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BS3 Bank Robbery on Chicago’s South Side — 75 Years After John Dillinger

Brian S. Clark, MFS*, 15321 S 94th Avenue, Orland Park, IL 60642

7KH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LV�WR�LQWURGXFH�DWWHQGHHV�WR�WKH�FXUUHQW�GLI¿FXOWLHV�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�YLROHQW�FULPH�IURP�
both an investigator’s and a forensic science perspective.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�FUHDWLQJ�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�FULPH�RI�EDQN�UREEHU\�DQG�
the evidentiary issues associated with the crime.

7KH�FULPH�RI�EDQN�UREEHU\�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�PDQ\�+ROO\ZRRG�PRYLHV��ERRNV��DQG�QHZV�VWRULHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�VLQFH�
the mid-1800s.  These events have sometimes been portrayed as glamorous and at other times as the violent and desperate actions of 

VRPHRQH�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�WR�ORVH���7KH�FORVXUH�UDWH�RQ�EDQN�UREEHU\�FDVHV�YDULHV�RYHU�WLPH�EDVHG�RQ�QXPHURXV�YDULDEOHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�VNLOO�
DQG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�UREEHU��WKH�VWDWHPHQW�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�DQG�ZLWQHVVHV��DQG�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGLQJ�ORFDO�SROLFH�RI¿FHUV���+RZHYHU��
the quality and amount of evidence available to investigators continues to climb.

$V�YDULRXV�H[DPLQDWLRQ�PHWKRGV�RI�ELRORJLFDO�HYLGHQFH�JHW�PRUH�VHQVLWLYH��WUDLQLQJ�LV�SURYLGHG�WR�EDQN�HPSOR\HHV�RQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI�SUHSDULQJ� WKH�EDQN� FRXQWHUV� DQG�RWKHU� VXUIDFHV� IRU� WKH�GD\�� � ,W� LV� LQFXPEHQW�RQ� WKH�EDQN� HPSOR\HHV� WR� HQVXUH� VXUIDFHV�XVHG�E\�
FXVWRPHUV�DQG�SRWHQWLDO�EDQN�UREEHUV�DUH�FOHDQHG�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�GD\�WR�KHOS�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�ELRORJLFDO�PDWHULDO�IURP�SUHYLRXV�FXVWRPHUV�
and employees is removed prior to a robbery.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�FRQVLVWV�RI�D�UHYLHZ�RI�VHYHUDO�EDQN�UREEHULHV�RQ�WKH�VRXWK�VLGH�RI�&KLFDJR�WR�LQFOXGH�XQDUPHG�QRWH�MREV�WR�KLJK�
SUR¿OH�WDNHRYHU�VW\OH�UREEHULHV�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�VXEMHFWV�ZLWK�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�IRUHQVLF�HYLGHQFH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RU�ODFN�WKHUHRI���
,QFOXGHG�LV�WKH�XQLTXH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�DJHQW�RQ�EDQN�UREEHU\�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�ZKR�DOVR�XQGHUWRRN�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RQ�
several occasions to process the evidence involved with the crime scene, the subsequent arrests, and any related search warrants.

7KUHH�FDVHV�ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�WKDW�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�FULPH�RI�EDQN�UREEHU\���7KH�¿UVW�
case is a copy of the movie, The Town,�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�UREEHUV��D�PDQ�DQG�D�ZRPDQ��GUHVVHG�DV�QXQV��UREEHG�WKH�EDQN�DW�JXQSRLQW���7KH�
VHFRQG�FDVH�LV�D�UREEHU\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�UREEHU�FRQGXFWHG�UHFRQQDLVVDQFH�IURP�LQVLGH�WKH�EDQN�DV�ZHOO�DV�VXUYHLOODQFH�RI�WKH�EDQN�SULRU�
to the robbery.  The subject attempted to use the Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) effect leading up to trial and during sentencing to 

DUJXH�WKDW�DEVHQFH�RI�HYLGHQFH�LV��LQ�IDFW��HYLGHQFH�RI�DEVHQFH�SURYLQJ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�NLGQDSSHG�DQG�SODFHG�XQGHU�GXUHVV�ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�
KLP�UREELQJ�WKH�EDQN���$�UDQJH�RI�YLGHR��IRUHQVLF��GLJLWDO��DQG�FLUFXPVWDQWLDO�HYLGHQFH�ZDV�XVHG�WR�FRQYLFW�WKH�VXEMHFW���7KH�WKLUG�FDVH�
LQYROYHG�WZR�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�WUDYHOHG�WR�WKH�&KLFDJR�DUHD�WR�URE�D�EDQN�DQG�SODQQHG�WR�ÀHH�EDFN�WR�2NODKRPD���$IWHU�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�WKH�
UREEHU\�E\�REWDLQLQJ�GLVJXLVHV��D�UHQWDO�YHKLFOH��ZHDSRQV��DQG�D�VFDQQHU��WKH\�UREEHG�D�EDQN��RQO\�WR�EH�IROORZHG�E\�D�ORFDO�WRZ�WUXFN�
GULYHU�ZKR�FDOOHG�WKH�SROLFH��GLUHFWLQJ�UHVSRQGLQJ�RI¿FHUV�WR�WKH�JHWDZD\�YHKLFOH���7KH�FKDVH�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�E\�SROLFH�GDVKERDUG�FDPHUDV�
ZKLOH�RQH�RI�WKH�VXEMHFWV�FDOOHG�����WR�GHPDQG�WKH\�EH�DOORZHG�WR�HVFDSH��XOWLPDWHO\�WKUHDWHQLQJ�DQG�¿ULQJ�D�EXOOHW�LQWR�DQRWKHU�YHKLFOH�
before crashing into a police car.

Bank Robbery, Chicago, FBI


