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After attending this presentation, attendees will understand that a small minority of suicides — less than 1% of all suicides in Wayne 

DQG�0RQURH�FRXQWLHV�LQ�WKH�VWDWH�RI�0LFKLJDQ�²�GR�LQYROYH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�JXQVKRW�ZRXQG��KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKDW��DOWKRXJK�UDUH��WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�JXQVKRW�ZRXQG�LV�QRW�D�VROH�KDOOPDUN�RI�KRPLFLGH�DQG�UHTXLUHV�DQ�RSHQ�PLQG�ZKHQ�HQFRXQWHULQJ�VXFK�FDVHV�

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�SUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�FDVH�VHULHV�RI�PXOWLSOH�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG�JXQVKRW�
ZRXQGV���,W�ZLOO�VSHFL¿FDOO\�LPSDFW�IRUHQVLF�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WDVNHG�ZLWK�GHWHUPLQLQJ�RU�DVVLVWLQJ�LQ�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�PDQQHU�RI�GHDWK�
by reminding them not to immediately rule out suicide in deaths caused by multiple gunshot wounds, whether or not notes are left, as 

this can occur, evidenced by more than a decade of suicide deaths from a major American metropolitan area.  

6XLFLGH�E\�¿UHDUP�LV�FRPPRQ�DQG�XVXDOO\�HQGV�LQ�D�VLQJOH�IDWDO�VKRW�� �:KHQ�WZR�RU�PRUH�JXQVKRWV�DUH�SUHVHQW��LW� LV�IUHTXHQWO\�
viewed as homicide by investigators, police, and the public.  This study investigates the incidence, patterns, frequency, and different 

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�VXLFLGH�E\�WZR�RU�PRUH�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV��GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�RI�����������LQ�:D\QH�DQG�0RQURH�FRXQWLHV���$�WRWDO�RI�
2,212 cases of suicide were reported and the leading method was by gunshot wound (1,066).  Out of those 1,066 cases, there were 17 

(1.5%) with multiple gunshot wounds.  Nine of these multiple cases had two gunshot wounds and eight cases had more than two gunshot 

ZRXQGV���)LIWHHQ�FDVHV�LQYROYHG�ULÀHG�ZHDSRQV�DQG�WZR�FDVHV�LQYROYHG�VKRWJXQV���7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�IHPDOH�DQG����PDOH�GHFHGHQWV���3HRSOH�
41-50 years of age represented the most suicides involving multiple gunshots.  A suicide note was left behind by three (18%) of the 

decedents, and 14 (82%) did not leave a note.  The most common site of entrance was the chest, followed by gunshot wound to the head.  

,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�PDQQHU�RI�GHDWK�GHWHUPLQDWLRQV��WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�IDWDO�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�NHHSLQJ�DQ�
RSHQ�PLQG�E\�H[SORULQJ�DOO�SK\VLFDO�SRVVLELOLWLHV�GXULQJ�IRUHQVLF�DXWRSV\��DUH�HPSKDVL]HG�

6LQFH�PXOWLSOH�JXQVKRWV�DUH�VXFK�D�KDOOPDUN�RI�KRPLFLGH��HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�DOVR�D�IDFW�RI�VXLFLGHV�LV�HVVHQWLDO��JLYHQ�WKDW�
:D\QH�DQG�0RQURH�FRXQWLHV�KDYH�D�VOLJKW�UDWH�RI�RFFXUUHQFH���2I�DOO�VXLFLGHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������OHVV�WKDQ���������������KDG�
PXOWLSOH� VKRWV�� �7KLV�FRQFXUV�ZLWK�0HUQHULGHV�HW� DO�� LQ�QRWLQJ�SRVW�WUDXPDWLF� LQMXU\�FDQ�RFFXU�DQG�ZKHQ� LW�GRHV��PD\�EH�FUXFLDO� LQ�
differentiating homicide from suicide:  Immediate incapacitation does not occur in every fatal gunshot wound that penetrates the head 
or perforates the heart����$�VWXG\�IURP�/RULQ�RQ�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV�HPSKDVL]HG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�FDUHIXO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�PXOWLSOH�JXQVKRW�
wounds for the entrance and exit wounds, estimation of close range, and vital reactions to provide arguments for or against suicidal 

intent.2��$�VWXG\�IURP�+HMQD�HW�DO��GLVFXVVHG�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�DFW�LQ�FDVHV�RI�PXOWLSOH�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV�GXH�WR�VXLFLGH�²�D�IUHTXHQWO\�DVNHG�
TXHVWLRQ�GXULQJ� WKH�GXH�FRXUVH�RI� DQ� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�DQG� LQ� WKH�FRXUWV�� WKH� VWXG\�QRWHV� WKDW� WKH�FKDUDFWHU� DQG� ORFDOL]DWLRQ�RI�ZRXQGV�
determine one’s ability to act following the gunshot wound.3  Racette et al. reported a rare case of suicide with drowning following two 

VHOI�LQÀLFWHG��QRQ�OHWKDO�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV�WR�WKH�KHDG�²�WKLV�VWXG\�QRWHV�D�QHHG�IRU�FRPSOHWH�DQG�WKRURXJK�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZKHQ�FRPSOH[�
methods for suicide are used.4 
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