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B88 What Do You Get When You Mix a Double Helix With a Becke Line?  A Forensic 
Family

Ann Marie Gross, MS*, MN BCA, Forensic Science Lab, 1430 Maryland Avenue, E, Saint Paul, MN 55106; and Susan Gross, MSFS*, 
1430 Maryland Avenue, E, Saint Paul, MN 55106

The goal of this presentation is to present the story of a real forensic family.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing an entertaining yet informative discussion on how two 

siblings have mentored each other, learned from each other, and impacted the forensic science community together.

7KH�*URVV�VLVWHUV��$QQ�0DULH�DQG�6XVDQ��DUH�WZR�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQWLVWV�ZKR�KDYH�ZRUNHG�WRJHWKHU�DW�WKH�VDPH�FULPH�ODERUDWRU\�IRU����
\HDUV���7KHVH�VLVWHUV�FDQ�EH�DV�GLIIHUHQW�DV�'1$�DQG�WUDFH�HYLGHQFH�\HW�FDQ�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU��MXVW�DV�PLWRFKRQGULDO�'1$�DQG�PLFURVFRSLF�
KDLU�H[DPLQDWLRQV�ZRUN�KDQG�LQ�KDQG���$IWHU�ZRUNLQJ����DQG����\HDUV��UHVSHFWLYHO\��LQ�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH��WKH�VLVWHUV�QRW�RQO\�KDYH�IDPLO\�
DW�KRPH�EXW�DOVR� LQ� WKHLU�ZRUNSODFH�� �$QQ�0DULH�*URVV�KDV�VSHQW����\HDUV�ZRUNLQJ� LQ� IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�DW� WKH�0LQQHVRWD�%XUHDX�RI�
&ULPLQDO�$SSUHKHQVLRQ��%&$��)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFH�6HUYLFHV�/DERUDWRU\���+HU�FDUHHU�EHJDQ�LQ������DV�'1$�DQDO\VLV�ZDV�EHLQJ�LQWURGXFHG�
LQWR�WKH�IRUHQVLF�DUHQD�DQG�VKH�KDV�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�DOO�'1$�WHFKQRORJLHV�²�IURP�5HVWULFWLRQ�)UDJPHQW�/HQJWK�3RO\PRUSKLVP��5)/3��
WR�6KRUW�7DQGHP�5HSHDWV��675V��DQG�PLWRFKRQGULDO�'1$���6XVDQ�*URVV�KDV�VSHQW����\HDUV�LQ�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�����RI�ZKLFK�KDYH�DOVR�
EHHQ�DW�WKH�%&$��KHU�FDUHHU�KDV�LQYROYHG�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�GUXJ�FKHPLVWU\�DQG�WUDQVLWLRQHG�LQWR�WUDFH�HYLGHQFH���%RWK�KDYH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�FULPH�
VFHQH�SURFHVVLQJ�DQG�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�VXSHUYLVRUV�LQ�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�GLVFLSOLQHV���+RZ�GLG�LW�KDSSHQ�WKDW�WZR�VLVWHUV�DUH�ERWK�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�
H[FOXVLYH�¿HOG�RI�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�$1'�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ODERUDWRU\"

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�WHOO�WKH�VWRU\�RI�KRZ�WKH\�HQWHUHG�LQWR�WKH�IRUHQVLF�¿HOG���³:KR�IROORZHG�ZKR"´�LV�D�TXHVWLRQ�RIWHQ�SRVHG�WR�
WKH�WZR�RI�WKHP�²�DUH�WKHLU�VWRULHV�WKH�VDPH"��$OVR�DGGUHVVHG�ZLOO�EH�KRZ�HDFK�KDV�PHQWRUHG�WKH�RWKHU�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�KDYH�OHDUQHG�IURP�
HDFK�RWKHU���%HQH¿WV�RI�KDYLQJ�D�VLEOLQJ�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�VDPH�¿HOG�DQG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ODERUDWRU\�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�DQG�WKH�GLVDGYDQWDJHV�RI�
ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG��DV�ZHOO��7KH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�EHLQJ�RQ�FULPH�VFHQHV�WRJHWKHU�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�FDVHV�WRJHWKHU��ZKLFK�KDV�
led to testifying in the same cases, will be described.  Finally, research projects the two have collaborated on and future endeavors for 

the two sisters will be discussed.
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