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A69 Surveying a Titan:  An Argument for the Presence of Human Remains on the 
Wreck of the R.M.S. Titanic

Lucas N. Rolleri*, Western Carolina University, Dept of Sociology & Anthropology, 101 McKee Bldg, Cullowhee, NC 28723; and Cheryl 
A. Johnston, PhD, Western Carolina Human ID Lab, Dept of Anthropology & Sociology, WCU, 101 McKee Bldg, Cullowhee, NC 28723

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�HYHQWV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�VLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�SDVVHQJHU�
OLQHU�5�0�6��Titanic�DORQJ�ZLWK�SRVVLEOH�XQH[SORUHG�ORFDWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZUHFN�WKDW�PD\�KDUERU�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by increasing awareness of the necessity of including individuals 

WUDLQHG�LQ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�UHFRYHU\�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�ZKHQ�VXUYH\LQJ�VKLSZUHFNV�DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�H\HZLWQHVV�DFFRXQWV�
when reconstructing historical events.

7KH�¿UVW�KLJKO\�SXEOLFL]HG�PDULWLPH�GLVDVWHU�WR�UHVXOW�LQ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�ORVV�RI�KXPDQ�OLIH�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�KRXUV�RI�$SULO�
�����������$IWHU�FROOLGLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�LFHEHUJ�WKH�QLJKW�SULRU��WKH�:KLWH�6WDU�OLQHU��5�0�6��7LWDQLF��VDQN�LQ�WKH�LF\�QRUWK�$WODQWLF��WDNLQJ�������
RI�KHU�SDVVHQJHUV�DQG�FUHZ�ZLWK�KHU���)RU�WKH�QH[W����\HDUV��WKH�ZUHFN�RI�WKH�����IRRW�ORQJ�VKLS�OD\�XQGLVWXUEHG�QHDUO\�����PLOHV�EHORZ�
WKH�RFHDQ�VXUIDFH���,Q�������WKH�VXQNHQ�VKLS�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�DQG��LQ�WKH�HQVXLQJ�\HDUV��PXOWLSOH�VDOYDJH�H[SHGLWLRQV�KDYH�GHVFHQGHG�WR�
WKH�VLWH���7R�GDWH��QR�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFRYHUHG�IURP�WKH�GHEULV�¿HOG�WKDW�HQFLUFOHV�Titanic’s fragmented hull.

,Q�WKH�\HDUV�VLQFH�VKH�VDQN��Titanic�KDV�FHDVHG�WR�EH�PHUHO\�D�VKLS��LQVWHDG�DSSURDFKLQJ�HQLJPDWLF�VWDWXV�DQG�KHU�ZUHFN�UHPDLQV�RQH�
RI�WKH�PRVW�YLVLWHG�ZUHFNV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG���+RZHYHU��QR�H[SHGLWLRQV�KDYH�MRXUQH\HG�GHHS�HQRXJK�LQWR�WKH�OLQHU¶V�KXOO�WR�GH¿QLWLYHO\�UXOH�
RXW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV���+LVWRULFDO�UHFRUGV�DQG�H\HZLWQHVV�DFFRXQWV�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�RQH�DUHD�RI�WKH�VKLS�KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�
to reveal the remains of crew members trapped by the rising waters. 

7KLV�DUHD�LV�WKH�IRUZDUG�PDLO�KROGV��ORFDWHG�RQ�*�GHFN���5�0�6���Titanic��DV�D�5R\DO�0DLO�6WHDPHU��ZDV�LQ�VHUYLFH�WR�WKH�%ULWLVK�
JRYHUQPHQW�WR�EULQJ�PDLO�WR�DQG�IURP�$PHULFD���7KLV�WDVN�ZDV�FKDUJHG�WR�¿YH�SRVWDO�FOHUNV��HDFK�RI�ZKRP�ZHUH�FRQWUDFWHG�E\�WKH�:KLWH�
6WDU�/LQH���0LQXWHV�DIWHU�KHU�IDWDO�FROOLVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�LFHEHUJ��Titanic�ZDV�IDVW�WDNLQJ�RQ�ZDWHU�DQG�DPRQJ�WKH�¿UVW�WR�QRWLFH�WKLV�ZHUH�WKH�
PDLO�FOHUNV���7KHLU�GHVSHUDWH�DWWHPSWV�WR�VDYH�WKH�PDLO�ZHUH�LQ�YDLQ���$V�WKH�YHVVHO¶V�ERZ�VDQN�GHHSHU�LQWR�WKH�$WODQWLF��WKH�PDLO�FOHUNV�
UDQ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�EHWZHHQ�WKH�KROGV�RQ�*�GHFN�DQG�WKH�HPSW\�VWDWH�URRPV�RQ�'�GHFN��WU\LQJ�WR�RXWSDFH�WKH�ULVLQJ�ZDWHU���$OO�¿YH�PHQ�
perished in this endeavor.

