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E17 Do We Have the Right Guy?  Connecting One Suspect to Two Brutal Attempted 
Sexual Assaults in Neighboring Police Jurisdictions

Matthew C. Wietbrock, BS*, 629 N 6th Street, Lafayette, IN 47909

After attending this presentation, attendees will learn the details surrounding two brutal attempted rapes which occurred on a cold 

QLJKW�LQ�1RYHPEHU������RQ�WKH�FDPSXV�RI�3XUGXH�8QLYHUVLW\���7KH�RIIHQGHU�RI�WKHVH�DWWDFNV�ZDV�TXLFNO\�DSSUHKHQGHG�DQG�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�
investigation led to a criminal conviction.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�GHWDLOLQJ�IRUHQVLF�WDVNV�ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�
investigation as well as investigative strategies which were employed.  The techniques which the suspect used to conceal his identity 

will be presented to educate the attendees as to these methods.  The results of forensic laboratory examination, which helped lead to 

conviction, and lessons learned at trial will also be discussed.

7KH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKLV�FDVH�EHJDQ�MXVW�EHIRUH������S�P��RQ�1RYHPEHU�����������ZKHQ�WKH�3XUGXH�8QLYHUVLW\�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�UHFHLYHG�
DQ�HPHUJHQF\�����FDOO�ZKLFK�UHSRUWHG�D�SRVVLEOH�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�LQ�WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW�RI�D�XQLYHUVLW\�VRURULW\���$�EDVLF�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�
VXVSHFW�ZDV�REWDLQHG��DQG�RI¿FHUV�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�VFHQH��ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�³VNLQQ\�IUDPHG�´�:KLWH�PDOH�ZKR�KDG�ÀHG�IURP�WKH�VFHQH�LQ�
DQ�XQNQRZQ�GLUHFWLRQ��

$SSUR[LPDWHO\����PLQXWHV�ODWHU�DQG�����PLOHV�DZD\��D�VHFRQG�DWWDFN�ZDV�UHSRUWHG��WKLV�WLPH�WR�WKH�:HVW�/DID\HWWH�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW��
DV�LW�RFFXUUHG�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�MXULVGLFWLRQ���$OWKRXJK�WKH�PDQQHU�RI�WKH�UHSRUWHG�DWWDFN�VHHPHG�VLPLODU��WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�VXVSHFW�ZDV�
ZLOGO\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�¿UVW�DWWDFN���7KLV�GHVFULSWLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�RI�D�ODUJH��PXVFXODU�%ODFN�PDOH��

6KRUWO\�WKHUHDIWHU��D�GD\�VKLIW�SDWURO�VHUJHDQW��ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�DQ�RYHUWLPH�DVVLJQPHQW��EHJDQ�SDWUROOLQJ�WKH�DUHD�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
DWWDFNV�DW�KLV�RZQ�LQLWLDWLYH���+H�VRRQ�ORFDWHG�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO��PDWFKLQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�VXVSHFW¶V�GHVFULSWLRQ��ZKR�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�IROORZLQJ�
D�IHPDOH�ZKR�ZDV�ZDONLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�VLGHZDON���8SRQ�FORVHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��LW�ZDV�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQ�KDG�EORRG�YLVLEOH�RQ�KLV�FORWKHV�
DQG�KDQGV���+H�ZDV�WKHQ�DSSURDFKHG�E\�RI¿FHUV�DQG�GHWDLQHG�IRU�IXUWKHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ���$IWHU�D�IHZ�LQLWLDO�GHQLDOV��DQG�D�VWRU\�DERXW�D�
EORRG\�QRVH��KH�ZDV�WDNHQ�LQWR�FXVWRG\�

$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�KLV�GHWHQWLRQ��WKH�VXVSHFW�FOHDUO\�UHVHPEOHG�WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�DWWDFNHU�DQG�LPPHGLDWH�HYLGHQFH�DV�WR�KLV�
SRVVLEOH�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�DWWDFN�ZDV�\HW�WR�EH�SURYLGHG�E\�ODERUDWRU\�DQDO\VLV�

7KH�QH[W�QLJKW��DQRWKHU�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�DUHD���7KLV�VHFRQG�QLJKW�ZLWK�D�UHSRUWHG�DWWDFN�FDXVHG�JUHDW�DODUP�
ZLWKLQ�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\���7KHUH�ZDV�D�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�KDG�WR�EH�DQVZHUHG�IRU�LQYHVWLJDWRUV��PRUH�TXLFNO\�WKDQ�ODERUDWRU\�UHVXOWV�
FRXOG�SURYLGH���'LG�WKH\�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�VXVSHFW"

$Q�XQRUWKRGR[�VROXWLRQ�ZDV�WKRXJKW�RI�E\�D�3XUGXH�GHWHFWLYH�ZKR�PDGH�D�FDOO�WR�D�EORRGKRXQG�KDQGOHU�ZLWK�ZKRP�KH�KDG�ZRUNHG�
LQ�WKH�SDVW���:LWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�³6DP´�WKH�EORRGKRXQG�DQG�KHU�WUXVW\�QRVH��LQYHVWLJDWRUV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�FRQQHFW��DOEHLW�FLUFXPVWDQWLDOO\��WKH�
VXVSHFW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�FULPH��

/DWHU��WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�SURYHG�WKDW�SULRU�WR�WKH�¿UVW�DWWDFN��WKH�VXVSHFW�KDG�IDVKLRQHG�D�PDVN�RXW�RI�D�WHH�VKLUW�WR�FRQFHDO�KLV�LGHQWLW\��
DQG�KDG�HYHQ�JRQH�EDFN�WR�KLV�UHVLGHQFH�WR�FKDQJH�FORWKHV��SULRU�WR�FRPPLWWLQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�DWWHPSWHG�UDSH��

7KLV� SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO� GHWDLO� WKH� IRUHQVLF� HYLGHQFH�ZKLFK�ZDV� FROOHFWHG� DQG� WKH� HYHQWXDO� ODERUDWRU\�'1$� UHVXOWV�� �7HFKQLTXHV�
XWLOL]HG�DQG�OHVVRQV�OHDUQHG�DERXW� WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�D�FRPSOH[�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�GLVFXVVHG�DV�ZHOO�DV� WKH�HYHQWXDO�VHQWHQFH�
received by the suspect. 

Attempted Rape, DNA, Bloodhound


