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E23 Blunt Force and Fire — Four Victims and the One Who Got Away:  Case Study of 
a Serial Murderer

Dayle L. Hinman, BS*, Farrell & Associates, Inc, 3830 S Highway A-1-A, Ste 4, #200, Melbourne Beach, FL 32951

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EHWWHU�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�HI¿FDF\�RI�FROODERUDWLYH�ZRUNLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
various professional disciplines involved in criminal investigations.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�H[SRVLQJ�SDUWLFLSDQWV�WR�VRPH�RI�WKH�NH\�VWHSV�WKDW�ZHUH�XWLOL]HG�
LQ�VROYLQJ�D�GLI¿FXOW�VHULDO�PXUGHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�

,Q�WKH�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�KRXUV�RI�$XJXVW����������D�PDQ�ZDONLQJ�RQ�WKH�UDLOURDG�WUDFNV�LQ�WKH�$OODSDWWDK�SURGXFH�GLVWULFW�RI�0LDPL�
GLVFRYHUHG�WKH�ERG\�RI�9LGD�+LFNV���7KHUH�ZDV�WUDXPD�WR�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�KHDG�DQG�VKH�ZDV�SDUWLDOO\�EXUQHG���,W�ZDV�QRW�UHDGLO\�DSSDUHQW�LI�
VKH�ZDV�WKH�YLFWLP�RI�DQ�DFFLGHQW�RU�KRPLFLGH���1LQH�ZHHNV�ODWHU��WKH�ERG\�RI�'LDQH�1HOPV�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����IHHW�DZD\�
at the same location.  She had also sustained blunt trauma to the head and was burned postmortem.  The similarities between the two 

FDVHV�ZHUH�VWULNLQJ���7KH�SROLFH�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�DUHD�ZDV�LPPHGLDWHO\�LQWHQVL¿HG�DQG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�RZQHUV�UHDFWHG�E\�UHPRYLQJ�DOO�IROLDJH�
DQG�GHEULV�WR�SUHYHQW�FRYHU�IRU�IXUWKHU�DWWDFNV���7KLV�WDFWLF�HIIHFWLYHO\�ZRUNHG�IRU�WKH�SURGXFH�GLVWULFW�EXW�PRYHG�WKH�RIIHQGHU�D�PLOH�
DZD\���&KHU\O�5D\�ZDV�DWWDFNHG�LQ�D�FHPHWHU\�DFURVV�IURP�%LVFD\QH�%D\�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�WKUHH�PRQWKV�ODWHU���/LNH�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�YLFWLPV��
VKH�ZDV�EOXGJHRQHG��GRXVHG�ZLWK�DQ�DFFHOHUDQW��DQG�ZRRGHQ�PDWFKHV�ZHUH�XVHG�WR�VWDUW�KHU�FORWKLQJ�RQ�¿UH���$�ZLWQHVV�FDPH�IRUZDUG�
ZKR�UHSRUWHG�VHHLQJ�0V��5D\�VLWWLQJ�RQ�D�EXV�EHQFK�RXWVLGH�WKH�FHPHWHU\���6KH�ZDV�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�PDOH�ZKR�KDG�KLV�
KDLU�VW\OHG�LQ�ORQJ�GUHDGORFNV���7KH�ZLWQHVV�DVVLVWHG�D�SROLFH�DUWLVW�ZLWK�D�FRPSRVLWH�RI�WKH�VXVSHFW���7KH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
LQFUHDVHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DUHD�RI�SDWURO���7ZR�PRQWKV�ODWHU��WKH�RIIHQGHU�VWUXFN�DJDLQ���-DQLFH�&R[�ZDV�DWWDFNHG�LQVLGH�DQ�
abandoned gas station west of the previously targeted areas in a very similar manner.  The indoor scene provided a distinctive boot print 

that had not been available in the three previous outdoor scenes. 

:LWK�WKH�DWWDFNV�RFFXUULQJ�RYHU�DQ�HLJKW�PRQWK�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�VWURQJO\�VXVSHFWHG�WKDW�WKH�RIIHQGHU�ZDV�ORFDO�WR�
WKH�DUHD���7KH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�DOO�VLPLODU�LQ�DJH�DQG�DSSHDUDQFH���7KH�SHUSHWUDWRU�PRVW�OLNHO\�EURXJKW�D�ZHDSRQ�WR�WKH�VFHQH�DORQJ�ZLWK�DQ�
DFFHOHUDQW�DQG�PDWFKHV���,QYHVWLJDWRUV�VXVSHFWHG�WKDW�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�¿UH�ZDV�IRU�VRPH�UHDVRQ�RWKHU�WKDQ�WR�GHVWUR\�HYLGHQFH�DQG�WKH�
RIIHQGHU�DSSDUHQWO\�GLG�QRW�UHPDLQ�DW�WKH�VFHQHV�WR�ZDWFK�WKH�¿UH���$�WDVN�IRUFH�FRPSULVHG�RI�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�IURP�WKH�0LDPL�
3ROLFH��)ORULGD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DZ�(QIRUFHPHQW��DQG�WKH�)HGHUDO�%XUHDX�RI�,QYHVWLJDWLRQ�ÀRRGHG�WKH�DUHD�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�SUHYHQW�IXUWKHU�
DWWDFNV��GHYHORS�QHZ�OHDGV��DQG�KXQW�IRU�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU���7KH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�VHHPLQJO\�WXUQHG�D�FRUQHU�ZKHQ�D�ZRPDQ�WKH\�LQWHUYLHZHG�
UHSRUWHG�WKDW�VKH�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�ÀHG�IURP�D�PDQ�ZKR�DWWDFNHG�KHU�DQG�VWUXFN�KHU�RQ�WKH�KHDG�²�EHIRUH�WKH�PXUGHUV�EHJDQ��

The investigation was successfully concluded due to the synergy created by the collaboration of the law enforcement and forensic 

community. 
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