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B113 The Hunt for Aaron Bassler:  A Multidisciplinary Criminalistics Case Study 
,QFRUSRUDWLQJ�3URSHU�&ULPH�6FHQH�(YLGHQFH�&ROOHFWLRQ��'1$��2I¿FHU�,QYROYHG�
Shooting, and Firearms Comparison

Deborah R. Stonebarger, BS*, Department of Justice, Redding Laboratory, 9737 Tanqueray Court, Redding, CA 96003

After attending this presentation, attendees will better understand a criminalistic’s case study that encompasses crime scene response, 

SURSHU�FULPH�VFHQH�HYLGHQFH�FROOHFWLRQ��'1$��DQG�¿UHDUPV�FRPSDULVRQ�
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by reviewing a comprehensive criminalistics case that explores the 

inter-relationship between client agency investigations and the criminalistics laboratory.

2Q�$XJXVW�����������D�JXQVKRW�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLP�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�D�UHPRWH�IRUHVW�DUHD�RI�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\��&$��E\�WKH�0HQGRFLQR�
&RXQW\�6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH���7KH�XQNQRZQ�VXVSHFW�KDG�GHIHFDWHG�DW�WKH�VFHQH�DQG�WKH�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\�6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH�EHOLHYHG�WKLV�
WR�KDYH�JRRG�HYLGHQWLDU\�YDOXH�IRU�D�'1$�DQG�&RPELQHG�'1$�,QGH[�6\VWHP��&2',6��VHDUFK���'HWHFWLYHV�IURP�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\�
6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH�FRQWDFWHG�D�VHQLRU�FULPLQDOLVW�DW�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�(XUHND�/DERUDWRU\�UHJDUGLQJ�VXEPLVVLRQ�RI�IHFHV�
HYLGHQFH�OHIW�DW�D�FULPH�VFHQH���7KH�GHWHFWLYHV�ZHUH�DGYLVHG�WKDW�WKH�VDPSOH�ZDV�LQDSSURSULDWH�IRU�'1$�DQDO\VLV���$IWHU�GHWHUPLQLQJ�
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�¿UHDUP�HYLGHQFH�OHIW�DW�WKH�VFHQH��WKH\�ZHUH�DGYLVHG�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�VFHQH�WR�ORRN�IRU�D�PRUH�DSSURSULDWH�VDPSOH�VXFK�DV�
D�ERWWOH��FDQ��SDUWLDOO\�HDWHQ�IRRG��RU�FLJDUHWWH�EXWW���0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\�6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH�SHUVRQQHO�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�VFHQH�DQG�FROOHFWHG�D�
tinfoil marijuana joint.

On August 27, 2011, a second gunshot homicide victim was located in a remote forest area near the town of Fort Bragg, CA, also in 

0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\���$�ZLWQHVV�WR�WKLV�VKRRWLQJ�KHOSHG�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\�GHWHFWLYHV�LGHQWLI\�$DURQ�%DVVOHU�DV�D�SRVVLEOH�VXVSHFW���'XH�
WR�WKH�DSSDUHQW�W\SH�RI�ZHDSRQ�XVHG��WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGH��DQG�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�VXVSHFW��WKH�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\�
6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH�GHWHFWLYHV�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�$DURQ�%DVVOHU�ZDV�WKH�VXVSHFW�IRU�ERWK�KRPLFLGHV���$QRWKHU�VHQLRU�FULPLQDOLVW�DW�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�(XUHND�/DERUDWRU\�ZDV�FDOOHG�LQ�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�SURFHVVLQJ�WKH�VFHQH�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�JXQVKRW�YLFWLP���$PRQJ�WKH�LWHPV�
FROOHFWHG�DW�WKH�VFHQH�ZDV�D�WLQIRLO�PDULMXDQD�MRLQW���7KH�¿UVW�VHQLRU�FULPLQDOLVW�FROOHFWHG�VZDEV�IURP�WKH�PDULMXDQD�MRLQWV�DW�HDFK�VFHQH�
DQG�VXEPLWWHG�WKH�VZDEV�WR�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�5HGGLQJ�/DERUDWRU\�IRU�'1$�DQDO\VLV���'XH�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�VXVSHFW�
KDG�QRW�EHHQ�DSSUHKHQGHG��D�UHIHUHQFH�EORRGVWDLQ�ZDV�PDGH�IURP�D�EORRG�VDPSOH�IURP�$DURQ�%DVVOHU¶V�SUHYLRXV�'ULYLQJ�8QGHU�WKH�
,QÀXHQFH��'8,��VXEPLVVLRQ���7KH�'1$�SUR¿OHV�IURP�WKH�HYLGHQFH�IURP�ERWK�VFHQHV�ZHUH�WKH�VDPH�DV�$DURQ�%DVVOHU¶V�

