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A68 Identifying Undocumented Border Crossers From the Texas-Mexico Border:  A 
Collaborative Effort

Hailey A. Duecker, BA*, 12108 Lavinia Lane, Austin, TX 78753; and Kate Spradley, PhD, Texas State University, Dept of Anthropology, 
601 University Drive, San Marcos, TX 78666

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand how the Forensic Anthropology Center at Texas State (FACTS), in 
FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�XQLYHUVLWLHV��KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FHV��IDFLOLWDWH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�IURP�D�KXPDQLWDULDQ�
FULVLV�DORQJ�WKH�7H[DV�0H[LFR�ERUGHU���$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�PHQWRULQJ�RI�IXWXUH�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�
practitioners through these humanitarian efforts.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by highlighting the various collaborative efforts and methodologies 
used to help identify and repatriate Undocumented Border Crossers (UBCs) from South Texas.

$�KLJK�QXPEHU�RI�8%&�GHDWKV�RFFXU�HDFK�\HDU�LQ�%URRNV�&RXQW\��7;�����LQ�����������LQ�������DQG����LQ��������WKHVH�GHDWKV�IDOO�
XQGHU�WKH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�RI�D�-XVWLFH�RI�WKH�3HDFH��-3���DV�WKHUH�LV�QR�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXQW\���'XH�WR�WKH�GUDPDWLF�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�GHDWKV�DQG�ODFN�RI�UHVRXUFHV��WKH�ORFDO�-3�DQG�%URRNV�&RXQW\�6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH�ZHUH�RYHUZKHOPHG�ZLWK�GHDWKV�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�EXU\�WKH�
8%&V��PRVW�ZLWKRXW�SURSHU�DQDO\VHV�RU�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�'1$�VDPSOHV��OHDYLQJ�OLWWOH�FKDQFH�IRU�8%&�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�UHSDWULDWLRQ���'XULQJ�
WKH�VXPPHUV�RI������DQG�������'UV��/RUL�%DNHU�DQG�.ULVWD�/DWKDP�DQG�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�SHUIRUPHG�YROXQWDU\�H[KXPDWLRQV�RI�8%&�EXULDOV�
ZLWKLQ�%URRNV�&RXQW\�IRU� WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�VNHOHWDO�DQDO\VLV�DQG�'1$�VDPSOLQJ�LQ�KRSHV�RI�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�SRVLWLYH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�� �7KH�
SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LV�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�ZRUN�RI�IDFXOW\�DQG�VWXGHQWV�DW�7H[DV�6WDWH�WR�LGHQWLI\�DQG�UHSDWULDWH�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�WKHVH�
individuals as well as to specify the external collaborations that are required for this humanitarian crisis.

7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�%URRNV�&RXQW\�H[KXPDWLRQV�FRQWDLQHG�LQGLYLGXDOV�LQ�HDUO\�WR�ODWH�VWDJHV�RI�GHFRPSRVLWLRQ��UHTXLULQJ�D�VWRUDJH�
area or location for further decomposition until the maceration could be accommodated.  Because the FACTS has large-scale storage 
and maceration capabilities due to the Forensic Anthropology Research Facility (FARF) and the Osteological Research and Processing 
/DERUDWRU\��253/���8%&V�ZLWK�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQWV�RI�ÀHVK�����LQ������DQG����LQ�������ZHUH�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�)$&76�WR�DZDLW�PDFHUDWLRQ�
DQG�DQDO\VLV���2QFH�LQ�WKH�)$&76�FXVWRG\��DOO�8%&V�DUH�WDNHQ�WR�WKH�)$5)�DQG�SODFHG�LQ�D�VSHFLDO�HQFORVXUH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDFLOLW\���7KH�
8%&V�DUH�QRW�XVHG�LQ�DQ\�GHFRPSRVLWLRQ�RU�WDSKRQRPLF�VWXGLHV�DW�WKH�)$5)���'XULQJ�SODFHPHQW�RI�8%&V�DW�WKH�)$5)��IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDII�
FRQGXFW�LQWDNH�SURFHGXUHV�WKDW�LQYROYH�RSHQLQJ�WKH�ERG\�EDJV�DQG�GRFXPHQWLQJ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�UHPDLQV�DQG�SHUVRQDO�HIIHFWV���$W�WKLV�
WLPH��SHUVRQDO�HIIHFWV�DUH�UHPRYHG�DQG�SODFHG�LQ�SODVWLF�EDJV�IRU�IUHH]HU�VWRUDJH�XQWLO�WKH\�FDQ�EH�KDQG�ZDVKHG�DQG�GULHG�IRU�SKRWRJUDSK\��

