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B38 Forensic DNA Collection at Death Scenes

Balvina Zurinne Phillips, MS*, 1885 Old Spanish Trail, Houston, TX 77054; Christy Smejkal, MS, Harris County MEO, Forensic 
Genetics Section, 1885 Old Spanish Trail, Houston, TX 77054; Rhonda C. Williams, PhD, 800 E 2nd Street, Oklahoma State Bureau 
of Investigation, Edmond, OK 73034; and Roger Kahn, PhD, Harris County Institute of Forensic Science, 1885 Old Spanish Trail, 
Houston, TX 77054

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�D�WHDP�RI�IRUHQVLF�'1$�DQDO\VWV�
FDOOHG�WR�VHOHFW�GHDWK�VFHQHV�WR�FROOHFW� WUDFH�'1$�HYLGHQFH�� �&DVH�H[DPSOHV�ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�WR�RXWOLQH�VXFFHVVHV�IURP�UHFRYHULQJ�
IRUHLJQ�'1$�IURP�GHFHGHQWV�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by informing attendees of the importance of collecting and preserving 

trace evidence from decedents at death scenes and the impact such evidence has in providing valuable investigative information.

7KH�7UDFH�'1$�(YLGHQFH�&ROOHFWLRQ�7HDP�DW�WKH�+DUULV�&RXQW\�,QVWLWXWH�RI�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV��+&,)6��LV�D�JURXS�RI�TXDOL¿HG�'1$�
DQDO\VWV�WKDW�UHVSRQG�WR�GHDWK�VFHQHV�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�FROOHFWLQJ�WUDFH�DQG�'1$�HYLGHQFH�IURP�GHFHGHQWV¶�ERGLHV�SULRU�WR�WUDQVSRUW�WR�
the morgue.  Team members from the Forensic Genetics laboratory provide on-call coverage 24/7.  They respond to homicides where 

FORVH�FRQWDFW�LV�VXVSHFWHG�WR�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�DQG�YLFWLP���(YLGHQFH�VXFK�DV�KDLUV��¿EHUV��ERG\�ÀXLGV��DQG�SRWHQWLDO�
DUHDV�RI�WRXFK�'1$�DUH�FROOHFWHG�IURP�WKH�ERG\�DW�WKH�VFHQH�WR�SUHYHQW�SRVVLEOH�ORVV�GXULQJ�WUDQVSRUW�WR�WKH�PRUJXH�

$� JXLGH� LV� SURYLGHG� WR�+&,)6�PHGLFROHJDO� GHDWK� LQYHVWLJDWRUV� WR� DLG� WKHP� LQ� GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU� WR� GLVSDWFK� D�7UDFH�'1$�
Evidence Collection Team member to collect evidence at a scene.  Evidence of close contact between the decedent and a perpetrator, 

such as signs of a struggle, blunt force trauma, or possible evidence of sexual assault, as well as cases where the body has been 

WUDQVIHUUHG�RU�GXPSHG��ZLOO�OHDG�WR�D�FDOO�RXW���7KH�7UDFH�7HDP�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�FDOOHG�WR�FROOHFW�IURP�KLJKO\�GHFRPSRVHG�RU�VNHOHWRQL]HG�
ERGLHV�RU�ERGLHV�VXEPHUJHG�LQ�ZDWHU���,I�WKH�VFHQDULR�VXJJHVWV�HYLGHQFH�PD\�EH�SUHVHQW�EXW�LW�LV�QRW�OLNHO\�WR�EH�ORVW�GXULQJ�WUDQVSRUW�RI�
the body, the decedent may be sealed in a body bag for trace evidence collection at the morgue just prior to autopsy.  This might be the 

case, for example, for a body that is dry or has minimal blood on it.

$�VXUSULVLQJ�QXPEHU�RI�SRVLWLYH�'1$�UHVXOWV�IURP�YLFWLPV�RI�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV�KDYH�EHHQ�QRWHG���'1$�IRUHLJQ�WR�WKH�YLFWLP�KDV�EHHQ�
IRXQG�LQ�DW�OHDVW����JXQVKRW�ZRXQG�FDVHV�IURP�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�SRFNHWV�WKDW�ZHUH�WXUQHG�LQVLGH�RXW�DQG�RQ�IDFLDO�EUXLVHV���7KH�WXUQHG�RXW�
SRFNHWV�DQG�EUXLVHV�LQGLFDWH�FORVH�FRQWDFW��VR�WKHVH�FDVHV�PHHW�WKH�FDOO�RXW�SROLF\�GHVSLWH�XVH�RI�D�¿UHDUP�

%HWZHHQ������DQG�������WKH�WHDP�UHVSRQGHG�WR�����VFHQHV���)RUW\�VL[�RI�WKH�FDVHV�\LHOGHG�'1$�IRUHLJQ�WR�WKH�GHFHGHQW���2I�WKH����
FDVHV������\LHOGHG�RQH�WR�WHQ�IRUHLJQ�'1$�DOOHOHV��ZKLOH�����\LHOGHG�PRUH�WKDQ�WHQ�DOOHOHV���,Q����RI�WKH�FDVHV��������WKH�'1$�ZDV�
IRXQG�WR�EH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�D�NQRZQ�VXVSHFW�QDPHG�LQ�WKH�FDVH���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WZR�'1$�SUR¿OHV�REWDLQHG�IURP�HYLGHQFH�FROOHFWHG�E\�
WKH�7UDFH�7HDP�UHVXOWHG�LQ�&RPELQHG�'1$�,QGH[�6\VWHP��&2',6��KLWV���%RWK�&2',6�KLWV�LQYROYHG�XQFORWKHG�IHPDOH�GHFHGHQWV�IRXQG�
RXWVLGH���,Q�WKH�¿UVW�FDVH��D�SDLU�RI�KDQG�FXIIV�XVHG�WR�ELQG�WKH�GHFHGHQW�ZHUH�VZDEEHG�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�SUR¿OH�KLW�RQ�D�VXVSHFW�LQ�&2',6���
)RU�WKH�VHFRQG�FDVH��D�VWDLQ�RQ�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�FDOI�ZDV�VZDEEHG�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�SUR¿OH�GHYHORSHG�D�VXVSHFW�LQ�&2',6��ZKLFK�XOWLPDWHO\�
led to a confession by the individual.

7KH�7UDFH�'1$�(YLGHQFH�&ROOHFWLRQ�7HDP�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�RQO\�RUJDQL]HG�WHDPV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU¶V�RI¿FH�WKDW�
UHJXODUO\�FROOHFWV�HYLGHQFH�IURP�GHFHGHQWV�DW�GHDWK�VFHQHV�� �7KLV�WHDP�KDV�EHFRPH�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�+&,)6�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU�
VHUYLFH�� �7KH�+&,)6�KRSHV� WKH�XQH[SHFWHGO\�KLJK�VXFFHVV�UDWH�RI�UHFRYHULQJ�IRUHLJQ�'1$�IURP�GHFHGHQWV�ZLOO�HQFRXUDJH�RWKHUV� WR�
establish this type of program.
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