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E52 Creating a Positive Connection for Your Forensic Science Discipline

Sandra R. Enslow, BA*, 4700 Ramona Boulevard, Rm LL40, Monterey Park, CA 91754; and Catyana R. Skory Falsetti, MFS, 1312 E 
Coolidge Street, Phoenix, AZ 85014

After attending this presentation, attendees will better understand a solution for connecting disparate forensic practitioners within a 

VSHFL¿F�¿HOG�VXFK�DV�IRUHQVLF�DUW�
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by describing the process whereby social media has been used as a 

platform for professional communication.

8VLQJ�WKH�/LQNHG,QÒ�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNLQJ�VHUYLFH��WKH�)RUHQVLF�$UWLVWV�'LVFXVVLRQ�*URXS�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ��������,W�KDV�PRUH�WKDQ�
����PHPEHUV�JOREDOO\�FRQQHFWLQJ�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����ZRUNLQJ�IRUHQVLF�DUW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DV�ZHOO�DV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DI¿OLDWHG�GLVFLSOLQHV�
including anthropology, odontology, pathology, and anatomy.  Nurturing the development of this group and encouraging cross-discipline 

GLVFXVVLRQ�LV�WKH�SULPDU\�SXUSRVH���)LQGLQJ�FRPPRQ�JURXQG�LQ�D�IRUHQVLF�¿HOG�ZKHUH�PRVW�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�DUH�ZLGHO\�GLVWULEXWHG�DQG�VLQJXODU�
LQ�WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�DQ�LVVXH�WKDW�KDV�ORQJ�QHHGHG�WR�EH�DGGUHVVHG���&UHDWLQJ�D�SODWIRUP�IRU�LQSXW��GLVFXVVLRQ��DQG�H[FKDQJH�RI�LGHDV�
LV�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�FRKHVLRQ���7KLV�GHYHORSPHQW�LQFOXGHG�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQG�SHUVRQDOO\�FRQWDFWLQJ�XQDWWDFKHG�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�DQG�
LQYLWLQJ�WKHP�WR�WKH�JURXS���7KLV�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�D�GLVFLSOLQH�WDNLQJ�WKH�RQXV�XSRQ�LWVHOI�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�RXWOHW�WR�DGYDQFH�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP��
develop goals for advancement, and generate consensus. 

7KH�)RUHQVLF�$UWLVWV�'LVFXVVLRQ�*URXS�IRFXVHV�RQ�SURIHVVLRQDO�FRQFHUQV�RI�WKH�¿HOG�LQFOXGLQJ�XSGDWHV�RQ�QHZ�WHFKQLTXHV��VSRQVRUHG�
training, national events that affect the discipline, and employment opportunities.  The group is a moderated, unbiased venue for 

LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�PDWHULDOV���'LVFXVVLRQ�LV�PRQLWRUHG�DQG�JXLGHOLQHV�KDYH�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�IRU�SURIHVVLRQDO�FRQGXFW�IURP�SDUWLFLSDQWV���,W�
VHUYHV�DV�D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�FRQGXLW�IRU�DOO�SURIHVVLRQDO�JURXSV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ��,$,���$PHULFDQ�
$FDGHP\�RI�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV��$$)6���%ULWLVK�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�+XPDQ�,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ��%$+,'���DQG�1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�RI�6WDQGDUGV�DQG�
Technology (NIST).

7KHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\����IRUHQVLF�DUW�XQLWV�LQ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQFLHV��XQLYHUVLWLHV��DQG�QRQ�SUR¿W�DJHQFLHV�WKDW�HPSOR\����IXOO�WLPH�
artists in the United States.  There are approximately 20 forensic art units internationally which are similarly distributed among law 

HQIRUFHPHQW��HGXFDWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��DQG�QRQ�SUR¿WV�RU�1RQ�*RYHUQPHQWDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQV��1*2V��
7KH�)RUHQVLF�$UW�'LVFXVVLRQ�*URXS�KDV�GHYHORSHG�LQWR�DQ�LQYDOXDEOH�UHVRXUFH�WKDW�DOORZV�SDUWLFLSDQWV�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU��

LPSURYH�WKHLU�FUDIW��DQG�FRQWURO�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKHLU�GLVFLSOLQH���3RVLWLYH�IHHGEDFN�LV�FRQWLQXDOO\�UHFHLYHG�IURP�PHPEHUV�DERXW�WKH�JURXS��
ZKLFK�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�QHHG�IRU�VXFK�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�QHWZRUN�� �7KH�QH[W�VWHS�LV�WR�HQHUJL]H�PHPEHUV�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�SURIHVVLRQ�DQG�
increase the perceived and actual value of forensic artists.  This is a means of attracting attention to the need for creating and implementing 

EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�DFURVV�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�LV�HVVHQWLDO�LQ�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WR�1,67�WKH�QHHG�DQG�GHPDQG�IRU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�IRUHQVLF�DUW�¿HOG�

Forensic Art, Communication, Forensic Team Building


