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E16 Multidisciplinary Approach to a Staged Sexual Assault

Steven Geniuk, MS*, 91-1043 Hookaahea Street, Ewa Beach, HI 96706; and Arthur S. Chancellor, MA*, 131 Wed Denning Road, 
Angier, NC 27501

After attending this presentation, attendees will better appreciate the value of a multidisciplinary approach to investigations, 

LQFOXGLQJ�YDULRXV�SULQFLSOHV�RI�VH[�DVVDXOW�FULPH�VFHQH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�NH\�HYLGHQFH��D�GLYHUVH�VSHFWUXP�RI�ODERUDWRU\�
examinations, and expert analysis of staging elements.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by demonstrating how positive results were achieved through 

FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�WHDPZRUN�DPRQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�IRUHQVLF�IDPLO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�FDVH���1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�IDU�ÀXQJ�WKH�LQFLGHQWV��KRZ�UHPRWH�
the crime scenes, or how complex the scenario, investigators should coordinate efforts and approach the case from several angles for the 

highest chance of success.

This a case study demonstrates how an interdisciplinary approach to the investigation resolved a unique example of a complex 

staged sexual assault.  Proper crime scene processing and collection of evidence allowed investigators, laboratory technicians, crime 

DQDO\VWV��DQG�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�H[SHUWV� WR�SURSHUO\�HYDOXDWH�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�� UHFRJQL]H�KRZ�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI� WKH� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZHQW�DERXW�
staging multiple scenes, and ultimately secure a confession and subsequent conviction of the perpetrator.

,Q�WKLV�FDVH��WKH�YLFWLP��D�VROGLHU�GHSOR\HG�WR�$IJKDQLVWDQ��UHSRUWHG�VKH�ZDV�DVVDXOWHG�E\�WZR�PHQ�LQWHQW�RQ�UDSLQJ�KHU��KRZHYHU��
VKH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�¿JKW�WKHP�RII���7KH�YLFWLP�ZDV�HYHQWXDOO\�UHWXUQHG�IURP�WKH�FRPEDW�]RQH�WR�*HRUJLD��ZKHUH�VKH�WKHQ�UHSRUWHG�UHFHLYLQJ�
two threatening notes, apparently from the suspects involved in the initial assault in Afghanistan.  The victim was then transferred to 

+DZDLL�IRU�KHU�VDIHW\��EXW�ZLWKLQ�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�KHU�DUULYDO��VKH�UHSRUWHG�D�EOLW]�DVVDXOW�LQ�KHU�EDUUDFNV�URRP��ZKHUH�VKH�ZDV�DVVDXOWHG��
WLHG�XS��DQG�UDSHG�ZLWK�D�NQLIH�KDQGOH���,Q�WKH�ODVW�LQVWDQFH��WKH�YLFWLP�DOVR�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�RIIHQGHU�KDG�ZULWWHQ�WKUHDWHQLQJ�FRPPHQWV�
RQ�KHU�ERG\���&RPSOLFDWLQJ�WKH�LVVXH�ZDV�WKH�IDFW�WKH�YLFWLP�SRVLWLYHO\�LGHQWL¿HG�D�VXVSHFW�GXULQJ�D�OLQHXS�EDVHG�RQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�
the initial incident.  Investigation combined with several forensic examinations established all the reports were false.  Once confronted 

ZLWK�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�IRUHQVLF�HYLGHQFH��WKH�YLFWLP�FRQIHVVHG�WR�IDOVLI\LQJ�HDFK�LQFLGHQW�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�D�¿QDO�WUDQVIHU�WR�D�PLOLWDU\�EDVH�QHDU�
her family. 

This case study illustrates how a multidisciplinary approach provided investigators with the tools they needed to successfully 

UHVROYH�WKH�FDVH�WKURXJK�SURSHU�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�VH[�DVVDXOW�FULPH�VFHQH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�NH\�SLHFHV�RI�HYLGHQFH��DSSURSULDWH�
use of a wide variety of laboratory disciplines, and incorporation of expert analysis.
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