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C3 Assessing the Relationship Between Individual Differences and Child 
Pornography Image Preferences in an Internet Sample of Child Pornography 
Consumers

Kathryn C. Seigfried-Spellar, PhD*, University of Alabama, 410 Farrah Hall, Box 870320, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487

After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of the relationship between child pornography image 
preferences and personality characteristics.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO� LPSDFW� WKH� IRUHQVLF� VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�DVVHVVLQJ�ZKHWKHU�SHUVRQDOLW\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DUH� VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
related to the types of images preferred by internet pornography users.  The preferred type or genre of images, rather than the collection 
itself, may provide researchers with a better understanding of the personality characteristics associated with child pornography use.

Internet child pornography is not only a global epidemic, it is one of the fastest growing crimes in the United States.  According to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the United States has seen a 2,500% increase in the last ten years in the number of child pornography 
DUUHVWV���:KDW�GULYHV�VRPHRQH�WR�FROOHFW�GLIIHUHQW�JHQUHV�RI�SRUQRJUDSK\�LV�XQNQRZQ��KRZHYHU��RQH�WKLQJ�LV�IRU�FHUWDLQ��WKH�FROOHFWLRQV�
of child pornography users are vastly different.  According to Taylor et al., child pornography should be considered as a wide range of 
LPDJHV��ZKLFK�LQYROYH�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�FKLOG�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ��H�J���LQQRFHQW�YV��HURWLF��SRVLQJ�YV��VDGLVWLF��1

In general, research suggests that the majority of offenders are collecting images of young children with higher levels of child sexual 
YLFWLPL]DWLRQ��H�J���VH[XDO�SHQHWUDWLRQ��VDGLVWLF�YLROHQFH��2,3  For example, the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre reported 
an increase in the number of non-commercial sources depicting babies and toddlers in child sex abuse images, as well as an increase in 
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LPDJHV�GHSLFWLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW�UDFLDO�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�ORFDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�6RXWK�$PHULFD�DQG�6RXWK�.RUHD�4,5  In 
addition, the United Kingdom’s Internet Watch Foundation reported an increase in the number of commercial websites depicting severe 
forms of child sexual abuse with more than half (69%) of the child victims appearing to be under the age of ten years.6  Of those images, 
24% appeared to be under the age of six years and 4% of the child victims appearing to be to be under the age of two years.6 

The preferred type or genre of images, rather than the collection, may provide researchers with a better understanding of the 
SHUVRQDOLW\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�FKLOG�SRUQRJUDSK\�XVH��KRZHYHU��WKLV�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�LQGLYLGXDO�GLIIHUHQFHV��H�J���H[WUDYHUVLRQ��
DQG�W\SHV�RI�LPDJHV��H�J���DJH�RI�FKLOG��VDGLVWLF�YV��HURWLF��FROOHFWHG�E\�FKLOG�SRUQRJUDSK\�XVHUV�KDV�\HW�WR�EH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�DQDO\]HG�7  
7KHUHIRUH��WKH�FXUUHQW�VWXG\�ZLOO�EH�WKH�¿UVW�WR�DVVHVV�ZKHWKHU�SHUVRQDOLW\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�W\SHV�RI�LPDJHV�
SUHIHUUHG�E\�LQWHUQHW�SRUQRJUDSK\�XVHUV�� �7KH�VSHFL¿F�JRDO�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�ZDV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�FHUWDLQ�SHUVRQDOLW\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�ZHUH�
predictive of certain child pornography image preferences. 

This study was conducted electronically using an anonymous, internet-based survey in order to sample child pornography users 
IURP�WKH�³JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�LQWHUQHW�XVHUV´�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FOLQLFDO�RU�IRUHQVLF�SRSXODWLRQ�� �5HVSRQGHQWV�ZHUH�VROLFLWHG�IURP�WKH�
ZHEVLWH�0HFKDQLFDO�7XUN©��UHVHDUFK�VWXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�0HFKDQLFDO�7XUN© may be used to obtain high-quality data inexpensively and 
UDSLGO\�IURP�D�GLYHUVH�SDUWLFLSDQW�SRRO�DQG�LW�SURYLGHV�EHWWHU�JHQHUDOL]DELOLW\�WKDQ�VQRZEDOO�VDPSOLQJ�SURFHGXUHV�8,9 

For the current study, more than 1,000 respondents completed the anonymous internet-based survey.  The results and future 
LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�VWXG\¶V�¿QGLQJV�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�
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