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BS7 The Businessman, the Wife, the Aunt, and the Children:  Multiple Murders by 
Drowning

Chris Milroy, MD, LLB*, Ottawa Hospital, 501 Smyth Road, Box 117, 4th Fl CCW, Ottawa, ON K1H 8L6, CANADA

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�³KRQRU�NLOOLQJV´�DQG�WKH�UROH�WKH\�SOD\�LQ�FHUWDLQ�VRFLHWLHV��WKH�SDWKRORJ\�
of drowning, and the importance of a complete death investigation system.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing an understanding of the importance of a full autopsy in 

drowning cases and the role that cultural values play in supplying a motive for some homicides.

2Q�-XQH�����������QHDU�WKH�&LW\�RI�.LQJVWRQ��2QWDULR��D�FDU�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�5LGHDX�&DQDO��D�����PLOH�����NP��FDQDO�WKDW�UXQV�
between Ottawa and Kingston, Ontario.  When a diver located the car, there were four bodies present.  The bodies were recovered and 

a Nissan® Sentra® car removed from the water.  On the same day, a Canadian businessman of Afghani origin reported that three of his 

daughters, aged 19, 17, and 13 years of age were missing along with their 50-year-old aunt.  The father reported that they had been on 

KROLGD\�DW�1LDJDUD�)DOOV��ZHUH�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�0RQWUHDO��DQG�VWRSSHG�DW�D�PRWHO�IRU�WKH�QLJKW���7KH����\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU��ZKR�KDG�DSSDUHQWO\�
EHHQ�OHDUQLQJ�WR�GULYH��ZDV�UHSRUWHG�WR�KDYH�WDNHQ�WKH�FDU�NH\V�WR�WKH�1LVVDQ® Sentra® stating she needed something, and had then driven 

off with her aunt and sisters.

When the bodies were recovered, the police initially assumed the deaths were an accident.  Postmortem examinations were conducted 

and the deaths were recorded as drownings.  Toxicological analysis of the four victims was negative.

+RZHYHU�� VRRQ�DIWHU� WKH�GHDWKV��.LQJVWRQ�SROLFH�EHFDPH�FRQFHUQHG� WKDW� WKH�GHDWKV�ZHUH�QRW�DFFLGHQWDO�� �7KH�ROGHVW� VRQ�RI� WKH�
EXVLQHVVPDQ�KDG�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�DQ�DFFLGHQW�ZLWK�KLV�FDU�LQ�0RQWUHDO�RQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�WKH�ERGLHV�KDG�EHHQ�IRXQG�
DQG�KDG�UHSRUWHG�WKH�FUDVK�WR�WKH�0RQWUHDO�SROLFH��WKRXJK�QR�RWKHU�FDU�ZDV�LQYROYHG���+RZHYHU��JODVV�IRXQG�DW�WKH�VFHQH�LQ�.LQJVWRQ�
indicated that the glass was from the Lexus®��ZKLFK�KDG�D�GHIHFW�LQ�WKH�KHDGOLJKW��WKH�VRQ�ZDV�GULYLQJ�LQ�0RQWUHDO�

A very comprehensive criminal investigation which involved multiple jurisdictions was conducted.  The aunt turned out to be the 

¿UVW�ZLIH�RI�WKH�EXVLQHVVPDQ��ZKR�ZDV�LQ�D�SRO\JDPRXV�PDUULDJH�ZLWK�KLV�VHFRQG�ZLIH��WKH�PRWKHU�RI�DOO�VHYHQ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\���
2Q�-XO\�����������WKH�EXVLQHVVPDQ��KLV�ZLIH��DQG�WKHLU�ROGHVW�VRQ�ZHUH�DUUHVWHG�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�¿UVW�GHJUHH�PXUGHU�RI�
all four victims.

,QTXLUHV�E\�WKH�SROLFH�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKH�IRXU�YLFWLPV�LQ�WKH�FDU�KDG�EHHQ�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�NLOOHG���7KH�HYLGHQFH�GLG�QRW�VXSSRUW�WKH�IRXU�
YLFWLPV�G\LQJ�LQ�WKH�FDU��DV�WKH\�DSSHDUHG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�NLOOHG�HOVHZKHUH���&RYHUW�VXUYHLOODQFH�KDG�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKH�IDWKHU��PRWKHU��DQG�
VRQ�KDG�EHHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�NLOOLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�VLEOLQJV���7KH�VRQ�VXEVHTXHQWO\�DGPLWWHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�DW�WKH�VFHQH�ZKHQ�WKH�1LVVDQ��
entered the water, but said it was an accident. 

7KH�PRWLYH�SUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�WKHVH�GHDWKV�ZHUH�³KRQRU´�NLOOLQJV�EDVHG�XSRQ�WKH�WKUHH�WHHQDJH�JLUOV�KDYLQJ�
EHFRPH�WRR�³ZHVWHUQL]HG�´�7KH�RIIHQFHV�KDYH�EHHQ�FDOOHG�³KRQRULFLGHV´�E\�WKH�SUHVV�

7KH�EXVLQHVVPDQ��KLV�ZLIH��DQG�VRQ�ZHUH�WULHG�IRU�¿UVW�GHJUHH�KRPLFLGH���7KH�WULDO�ODVWHG�RYHU�WZR�PRQWKV�DQG�LQYROYHG�ZLWQHVVHV�
JLYLQJ�HYLGHQFH�LQ�IRXU�ODQJXDJHV�LQFOXGLQJ�'DUL��WKH�3HUVLDQ�GLDOHFW�VSRNHQ�E\�WKH�GHIHQGDQWV���%RWK�SDUHQWV�JDYH�HYLGHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�
defense, but not the son.  The jury returned guilty verdicts against all three defendants.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�KRZ�WKH�FRPSOH[�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�GHYHORSHG��WKH�SDWKRORJ\�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV��DQG�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�³KRQRU�
NLOOLQJV�´

Homicide, Drowning, Honor Killing


