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B66 Identifying Emerging Drugs of Abuse

Elizabeth A. Gardner, PhD*, UAB Department of Justice, UBOB 210, 1530 3rd Avenue, S, Birmingham, AL 35294-4562

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the process of identifying emerging drugs of abuse discovered through 
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This presentation will impact the forensic science community by raising awareness about identifying emerging drugs of abuse, 

identifying misinformation offered by the vendors, and discussing issues to be considered in developing a method for analytical analysis.

Legal highs are analogs of controlled substances that retain the psychoactive and addictive properties of the parent drug.  The most 
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KDYH�EHHQ�VFKHGXOHG��QHZ�DQDORJV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQWURGXFHG�WR�WDNH�WKHLU�SODFH���7KHLU�PDQXIDFWXUH�LV�QRW�UHJXODWHG�DQG�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�FDQQRW�
be ensured.  Because legal highs are not developed as potential pharmaceuticals, there is little or no clinical data available so emergency 

medical personnel have no guidelines for treatment in the case of overdose. 
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vendor’s web page did not match the drug.  According to the name, it is pentedrone with a methyl group attached at the para position on 
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