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ES1 Forensic Sciences — Keep It Simple, Stupid!

J.C. Upshaw Downs, MD*, GBI ME, 925 A Mohawk Drive, Savannah, GA 31419; Carla Miller Noziglia, MS*, ICITAP, 305 Ascot Drive, 
Aiken, SC 29803-7833; Anjali A. Ranadive, JD*, SciLawForensics, Ltd, 1834 Overlook Ridge Road, Brookings, SD 57006; and Jennifer 
L.P. Downs, BA*, 11511 Abercorn Street, Ext 182, Savannah, GA 31419

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�OHDUQ�D�VLPSOH�SDUDGLJP�WR�EDODQFH�IRXU�NH\�HOHPHQWV�RI�SUDFWLFH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQKDQFH�
opportunities for a long-term, successful career.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�SURYLGLQJ�D�PHPRUDEOH�IUDPHZRUN�WR�EDODQFH�WKH�FULWLFDO�DUHDV�RI�
education, analysis, reporting/testimony, and ethics.

7KH�FDUHHU�RI�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�SUDFWLWLRQHU�LV�DUGXRXV���5HÀHFWLRQ�DQG�VLPSOL¿FDWLRQ�PD\�SURYH�EHQH¿FLDO�LQ�FRSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
myriad stresses inherent in the profession.  The requisite training is intellectually challenging, often continuing into graduate and 

SRVWJUDGXDWH�VWXGLHV���&RQWLQXLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�VWD\�FXUUHQW�ZLWK�WKH�ODWHVW�VFLHQWL¿F�GHYHORSPHQWV�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�H[SORULQJ�SRWHQWLDO�QHZ�UHVHDUFK� LQ�RUGHU� WR�GHYHORS� LPSURYHG�SURFHGXUHV�DQG�SURWRFROV�� �$SSOLFDWLRQ�RI� WKH�NQRZOHGJH�EDVH� LQ�
LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�D�SDUWLFXODU�HYHQW�LV�D�GDLO\�H[HUFLVH�IRU�WKH�IRUHQVLF�FDVHZRUNHU��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�GLVFLSOLQH�

7KH�DZHVRPH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LPSRVHG�E\�DSSO\LQJ�SUHFLVH�DQDO\WLFDO�PHWKRGRORJ\�ZKLOH�PDLQWDLQLQJ�VFLHQWL¿F�REMHFWLYLW\�ZKLFK�
PXVW�EH�EDODQFHG�ZLWK�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�UHVXOWV�FDQ�SURYH�EXUGHQVRPH���(YHQWXDOO\��WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�IRUHQVLF�DQDO\VLV�
ZLOO�\LHOG�D�VFLHQWL¿F�UHSRUW�ZKLFK�LV�RIWHQ�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�FRXUW���6KDULQJ�WKH�YDVW�ZHDOWK�RI�EDFNJURXQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�D�OD\�MXU\�E\�
PHDQV�RI�XQELDVHG�UHSRUWV�DQG�FRXUWURRP�WHVWLPRQ\�LV�DQ�RIW�XQGHUDSSUHFLDWHG�VNLOO���7KH�FRQYHUJHQFH�RI�SUHVHQWLQJ�GHWDLOHG�VFLHQFH�
ZLWK�FRQYH\DQFH�RI�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�GDWD�ZKLOH�PDLQWDLQLQJ�QHXWUDOLW\�UHTXLUHV�ERWK�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�DQG�VLPSOL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ���
)LQDOO\��JLYHQ�WKH�JUDYLW\�RI�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKH�DGYHUVDULDO�V\VWHP�DQG�WKH�LQKHUHQW�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FDVHZRUN��WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQWLVW�
experiences profound ethical challenges during the course of a career.  Those successful in the long term are careful to pay heed to the 

QHHGV�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�KXPDQ�VSLULW���'LYHUVLRQV�DQG�PRGHUDWLRQ�FDQ�KHOS�EDODQFH�WKH�HWKLFV�RI�SHUVRQDO�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�OLIH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
PD[LPL]H�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�RYHUDOO�VXFFHVV�

7KXV��WKH�IRXU�FRUQHUVWRQHV�RI�NQRZOHGJH��LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��VKDULQJ��DQG�VSLULW�DUH�WKH�EHGURFN�XSRQ�ZKLFK�D�VXFFHVVIXO�FDUHHU�LQ�WKH�
IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFHV�FDQ�EH�VWUXFWXUHG���8WLOL]LQJ�DQ�HQWHUWDLQLQJ�PXOWLPHGLD�IRUPDW��WKH�SDQHO�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�IRXU�HOHPHQWV�LQ�
RUGHU�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�HDFK�PLJKW�EH�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�D�VXFFHVVIXO�ZKROH���7KHVH�OHVVRQV�ZLOO�QR�GRXEW�SURYH�EHQH¿FLDO�WR�DWWHQGHHV�DW�
all points on the career path, from novice to retiree.  Ultimately, the foundation will remind all that a successful mantra for forensics is 

HDV\�WR�UHPHPEHU�²�NHHS�LW�VLPSOH��VWXSLG�

Ethics, Testimony, Analysis


