
* Presenting Author

Anthropology Section - 2015

Copyright 2015 by the AAFS. Unless stated otherwise, noncommercial photocopying of editorial published in this periodical is permitted by AAFS. 

Permission to reprint, publish, or otherwise reproduce such material in any form other than photocopying must be obtained by AAFS. 

110
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4000 Central Florida Boulevard, HPH 309, Orlando, FL 32816; and Jan C. Garavaglia, MD, District 9 ME, 2350 E Michigan Avenue, 
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$IWHU� DWWHQGLQJ� WKLV� SUHVHQWDWLRQ�� DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO� KDYH� DQ� LQFUHDVHG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RI� KXPDQ� VNHOHWDO�
UHPDLQV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�DUWLIDFWV�XVHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ULWXDOV�RI�3DOR�0D\RPEH��DV�ZHOO�DV�RI�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�
WKHVH�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV���7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�DW�OHDVW�VL[�3DOR�0D\RPEH�FDVH�VWXGLHV�LQ�ZKLFK�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�ZHUH�UHFRYHUHG�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�FHQWUDO�)ORULGD�DUHD�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GLVFXVV�FULWHULD�IRU�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�ULWXDO�UHPDLQV�

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�FULWHULD�XVHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�3DOR�0D\RPEH�VFHQHV�
ZLWK�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�FRPPRQ�PHWKRGV�RI�SURFXUHPHQW�RI�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�XVHG�E\�WKH�
practitioners for these rituals will be discussed.

3DOR�0D\RPEH��DQ�$IUR�&DULEEHDQ�V\QFUHWLF�UHOLJLRQ�RULJLQDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�%DQWX�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�$IULFDQ�&RQJR��LV�RI�SDUWLFXODU�LQWHUHVW�
WR�WKH�IRUHQVLF�FRPPXQLW\�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�WKH�UHOLJLRQ�LV�WKH�XVH�RI�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�LQ�ULWXDO���3UDFWLWLRQHUV�
XVH�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�WKH�GHFHDVHG�DQG�WR�KDUQHVV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�GHDG�WR�LQÀXHQFH�XQGHUWDNLQJV�
in the lives of the practitioners.1,2  The power of the deceased may be used for either benevolent or malevolent purposes, depending 

upon the will of the practitioner.1,3��+XPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�DUH�PRVW�FRPPRQO\�IRXQG�FRQWDLQHG�ZLWKLQ�DQG�LQ�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�YLFLQLW\�
of the nganga��DQ�LURQ�FDXOGURQ�FRQWDLQLQJ�VSHFL¿F�REMHFWV�FKRVHQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VSLULW�ZLWK�ZKRP�WKH\�DUH�DVVRFLDWHG��VXFK�DV�DQLPDO�
FDUFDVVHV��JUDYH\DUG�VRLO��KHUEV��PHUFXU\��DVVRUWHG�PHWDO�REMHFWV��FRORUHG�EHDGV��IHDWKHUV��EORRG��VWLFNV��palos), and stones (otanes).1,3  

7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�HOHPHQWV�IRXQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�nganga�LQFOXGH�WKH�VNXOO��WLELD��IHPXU��ULEV��DQG�SKDODQJHV�3  Of particular 

VLJQL¿FDQFH�LV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�WLELD�ZUDSSHG�LQ�EODFN�FORWK��ZKLFK�LV�XVHG�DV�D�VFHSWHU��RU�DQ�DQLPDO�KRUQ��ERWK�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�XVHG�E\�WKH�
priest (palero) to summon the spirits.1  This aspect of ritual is especially important, as the forensic anthropologist will often be involved 

LQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�IRUHQVLF�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�GLVFRYHUHG�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��
The sacred space in which the nganga�UHVLGHV�LV�RIWHQ�NH\�LQ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�3DOR�ULWXDO���([DPSOHV�RI�WKHVH�VSDFHV�ZLOO�EH�

GHWDLOHG�LQ�WKH�FDVH�VWXGLHV�SUHVHQWHG���7KH�VSDFH�ZLOO�FRQWDLQ�HOHPHQWV�RI�QDWXUH�VXFK�DV�JUHHQHU\��DQLPDO�KHDGV�DQG�VNLQV��ZRRGHQ�
branches, or stones, and will also be painted in the religious language of Palo, the ¿UPD, which are religious symbols, drawn within the 

VSDFH�WR�VLJQLI\�LQWHQW�WR�PDNH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�VSLULWXDO�UHDOP�4��2IWHQWLPHV��WKHUH�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�SLHFHV�RI�PHWDO��¿JXULQHV��FURVVHV��DQG�
other artifacts symbolic of the nature spirit (Mpungo) with whom the palero associates.1,3

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�DW�OHDVW�VL[�3DOR�0D\RPEH�FDVHV�WKDW�ZHUH�GLVFRYHUHG�LQ�FHQWUDO�)ORULGD���&UDQLD��VNXOOV��DQG�SRVW�
FUDQLDO�VNHOHWDO�PDWHULDO�ZHUH�GLVFRYHUHG�ZLWKLQ�ngangas, yielding information useful to the forensic community in properly identifying 

archaeological and anatomical teaching specimens when discovered in this unique context.  The cases from central Florida comprise 

GLIIHUHQW�VHWWLQJV�LQ�ZKLFK�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�ZHUH�GLVFRYHUHG�DQG�LQFOXGH�D�VKHG�LQ�WKH�SUDFWLWLRQHU¶V�EDFN\DUG��D�ZDUHKRXVH��DQG�
the disposal of a nganga, presumably upon the death of a palero��RQ�WKH�EDQN�RI�D�ULYHU���7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�VRXUFHV�RI�SURFXUHPHQW�
IRU�VNHOHWDO�PDWHULDO�XVHG�IRU�3DOR�0D\RPEH�LQFOXGH�JUDYH�UREELQJ��ERWDQLFDV��DQG�WKH�OHJDO�SXUFKDVH�RI�DQDWRPLFDO�VSHFLPHQV�IURP�
anatomical supply companies through the internet.  Associated artifacts and the presence of religious symbols will also aid in recognition 

RI�UHOLJLRXV�ULWXDO���,Q�WZR�RI�WKH�FDVHV��IRUHQVLF�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�ZLWK�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
purchases that was provided by the practitioners (receipts and tags).
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