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E53 National Institute of Justice (NIJ) Programs to Support the Forensic Community:  
Strategies for Stronger Proposals in a Competitive Environment
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Washington, DC 20531; and Charles M. Heurich, MFS*, National Institute of Justice, Dept of Justice, OJP, 810 7th Street, NW, Rm 
7204, Washington, DC 20531

The goals of this presentation are to:  (1) learn about National Institute of Justice (NIJ) programs that support the forensic science 

FRPPXQLW\������OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�UHDG�DQ�1,-�VROLFLWDWLRQ�DQG�ZKDW�NH\�DUHDV�WR�IRFXV�RQ��DQG������OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�ZULWH�D�VWURQJHU�FRPSHWLWLYH�
proposal.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing information about funding opportunities, both competitive 

and non-competitive, through the NIJ.

7KHUH� DUH� YDULRXV� W\SHV� RI� IHGHUDO� IXQGLQJ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQG�� JHQHUDOO\� VSHDNLQJ�� WKH\� FDQ� EH� EURNHQ� GRZQ� LQWR� WZR� W\SHV���
competitive and non-competitive.  Non-competitive funding can come in the form of formula grants or sole-source grants/contracts.  

Competitive funding is just that:  competitive.  This presentation will focus on competitive funding opportunities issued by the NIJ for 

research or direct-service assistance related to forensic pathology and medical examiner/coroner services. 

This presentation will discuss four programs issued by the NIJ that support the forensic community:  (1) Paul Coverdell Forensic 

6FLHQFH�,PSURYHPHQW�*UDQWV�3URJUDP������8VLQJ�'1$�WR�,GHQWLI\�WKH�0LVVLQJ�3URJUDP������1DWLRQDO�0LVVLQJ�DQG�8QLGHQWL¿HG�3HUVRQV�
6\VWHP��1DP8V���DQG������5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�LQ�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFH�IRU�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�3XUSRVHV�3URJUDP���7KH�1,-�SURJUDP�
PDQDJHUV�IRU�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�SURJUDPV�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�WKH�VSHFL¿FV�RI�HDFK��LQFOXGLQJ�SXUSRVH��HOLJLELOLW\��DQG�HPSKDVLV�RQ�KRZ�WR�ZULWH�WR�
WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�FULWHULD���&RPPRQ�PLVWDNHV�DQG�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�ZLOO�EH�UHYLHZHG���5HTXLUHPHQWV�LQFOXGLQJ��EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR��WKH�SURJUDP�
narrative and budget documents will be discussed.  A brief overview of NIJ’s current forensic pathology research and development 

and assistance portfolio will also be provided.  The goal of this presentation is to provide attendees with an overview of the current 

1,-�SURJUDPV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WR�HTXLS�DWWHQGHHV�ZLWK�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VNLOOV�WR�ZULWH�VWURQJHU�JUDQW�
proposals responsive to these programs. 

Funding Opportunities, Eligibility, Best Practices


