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E15 Effective Use of the Multidisciplinary Approach Is Critical to Solving 
Contemporary Violent Crime

David J. Zeliff, MFS*, 102 Glacier Way, Stafford, VA 22554; and Michael J. Bosse, MFS*, HQ, 19th MP Bn, CID, 314 Sasaoka 
%RXOHYDUG��:$$)��6FKR¿HOG�%DUUDFNV��+,������

After attending this presentation, attendees will better appreciate the necessity of employing a multidisciplinary approach in violent 

crime investigation.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by demonstrating that the complexity, motivations for, and high-level 

education-based execution of violent crimes necessitate effectively using a wide spectrum of disciplines within the forensic community.

7KH�³)RUHQVLF�)DPLO\´�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�DV�SDUW�RI�WDVN�IRUFH�DQG�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�VROYLQJ�VHYHUDO�FROG�FDVH�PXUGHUV�DQG�UDSHV�
The explosion of forensic crime dramas, true-life documentaries, and the parallel increase in available academic forensic education 

has forever impacted the art of criminal investigation.  Savvy criminals are taught in a wide variety of areas how to circumvent traditional 

FULPH�¿JKWLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV��WKZDUW�WUDGLWLRQDO�FULPH�VFHQH�SURFHVVLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV��DQG�PDVN�RU�REOLWHUDWH�YDULRXV�W\SHV�RI�SK\VLFDO�HYLGHQFH�
WUDGLWLRQDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�YLROHQW�FULPHV���7KH�NLOOHU�KLJKOLJKWHG�LQ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RZQHG�PXOWLSOH�WH[W�ERRNV�RQ�WUDFH�
evidence.

Over the course of more than 60 years of criminal investigative experience, a dramatic shift in the time and effort spent by perpetrators 

in staging or simply altering crime scenes, in an effort to avoid forensic detection, in even the most emotional and anger-fueled violent 

FULPHV�KDV�EHHQ�VHHQ���7KLV�VWXG\�ZLOO�SUHVHQW�D�FDVH�ZKLFK�LOOXVWUDWHV�KRZ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�DIIHFWHG�WKH�SODQQLQJ�DQG�
execution of a murder, and how leveraging the multidisciplinary approach in processing the crime scene, incorporating the forensic 

SDWKRORJ\�¿QGLQJV��DQG�FRPELQLQJ�WKH�UHVXOWV�ZLWK�WUDGLWLRQDO�VWDOZDUW�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�PHWKRGV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU��
The illustrated case involved the murder of a single female soldier (mother of two children) in her government quarters where 

VKH�ZDV�EHDWHQ��VWDEEHG�RQFH��KLW�LQ�WKH�KHDG�ZLWK�D�KDPPHU��PDQXDOO\�VWUDQJOHG��DQG�¿QDOO\�DVSK\[LDWHG�ZLWK�D�OLJDWXUH���$IWHU�VHYHQ�
PRQWKV��D�WDVN�IRUFH�ZDV�IRUPHG�DQG�PXOWLSOH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�³)RUHQVLF�)DPLO\´�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�UHVROXWLRQ�RI�WKLV�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ���
7KH�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU¶V�RI¿FH�SURYLGHG�SDWKRORJLFDO�DVVHVVPHQW��WKH�VFHQH�LWVHOI�ZDV�DVVHVVHG�WR�LQFOXGH�DOO�EORRG�SDWWHUQV�WKDW�DOORZHG�
D�VHTXHQFLQJ�RI�HYHQWV��D�SDQW\�KRVH�ZUDSSHU�ZDV�FROOHFWHG�DQG�DQDO\]HG�ZKLFK�UHYHDOHG�D�ODWHQW�IRRWZHDU�LPSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�XOWLPDWHO\�
PDWFKHG�WKH�IRRWZHDU�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW��VNLOOHG�LQWHUYLHZLQJ�DQG�FRJQLWLYH�LQWHUYLHZLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�ZHUH�XVHG��DQG�FULPLQDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�
PHWKRG�RI�RSHUDWLRQ�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�EHLQJ�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�D�WULSOH�PXUGHU��DORQJ�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�EUHDN�LQV��DQG�UDSHV�RYHU�D�PXOWL�\HDU�
period along the east coast. 

8OWLPDWHO\��WKH�VXEMHFW�ZDV�FRQYLFWHG�DQG�UHFHLYHG�D�OLIH�VHQWHQFH�LQ�SULVRQ���+H�ZDV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�FRQYLFWHG�RI�D�WULSOH�PXUGHU�DQG�
received the death sentence.  The subject was executed in 2005 after all appeals were exhausted.
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