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BS4 Crime Scene Reconstruction of Nine United States Air Force Members Killed in 
Kabul, Afghanistan

Chad W. Hutchins, MFS*, 652 Mossy Oak Trail, Waverly, GA 31565; and Alison R. Babcock, MFS, 1030 S Aspen Street, Buckley AFB, 
CO 80011

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand some principles of crime scene reconstruction, such as how to gain 

H[SOLFLW�NQRZOHGJH�IURP�D�VHULHV�RI�HYHQWV�RU�HYHQW�VHJPHQWV�WKDW�VXUURXQG�WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ�RI�D�FULPH��WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�GHGXFWLYH�
DQG� LQGXFWLYH� UHDVRQLQJ�� WKH� LQWHJUDWLRQ� DQG� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI� SK\VLFDO� HYLGHQFH�� VWULFW� DGKHUHQFH� WR� WKH� VFLHQWL¿F�PHWKRG�� DQG� WKH�
LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLS�RI�DOO�WKH�FRPSRQHQWV�LQWR�D�¿QDO�SURGXFW�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by demonstrating how crime scene reconstruction can enhance an 

investigation with critical interdisciplinary reliance.  Crime scene processing techniques, criminalistics, digital sciences, pathology, 

VHURORJ\�WR[LFRORJ\��¿UHDUPV�DQDO\VLV��DQG�RWKHU�GLVFLSOLQHV�RI�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�DOO�FRQWULEXWH�YLWDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ� WKLV�H[DPSOH�RI�D�
practical application of crime scene reconstruction.

On April 27, 2011, eight United States Air Force (USAF) active duty members and one civilian were murdered by a trusted Afghan 

SLORW�EHLQJ�PHQWRUHG�E\�WKH�86$)�PHPEHUV�LQ�D�VXUSULVLQJ�EOLW]�VW\OH�DWWDFN���7KH�LQFLGHQW�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�WKH�WZR�VWRU\�$IJKDQ�$LU�&RUSV�
+HDGTXDUWHUV�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�WKH�$IJKDQ�$LU�)RUFH¶V�VLGH�RI�WKH�.DEXO�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$LUSRUW��.DEXO��$IJKDQLVWDQ�� �-XVW�EHIRUH�D�URXWLQH�
ZHHNO\�PHHWLQJ��VHYHQ�86$)�DFWLYH�GXW\�PHPEHUV�DQG�RQH�FLYLOLDQ�ZHUH�JXQQHG�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�$IJKDQ�$LU�&RPPDQG�DQG�&RQWURO�&HQWHU�
�$&&&���WKH�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�WR�WDNH�SODFH�MXVW�PLQXWHV�ODWHU�LQ�DQ�DGMRLQLQJ�FRQIHUHQFH�URRP���7KH�HLJKWK�86$)�DFWLYH�GXW\�PHPEHU�ZDV�
murdered just outside the building after he and another active duty USAF member exited the conference room and engaged the gunman 

WKURXJKRXW�WZR�VHSDUDWH�KDOOZD\V�RI�WKH�KHDGTXDUWHUV�EXLOGLQJ���7KH�JXQPDQ�ZDV�ZRXQGHG�DW�VRPH�SRLQW�GXULQJ�WKH�JXQ�¿JKW��ZKLFK�
OHIW�FOXHV�WR�KLV�DFWLRQV�EHIRUH�KH�ZDONHG�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�ÀRRU�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�ZKHUH�KH�VXVWDLQHG�WZR�IDWDO�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV�WR�WKH�FKHVW�

)RXU� GLIIHUHQW�PXOWL�QDWLRQDO� UHVSRQVH� DQG� ODZ� HQIRUFHPHQW� WHDPV� SURFHVVHG� WKH� VFHQH� EHIRUH� WKH�$LU� )RUFH�2I¿FH� RI� 6SHFLDO�
,QYHVWLJDWLRQV��$)26,��ZDV�DOORZHG�XQUHVWULFWHG�DFFHVV�¿YH�GD\V�ODWHU���%\�WKLV�WLPH��IXUQLWXUH�KDG�EHHQ�PRYHG�IURP�LWV�RULJLQDO�SRVLWLRQ�
and cleaned, all visible projectiles and cartridge casings had been collected in a manner which made it impossible to determine exactly 

ZKHUH�WKH\�KDG�FRPH�IURP��EORRG�RQ�WKH�ÀRRUV�DQG�ZDOOV�KDG�EHHQ�FOHDQHG�DQG�SDLQWHG�RYHU��JODVV�FRQWDLQLQJ�EXOOHW�KROHV�KDG�EHHQ�
replaced, and the decedent’s clothes had been incinerated.

0DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�ZHUH� LPPHGLDWHO\�DVNHG�� �:DV� WKHUH�PRUH� WKDQ�RQH�JXQPDQ"� ,I�QRW��KRZ�FRXOG�RQH�SHUVRQ�PXUGHU� WKLV�PDQ\�
PLOLWDU\�PHPEHUV��PRVW� RI�ZKRP�ZHUH� DUPHG��ZLWKRXW� EHLQJ� VWRSSHG"�&ULPH� VFHQH� UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZDV� WKH� RQO\�ZD\� WR� WDNH� WKLV�
extremely complex case with fragmented physical evidence from a severely contaminated crime scene and produce answers.

6WDWHPHQWV�IURP�VHYHUDO�$IJKDQ�ZLWQHVVHV�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�$&&&�ZHUH�XVHG�WR�DLG�LQ�WKH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ��KRZHYHU��DYDLODEOH�SK\VLFDO�
HYLGHQFH�DQG�DXWRSV\�¿QGLQJV�ZHUH�FUXFLDO���7KH�UHVW�RI�WKH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ��VSDQQLQJ�D�EXLOGLQJ�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��������VTXDUH�IHHW��
UHOLHG�KHDYLO\�XSRQ�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�SK\VLFDO�HYLGHQFH��GHGXFWLYH�DQG�LQGXFWLYH�UHDVRQLQJ��DQG�DSSO\LQJ�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�PHWKRG�WR�FRPH�WR�
conclusions.

0DQ\�WLPHV�D�FULPH�VFHQH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�DFFRPSOLVKHG�WR�DQVZHU�D�VSHFL¿F�TXHVWLRQ�RU�VHTXHQFH�VSHFL¿F�HYHQWV�LQYROYHG�LQ�
a crime.  In this case, the reconstruction was performed to simply identify the major event segments and place them in as much of 

D�VHTXHQFH�DV�SRVVLEOH�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��³:KDW�KDSSHQHG"´�7KLV�HQDEOHG�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�RQO\�RQH�JXQPDQ�DQG�
provided clues as to how one person could carry out a murder spree against military personnel who were carrying weapons.

5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ��6FLHQWL¿F�0HWKRG��$IJKDQLVWDQ