In April 2015, Titanic�ZLOO�KDYH�ODLQ�RQ�WKH�RFHDQ�ÀRRU�IRU�����\HDUV���7KH�VWDQGDUG�DUJXPHQW�DJDLQVW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�
RQ�WKH�ZUHFN�LV�WKDW�WKLV�OHQJWK�RI�WLPH�LV�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�KDYH�DOORZHG�EDFWHULD�DQG�GHHS�VHD�VFDYHQJHUV�WR�UHPRYH�DOO�WUDFHV�RI�RUJDQLF�
PDWWHU���7KLV�OLQH�RI�WKRXJKW�IDLOV�WR�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RUJDQLF�PDWWHU�LQ�UHFHVVHG�DUHDV�RI�WKH�KXOO�WKDW�KDYH�HVFDSHG�
destruction.  Remains of the victims of maritime disasters that occurred within a similar timeframe to Titanic have also been recorded. 

7KH�PRVW�ZHOO�NQRZQ�RI�WKHVH�DQDORJRXV�GLVDVWHUV�ZDV�WKH������VLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�5�0�6�Empress of Ireland.  After a collision with 

another vessel, the Empress�VDQN�ZLWK�WKH�ORVV�RI�������OLYHV���5HVWLQJ�LQ�ZDWHUV�HDVLO\�DFFHVVLEOH�E\�H[SHULHQFHG�GLYHUV��WKH�OLQHU�KDV�
EHFRPH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�IRU�WKH�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�RI�KHU�YLFWLPV�WKDW�OLQJHU�RQ�WKH�ZUHFN�

7KH�RWKHU�ÀDZ�ZLWK�WKH�FXUUHQW�SDUW\�OLQH�DERXW�UHPDLQV�RQ�WKH�ZUHFN�RI�Titanic�LV�WKDW�WKH�SULQFLSOH�SOD\HUV�PDNLQJ�WKLV�MXGJPHQW�
DUH�QRW�H[SHUWV� LQ�KXPDQ�DQDWRP\�� �5REHUW�%DOODUG��D�QRWHG�RFHDQRJUDSKHU��DQG�-DPHV�&DPHURQ�� WKH�+ROO\ZRRG�GLUHFWRU��DUH� WLWDQV�
LQ�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�¿HOGV�DQG�KDYH�ZHOO�GHVHUYHG�UHSXWDWLRQV�DV�H[SHUWV�LQ�WKRVH�¿HOGV��KRZHYHU��QHLWKHU�KDV�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�QHFHVVDU\�WR�
LGHQWLI\�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV��SDUWLFXODUO\�IUDJPHQWHG�UHPDLQV��

,W�LV�HQWLUHO\�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�QR�WUDFH�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�SHUVLVW�RQ�WKH�ZUHFN�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�:KLWH�6WDU�/LQH�ÀDJVKLS��KRZHYHU��LW�LV�
DUJXHG�WKDW� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�UHPDLQV�FDQQRW�EH�UXOHG�RXW�� �%\�ORRNLQJ�DW� WKH�KLVWRULFDO�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODVW�NQRZQ�ORFDWLRQV�RI�
LQGLYLGXDOV�GXULQJ�WKH�VLQNLQJ��QRWDEO\�WKH�SRVWDO�FOHUN�VWDII��DQ�DUJXPHQW�LV�PDGH�WKDW�IXUWKHU�H[SORUDWLRQ�LQVLGH�WKH�ZUHFN�LV�ZDUUDQWHG�
EHIRUH�D�VWDWHPHQW�RQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RU�ODFN�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�FDQ�EH�PDGH�
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