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Assessing the Effects of Pregnancy on Aging From the Pubic Symphysis:
Medical Imaging and Participant Interviews

Janamarie Truesdell, MS*, University of Oxford, Wolfson College, Linton Road, Oxford, Oxon OX2 6UD, UNITED KINGDOM
After attending this presentation, attendees will gain an increased understanding of the effect of pregnancy on the face of the
female os pubis and its impact on aging accuracy as well as a practical introduction to the value and implementation of living patients
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by introducing a novel means of future data collection combining
medical imaging technology and patient observation and interviews.
populations. Each year, historical collections become further removed in diet, activity, environment, and general lifestyle from the
or collected during autopsy. By incorporating the medical imaging of living volunteers, this study sought to investigate an additional

lifestyle and birth history information has been basic and of debatable accuracy (as, by necessity, it was/is gathered from secondary
and tertiary sources such as medical records and/or family and friends). Perhaps as a result, in the absence of a solution, publications
th

access was obtained to any and all patients coming into radiology for scans involving the pubic symphysis (approximately 40-50 per
were then completed by both sexes, with an additional pregnancy history page given to females. All participants then signed consent
to the Suchey-Brooks Method for Aging the Os Pubis was applied by the both a person familiar with this study and three independent
observers (blindly) to determine whether male, nulliparous females, and parous females could be distinguished from each other with any
While pregnancy and the pubic symphysis was chosen to illustrate this methodology, it is by no means the only application —
investigations such as the effect of substance abuse on over-aging or the effect of environment (both social and physical) on inter- and
intra-population variation. Therefore, in addition to insights into the effects of pregnancy on the reliability of aging accuracy, attendees
different imaging modalities and their current uses, and receive an introduction to volume rendering as well as some of the software
currently available.
Pregnancy, Pubic Symphysis, Medical Imaging

Copyright 2015 by the AAFS. Unless stated otherwise, noncommercial photocopying of editorial published in this periodical is permitted by AAFS.
Permission to reprint, publish, or otherwise reproduce such material in any form other than photocopying must be obtained by AAFS.
147

* Presenting Author

