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E28 Murder or Accidental Drowning in a Bathtub?  Case Studies of Drowning and 
Non-Aquatic Homicides Staged as Bathtub Drowning Accidents and Suicides

Andrea Zaferes, BA*, PO Box 601, Shokan, NY 12481; and Mary E.S. Case, MD*, 6059 N Hanley Road, St. Louis, MO 63134

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�EHWWHU�UHFRJQL]H�VLJQV�RI�IRXO�SOD\�VSHFL¿F�WR�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�
pediatric and adult homicides committed either by drowning or by non-aquatic means that are then staged as bathtub drowning accidents 

or suicides.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing an increased awareness of these types of Bodies-Found-

,Q�%DWKWXE��%),%��KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�RI�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�HDUO\�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�UHG�ÀDJV��PRUH�HIIHFWLYH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��DQG�VXFFHVVIXO��
MXVWL¿HG�SURVHFXWLRQV�

6HYHQ�%),%�KRPLFLGH�FDVHV�ZLOO�EH�UHYLHZHG���,QLWLDOO\��DOPRVW�DOO�RI�WKHVH�FDVHV�ZHUH�WUHDWHG�DV�GURZQLQJ�DFFLGHQWV�XQWLO�VLJQL¿FDQW�
UHG�ÀDJV�RI�IRXO�SOD\�ZHUH�UHFRJQL]HG��VRPHWLPHV�\HDUV�ODWHU��FDXVLQJ�WKH�FDVHV�WR�EH�UH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�ZLWK�VXEVHTXHQW�KRPLFLGH�FRQYLFWLRQ�
results.  Each of these cases provides lessons learned that can be applied to all BFIB death investigations and prosecutions. 

+RPLFLGHV�VWDJHG�DV�GURZQLQJ�DFFLGHQWV�LQ�EDWKWXEV�SUHVHQW�D�QXPEHU�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�ZLWK�WKH�PDLQ�FKDOOHQJH�EHLQJ�D�ODFN�RI�VSHFLDOW\�
WUDLQLQJ�� �/DZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�PHGLFROHJDO� LQYHVWLJDWRUV� LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�PRWRU�YHKLFOH��¿UH�� DQG�DLUSODQH�FUDVK� IDWDOLWLHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�
DVVLVWHG�E\�FUDVK�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQLVWV��¿UH�LQYHVWLJDWRUV��DQG�)HGHUDO�$YLDWLRQ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�1DWLRQDO�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�6DIHW\�%RDUG��)$$�
NTSB) investigators, respectively, who typically have 40-1,000 hours of specialty training.  When investigating aquatic fatalities, law 

enforcement and death investigators are rarely given similar assistance by aquatic death specialists and are at a further disadvantage by 

having little to no aquatic death and homicidal drowning investigation training. 

The case studies presented represent several different types of BFIB homicides of which the forensic community needs to be made 

aware. 

Two cases involved children.  In one case, a 4-year-old male victim of premeditated homicide by his father was suffocated with 

Freon® with the scene staged as an accidental slip-and-fall bathtub drowning.  The second case involved a 3-year-old male who was 

VWDJHG�DV�D�FKRNLQJ�GHDWK�RQ�ODQG�DIWHU�EHLQJ�GURZQHG�E\�KLV�IRVWHU�PRWKHU�ZKHQ�GXQNLQJ�SXQLVKPHQW�ZHQW�WRR�IDU��
)LYH�FDVHV�LQYROYHG�DGXOW�ZRPHQ�PXUGHUHG�E\�WKHLU�KXVEDQGV�RU�RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV���,Q�WKH�¿UVW�FDVH��D����\HDU�ROG�ZRPDQ�ZDV�

assaulted and strangled in her bathroom, then deposited in her hot tub to stage an accidental drowning due to alcohol intoxication.  This 

case remained diagnosed as a drowning accident until the offender confessed to family members years later. 

$����\HDU�ROG�ZRPDQ�ZDV�GURZQHG�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG�LQ�D�KRW�WXE�ZLWK�VXEVHTXHQW�DFFLGHQWDO�VOLS�DQG�IDOO�VWDJLQJ���7KH�¿UVW�WULDO�HQGHG�
with a hung jury.  A subsequent investigation was conducted, including a reconstruction that was necessary to support the statement 

of the neighbor who witnessed the assault but who didn’t understand what she was observing.  The second trial resulted in a homicide 

conviction. 

7ZR�FDVHV� LQYROYHG�HOGHUO\�ZRPHQ�PXUGHUHG�E\� VXVSHFWHG� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV� IRU�PRQHWDU\�JDLQ�DQG� VWDJHG� WR� ORRN� OLNH� IDOOV� LQ�
EDWKWXEV���2QH�RI�WKH�FDVHV�ZDV�DQ����\HDU�ROG�ZRPDQ�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�EDWKWXE�¿OOHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU�LQ�D�VHFXUHG�FRQGR�ZLWK�KHU�IDFH�XQGHU�WKH�
water.  Autopsy revealed she had been strangled and beaten.  The second case was a 74-year-old woman found in a bathtub with no water 

ZLWK�H[WHQVLYH�WUDXPD�WR�KHU�SRVWHULRU�KHDG�DQG�FHUYLFDO�VSLQH�DQG�FKHVW�WUDXPD���$�VRDS�GLVK�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�ZDV�EURNHQ�DQG�IUDJPHQWV�
of that dish were found in her head wound.  The trauma to the scalp was seven lacerations which certainly exceeded what would be 

expected in a simple fall.  The cause of death was fracture of the C1 caused by the impacts to the head.

The remaining cases were of women drowned by their husbands with additional useful lessons learned regarding scene investigations 
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