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Accidental Trauma Mimicking Homicidal Violence
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agencies, death investigation agencies, and forensic pathologists in arriving at the correct conclusions regarding deaths due to trauma.
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by highlighting inter-agency cooperation in the investigation of cases
in which initial police investigations are suspicious for homicide, yet, following careful scene and death investigation, it is determined
that the cases actually represent accidental traumatic deaths.

importance of excellent death investigation in the overall realm of homicide investigations, it is at least equally important, if not more
suspicious for homicide, but upon closer investigation, it is determined that death is due to accidental trauma. This study covers three
cases, each of which had an initial investigation indicating a possible homicide. In each, only after a thorough scene and postmortem
examination did it become evident that each decedent was the victim of an unfortunate accident.
Case 1:
adjacent to the bathtub. Police considered the case a probable homicide. Autopsy revealed a deep sharp force injury of the axilla,
with transection of the right axillary artery and right axillary vein. Toxicology testing revealed acute ethanol intoxication. Subsequent

Case 2:
center, with apparent head injuries. Two distinct lacerations were evident on the left side of his scalp and the initial police impression
the initial police suspicion of lethal head injuries. Subsequent investigation revealed that the man had been using a crane-operated

Case 3:

police, death investigation agencies, and forensic pathologists, as well as careful, detailed scene investigation, postmortem examination,
and toxicology testing. Although each of the cases presented was initially considered an apparent homicide, detailed investigation
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