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E63 It’s Not Over at the Death

Tanya L. Marlow, BS*, US Army Criminal Investigation Command, 105 Fenton Circle, Bldg 305, Fort Myer, VA 22211; and T.L. 
Williams, MFS*, 5 Gabriels Lane, Fredricksburg, VA 22406-8446

After attending this presentation, attendees will better understand how the United States Army Criminal Investigation Command 

�&,'�� 6SHFLDO�$JHQWV�LQ�&KDUJH� �6$&V�� EULHI� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV� DQG� WKH� FKDOOHQJHV� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� FRQGXFWLQJ� WKH� EULH¿QJV�� � 7KLV�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�KHOS�PDNH�DWWHQGHHV�DZDUH�RI�WKH�SROLFLHV�DQG�SURFHGXUHV�RI�FRQGXFWLQJ�FDVXDOW\�OLDLVRQ�EULH¿QJV�EDVHG�RQ�WKUHH�FDVH�
VWXGLHV�ZKLFK�LGHQWLI\�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�FDVXDOW\�EULH¿QJV�WR�WKH�SULPDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�1H[W�RI�.LQ��12.��

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by presenting an understanding that once an individual has died, it 

GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKH�GHDWK�LV�RYHU�IRU�WKH�IDPLO\���8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�WKH�WLPH�LW�WDNHV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GHDWK�RI�WKH�ORYHG�RQH�PD\�WDNH�
years.

,Q�HYHU\�$UP\�&,'�RI¿FH�WKHUH�LV�D�6$&���7KH�6$&�LV�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�WKH�&DVXDOW\�/LDLVRQ�2I¿FHU�DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�FRQWDFWLQJ�
DQG�EULH¿QJ�WKH�SULPDU\�DQG�RU�VHFRQGDU\�12.�¿YH�ZRUNLQJ�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�RI¿FLDO�LQLWLDO�QRWL¿FDWLRQ���$IWHU�WKH�LQLWLDO�FRQWDFW�LV�PDGH��
WKH�6$&�ZLOO�WKHQ�FRQWDFW�WKH�12.�HYHU\����FDOHQGDU�GD\V���7KH�6$&�ZLOO�EULHI�WKH�12.�RQ�WKH�VWDWXV��DQ\�VLJQL¿FDQW�FKDQJHV��RU�
developments in the investigations. 

Case Study 1:  In 2003, a soldier completed a patrol in Iraq and upon returning to base became agitated with members of his unit.  

7KH�VROGLHU�ZHQW�WR�KLV�VOHHSLQJ�DUHD��ODWHU�WKH�VXSHUYLVRU�DQG�RWKHUV�KHDUG�D�VLQJOH�VKRW���$�WKRURXJK�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��D�IXOO�DXWRSV\��DQG�D�
WR[LFRORJ\�H[DPLQDWLRQ�ZHUH�FRPSOHWHG���7KH�GHDWK�ZDV�OLVWHG�DV�D�VXLFLGH�E\�D�VLQJOH�JXQVKRW�ZRXQG�WR�WKH�KHDG���3ROLFLHV�IRU�WKH�&,'�
were different in 2003.  The soldier’s mother requested information through her congressman, questioning the death investigation.  This 

situation continued for several years as the mother did not accept how her son had died.  In 2010, an agent met face-to-face with the 

PRWKHU���$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�EULH¿QJ��WKH�PRWKHU�LQGLFDWHG�VKH�EHOLHYHG�KHU�VRQ�KDG�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH�
Case Study 2:   In 2007, a female soldier with an intra-oral gunshot wound to the head was discovered deceased in an abandoned 

WHQW���'D\V�EHIRUH�KHU�GHDWK��VKH�ZDV�GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�D�VH[XDOO\�WUDQVPLWWHG�GHFHDVH�DQG�GLVFRYHUHG�KHU�ER\IULHQG�QR�ORQJHU�ZDQWHG�
to be with her.  She gave away several personal items and destroyed others.  A thorough investigation, a full autopsy, and a toxicology 

examination were completed.  There were multiple reviews of the investigation by outside agencies and it was determined that the case 

KDG�EHHQ�WKRURXJKO\�LQYHVWLJDWHG���0XOWLSOH�EULH¿QJV�ZHUH�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�IDPLO\�DQG�WR�FRQJUHVVPHQ���7R�WKLV�GD\��KHU�IDWKHU�GRHV�QRW�
believe his daughter committed suicide and posts on the internet how he believes she was murdered.

Case Study 3:  In 2011, a soldier was dating a married woman.  When the married woman decided to reconcile with her husband 

DQG�ZRUN�RQ�KHU�PDUULDJH��WKH�VROGLHU��SULRU�WR�KLV�GHDWK��VHQW�KHU�D�WH[W�PHVVDJH�ZLWK�D�SKRWRJUDSK�GHSLFWLQJ�DOO�WKH�PHGLFDWLRQV�KH�ZDV�
prescribed.  A thorough investigation, a full autopsy, and a toxicology examination were completed.  The death was listed as suicide by 

multiple drug toxicity.  The investigation revealed multiple searches on his computer regarding how to commit suicide with the drugs he 

ZDV�SUHVFULEHG�DQG�ZLWK�YDULRXV�RYHU�WKH�FRXQWHU�GUXJV���+H�OHIW�D�QRWH�ZLWK�VXLFLGDO�LGHDWLRQV��WKH�ODERUDWRU\�H[DPLQDWLRQV�GHWHUPLQHG�
WKH�QRWH�ZDV�LQ�KLV�KDQGZULWLQJ�DQG�KLV�¿QJHUSULQWV�ZHUH�GLVFRYHUHG�RQ�WKH�QRWH���+H�DOVR�OHIW�D�PHVVDJH�RQ�KLV�PDUULHG�JLUOIULHQG¶V�FHOO�
SKRQH���+LV�SDUHQWV�ZHUH�EULHIHG�HYHU\����GD\V���$SSUR[LPDWHO\�QLQH�PRQWKV�DIWHU�WKHLU�VRQ¶V�GHDWK��WKH�PRWKHU�VWLOO�KDG�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�
FRQWDFWHG�WKH�&,'���7KH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZDV�UH�RSHQHG�WR�FODULI\�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�FRQFHUQV�WKH�PRWKHU�KDG���$�SV\FKRORJLFDO�DXWRSV\�
was conducted and multiple coordinations were conducted.  The investigation was still determined to be a suicide and the mother still 

questions the results.

$V�GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�FDVH�VWXG\��WKH�PRWKHU�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�QRW�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV���$V�PRVW�
SHRSOH�UHDOL]H��WKHUH�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�VWDJHV�RI�JULHI�DQG�HYHU\RQH�SURFHVVHV�WKHLU�JULHI�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�PDQQHU���7KH�&,'�ZLOO�DQVZHU�WKH�IDPLO\�
members’ questions for as long as they have questions and will use every resource available to assist family members.  As long as human 

nature is involved, there will be questions. 

,QYHVWLJDWLRQ��'HDWK��%ULH¿QJ