$OO�FDVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�HQWHUHG�LQWR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�0LVVLQJ�DQG�8QLGHQWL¿HG�3HUVRQV�6\VWHP��1DP8V��DQG�VWXGHQWV�VHDUFK�WKURXJK�
WKH�SRVVLEOH�PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQV�PDWFKHV�WR�QDUURZ�GRZQ�SRWHQWLDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV���'1$�VDPSOHV�DUH�VHQW�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1RUWK�7H[DV�
IRU�SUR¿OLQJ�DQG�XSORDGLQJ� LQWR� WKH�&RPELQHG�'1$�,QGH[�6\VWHP��&2',6��� �&ORWKLQJ�GHVFULSWLRQV��DORQJ�ZLWK�ELRORJLFDO�SUR¿OHV��
KDYH�IDFLOLWDWHG�VHYHUDO�SRWHQWLDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�'1$�UHVXOWV�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�SHQGLQJ���5HVRXUFHV�IRU�GHFHGHQW�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��VXFK�DV�1DP8V�DQG�&2',6�RIWHQ�ODFN�PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU�DSSURSULDWH�'1$�IDPLO\�UHIHUHQFH�VDPSOHV�IRU�
FRPSDULVRQ�WR�8%&V���7KHUHIRUH��WKH�)$&76�IDFXOW\�DQG�VWXGHQWV�DOVR�ZRUN�ZLWK�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�JURXSV�VXFK�DV�WKH�(TXLSR�$UJHQWLQR�GH�
$QWURSRORJtD�)RUHQVH��WKH�&ROLEUt�&HQWHU�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��DQG�IRUHLJQ�FRQVXODWHV��SURYLGLQJ�HDFK�DJHQF\�ZLWK�FDVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�
VNHOHWDO�DQDO\VHV�

7KH�6FLHQWL¿F�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�LQ�)RUHQVLF�$QWKURSRORJ\��6:*$17+��VXJJHVW�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�IRUHQVLF�
DQWKURSRORJ\�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�WKHRU\��PHWKRGV��WHFKQLTXHV��DQG�IRUHQVLF�FDVHZRUN���7KLV�ODUJH�VFDOH�HIIRUW�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�8%&V�LQ�6RXWK�
7H[DV� SURYLGHV� ERWK�PHQWRUVKLS� DQG� VSHFLDOL]HG� IRUHQVLF� FDVHZRUN� WUDLQLQJ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� IRU� JUDGXDWH� DQG� XQGHUJUDGXDWH� VWXGHQWV���
6WXGHQWV�DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI�ZRUNLQJ�WRZDUG�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�8%&V�LQFOXGLQJ���LQWDNH��PDFHUDWLRQ��ZDVKLQJ�FORWKHV��
HQWHULQJ�SHUVRQDO�HIIHFWV�DQG�FDVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQWR�GDWDEDVHV��DQG�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�'1$�VDPSOHV���6WXGHQW�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�FDVH�DQDO\VLV�
LV�UHVHUYHG�IRU�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VXSHUYLVHG�E\�IDFXOW\���$V�UHFRPPHQGHG�E\�6:*$17+��JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�ORJ�WKHLU�KRXUV�VSHQW�
ZRUNLQJ� RQ� FDVHZRUN� WR� WUDFN� WKHLU� VSHFLDOL]HG� WUDLQLQJ�� � 6WXGHQW� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ�8%&� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ� HIIRUWV� DOORZV� VWXGHQWV� WR� EH�
involved in the holistic and collaborative nature of forensic anthropology and, in this case, provides exposure to a humanitarian crisis 
within the United States. 
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