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F11 Forensic Science Leaders on the Path Forward

Sarah Chu, MS*, 40 Worth Street, Ste 701, New York, NY 10075

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the various efforts advanced by the forensic science community and 

supported by the Innocence Project that can be implemented by laboratories to advance forensic science.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by identifying and sharing model efforts that forensic science leaders 

have implemented in their laboratories. 

In 2009, the National Academy of Sciences published an authoritative Report on the state of forensic science in the United States.  

The forensic science community advocated for this Report and leaders within the community began to advance policies and strategies to 

improve forensic science even before the publication of the Report.  While members of this community may disagree on aspects of this 

Report entitled, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States:  A Path Forward, the Report has served to broaden the national 

FRQYHUVDWLRQ�RQ�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH��HPSKDVL]H�WKH�FULWLFDO�QHHG�WR�DFW�XUJHQWO\��DQG�KDV�DOVR�VHUYHG�DV�D�UDOO\LQJ�SRLQW�IRU�IHGHUDO�UHVRXUFHV��
In the six years since the release of the NAS Report, a number of developments have been driven by its release.  Eight hearings in 

the Science and Judiciary Committees of both houses spurred discussions that have resulted in the introduction of three bills in the 113th 

&RQJUHVV�IRFXVHG�RQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�IHGHUDO�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�WR�VXSSRUW�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH���$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH��'2-��
DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�RI�6WDQGDUGV�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\��1,67��HQWHUHG�LQWR�D�0HPRUDQGXP�RI�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ��028��WR�FROODERUDWH�LQ�
the creation of a National Commission on Forensic Science (NCFS) and a forensic science standards setting infrastructure now named 

WKH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�6FLHQWL¿F�$UHD�&RPPLWWHHV��26$&����7KH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1&)6�ZDV�DQQRXQFHG�LQ�)HEUXDU\�������LWV�PHPEHUV�
ZHUH�DSSRLQWHG��DQG�WKH�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�KHOG�LQ�)HEUXDU\��������:KLOH�WKH�1&)6�LV�FR�FKDLUHG�E\�1,67�DQG�'2-��LWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�FHQWHU�
LV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�'2-���1,67�DQG�'2-�DUH�DOVR�FROODERUDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�26$&���$SSRLQWPHQWV�RI�26$&�PHPEHUV�DUH�LQ�
SURFHVV���7R�GDWH��WKH�DSSRLQWPHQWV�KDYH�LQFRUSRUDWHG�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�UHOHYDQW�VFLHQWL¿F�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�WKHLU�VWDQGDUGV�VHWWLQJ�ZRUN�
was anticipated to begin before the end of 2014. 

0DQ\�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�1$6�5HSRUW��VXFK�DV�UHVHDUFK�IXQGLQJ�DQG�VHWWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV��FDQ�RQO\�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�RU�
DUH�PRVW�HI¿FLHQWO\�DGGUHVVHG�DW�WKH�IHGHUDO�OHYHO���$PRQJ�LVVXHV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�HIIHFWLYHO\�DGGUHVVHG�DW�WKH�VWDWH��ORFDO��RU�ODERUDWRU\�OHYHO�
are those that focus on quality assurance and quality control, processes to address cognitive bias, and improvements to transparency.  

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�VSHFL¿F�ODERUDWRULHV�RU�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�JURXSV�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�WR�DGGUHVV�WKHVH�LVVXHV�
in the absence of national standards and policy recommendations from the NCFS.  Among the efforts that may be highlighted are the 

implementation of root cause analyses, comprehensive reporting, and transparency measures.  These accomplishments are notable in 

WKDW�WKHVH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�OHDGHUV�DUH�SURDFWLYHO\�DGYDQFLQJ�WKHLU�ODERUDWRULHV¶�VFLHQWL¿F�SUDFWLFH�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EHWWHU�SUHSDUH�WKHP�IRU�
them for the road ahead. 
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