKDQLVWDQ¶V�GHFDGHV�RI�FRQÀLFW��$IJKDQ�VFLHQWLVWV�DQG�VFKRODUV�KDYH�EHHQ�LVRODWHG�IURP�PRGHUQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
DFDGHPLF�ZRUOG�� � ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�GRQRUV� DQG� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�$IJKDQLVWDQ� VKRXOG�� WKHUHIRUH�� LGHQWLI\�DQG�SULRULWL]H� IXQGLQJ� IRU� WKH�
increased development of Afghanistan’s higher education system, particularly for those who must necessarily play a role in its forensic 

future, such as judges, prosecutors, attorneys, scientists, and medical professionals. 

7KH�$)62�SURYLGHV� D�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�� LQGHSHQGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZKLFK� FDQ� DVVLVW� LQ� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� D�QDWLRQDO� IRUHQVLF�
FDSDFLW\���'HVSLWH�WKH�LPPHQVH�VFDOH�RI�WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQV�LVVXH�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�OLWWOH�WR�QR�RI¿FLDO�DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�
RI�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�WKDW�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRQÀLFW��QRU�DQ\�UHDO�HIIRUW�WR�¿QG�WKH�PLVVLQJ�DQG�GLVDSSHDUHG�RU�WR�KROG�DOOHJHG�
SHUSHWUDWRUV�DFFRXQWDEOH���7KH�ULJKW�RI�IDPLOLHV�WR�NQRZ�WKH�WUXWK�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�IDWH�RI�D�PLVVLQJ�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�LV�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�SDUW�RI�
DQ\�GHYHORSLQJ�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHP���$)62�DQG�LWV�ZRUN�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�¿UVW�VPDOO�VWHSV�RQ�WKH�SDWK�WR�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�DQG�WUDQVLWLRQDO�MXVWLFH�
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