7ZR�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�D�VPDOO��UXUDO�FRXQW\�FDXVHG�JUHDW�FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\���7KH�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\�
6KHULII�LVVXHG�PXOWLSOH�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�VWDWHPHQWV�GHFODULQJ�WKDW�DSSUHKHQGLQJ�WKH�VXVSHFW�ZDV�D�WRS�SULRULW\���$�¿YH�ZHHN�PDQKXQW�HQVXHG�
WKDW� LQYROYHG�6SHFLDO�:HDSRQV�$QG�7DFWLFV� �6:$7�� WHDPV� IURP�0HQGRFLQR�&RXQW\��+XPEROGW�&RXQW\��1DSD�&RXQW\��6DFUDPHQWR�
&RXQW\��DQG�$ODPHGD�&RXQW\�DV�ZHOO�DV�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�)HGHUDO�0DUVKDOV��QXPHURXV�VHDUFK�DQG�UHVFXH�WHDPV��DQG�.���XQLWV���7KH�VXVSHFW�
ZDV�DEOH�WR�HOXGH�WKH�DJHQWV�DW�OHQJWK�GXH�WR�KLV�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�UHPRWH�VXUURXQGLQJV��WKH�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WHUUDLQ��DQG�KLV�VXUYLYDOLVW�
PHQWDOLW\���$W�RQH�SRLQW�GXULQJ�WKH�PDQKXQW��%DVVOHU�ZDV�REVHUYHG�E\�DQ�$ODPHGD�&RXQW\�6:$7�RI¿FHU�DQG�JXQ¿UH�ZDV�H[FKDQJHG���
$IWHU�KH�KDG�ÀHG�WKH�DUHD��¿UHG�FDUWULGJH�FDVHV�ZHUH�FROOHFWHG�IURP�WKH�ULÀH�XVHG�E\�%DVVOHU�GXULQJ�WKLV�LQFLGHQW��

7KH�PDQKXQW�¿QDOO\�FDPH�WR�D�FRQFOXVLRQ�ZKHQ�6DFUDPHQWR�&RXQW\�6:$7�RI¿FHUV�VKRW�DQG�NLOOHG�%DVVOHU���7KH�ZHDSRQV�IURP�WKH�
RI¿FHUV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�IDWDO�VKRRWLQJ�RI�%DVVOHU�DV�ZHOO�DV�%DVVOHU¶V�ULÀH�ZHUH�VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�¿UVW�VHQLRU�FULPLQDOLVW�IRU�FRPSDULVRQ�
WR�WKH�¿UHG�FDUWULGJH�FDVHV�IURP�WKH�VHFRQG�KRPLFLGH�VFHQH�DQG�ERWK�RI¿FHU�LQYROYHG�VKRRWLQJV���7KH�FDUWULGJH�FDVHV�ZHUH�PRVW�OLNHO\�
¿UHG�IURP�%DVVOHU¶V�ULÀH�

Crime Scene, DNA, Firearms Comparison


