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E46 Are We There Yet?  The Testing of Unsubmitted Sexual Assault Kits and the 
Development of New Research Partnerships

Heather E. Waltke, MS*, 3601 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Unit 120, Washington, DC 20008; and Gerald M. LaPorte, MSFS, National 
,QVWLWXWH�RI�-XVWLFH��2I¿FH�RI�,QY�	�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFH������6HYHQWK�6WUHHW��1:��:DVKLQJWRQ��'&������

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EH�PRUH�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�DERXW�IHGHUDO�VXSSRUW�WR�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
agencies in their efforts to reduce the number of unsubmitted Sexual Assault Kits (SAKs).

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by demonstrating what research reveals regarding the nature of 

unsubmitted SAKs.

7KH�1DWLRQDO� ,QVWLWXWH� RI� -XVWLFH� �1,-��� WKH� UHVHDUFK�� GHYHORSPHQW�� DQG� HYDOXDWLRQ� DJHQF\� RI� WKH�8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�'HSDUWPHQW� RI�
Justice, leads the nation in supporting the forensic sciences through research and by providing state and local crime labs with funding 

WR�KHOS�SURFHVV�DQG�WHVW�HYLGHQFH�PRUH�HI¿FLHQWO\�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�UHGXFH�EDFNORJV���1,-�FRQWLQXDOO\�GUDZV�RQ�WKH�QHHGV�RI�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�
to inform its research and programmatic agenda.  This presentation will focus on a research initiative that is designed to help provide 

LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�HYLGHQFH�FROOHFWLRQ��SURFHVVLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��DQG�WHVWLQJ�SURWRFROV�IRU�6$.V���6SHFL¿FDOO\��WKLV�UHVHDUFK�LQLWLDWLYH�
is an endeavor to help address a major need in our nation’s forensic science and criminal justice communities:  to support state and local 

law enforcement agencies in their efforts to reduce the number of unsubmitted SAKs. 

The focus of this effort is in the collection and analysis of valuable data concerning the nature of sexual assault evidence contained in 

previously unsubmitted SAKs.  Further, obtaining an understanding of the various processes associated with analysis such as screening 

DQG�WHVWLQJ�DUH�IXQGDPHQWDO�LQ�WKH�HIIRUW�WR�LQIRUP�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�IRU�FROOHFWLQJ��DQDO\]LQJ��DQG�WHVWLQJ�HYLGHQFH�IURP�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�FDVHV�
VSHFL¿F�WR�WKH�SURFHVVLQJ�RI�ODUJH�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�XQVXEPLWWHG�6$.V���7KH�NQRZOHGJH�JDUQHUHG�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�HIIRUW�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�
IXO¿OO�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�JRDO�RI�LPSURYLQJ�FXUUHQW�DQG�IXWXUH�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�IRU�FROOHFWLQJ�TXDOLW\�HYLGHQFH�DQG�SURFHVVLQJ�6$.V�LQ�D�PRUH�
WLPHO\�DQG�HI¿FLHQW�PDQQHU��

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��IRUHQVLF�'1$�DQDO\VLV�KDV�SURYHQ�WR�EH�LQYDOXDEOH�WR�WKH�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�FRPPXQLW\��WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�YLROHQW�FULPHV��
and their families.  This initiative also directly supports the goal of carrying out analysis of samples from untested, unsubmitted SAKs 

VR�'1$�SUR¿OHV�FDQ�EH�GHYHORSHG�DQG�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�'1$�,QGH[�6\VWHP��1',6����0RUH�YLROHQW�FULPHV�DUH�VROYHG�DV�PRUH�
'1$�SUR¿OHV�DUH�SODFHG�LQ�1',6��ZKLFK�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�RQH�SDUW�RI�WKH�&RPELQHG�'1$�,QGH[�6\VWHP��&2',6���WKH�)HGHUDO�%XUHDX�RI�
,QYHVWLJDWLRQ¶V��)%,��SURJUDP�RI�VXSSRUW�IRU�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�'1$�GDWDEDVHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�VRIWZDUH�XVHG�WR�UXQ�WKHVH�GDWDEDVHV���1',6�
has been particularly helpful to investigations that are very old and no longer producing new leads. 

'HFDGHV�DJR�� FULPHV� IURP�FROG�FDVHV�ZRXOG�KDYH� UHPDLQHG�XQVROYHG�� �7KH�QDWLRQDO�GDWDEDVH�KDV�EHHQ� LQVWUXPHQWDO� LQ� VROYLQJ�
YLROHQW�FULPHV�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�YDOXDEOH�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�OHDGV�WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�� �7KH�XSORDG�RI�HOLJLEOH�SUR¿OHV�JHQHUDWHG�IURP�'1$�
DQDO\VLV�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�LQLWLDWLYH�LQWR�1',6�SURYLGHV�GLUHFW�DLG�LQ�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�YLROHQW�FULPHV�LQYROYLQJ�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�
and in the capability to solve more crimes to ultimately hold more criminals accountable.  After attending this presentation, attendees 

will learn about NIJ’s efforts to support state and local law enforcement agencies in their efforts to reduce the number of unsubmitted 

SAKs.  In addition, attendees will learn about what research reveals regarding the nature of unsubmitted SAKs.
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