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)��� *RW� )RUHQVLF� 6FLHQFH� 6WDQGDUGV"� ²� +RZ� WKH� 2UJDQL]DWLRQ� RI� 6FLHQWL¿F�$UHD�
Committees (OSAC) Activities COULD Impact the Courtroom…

0DUN�'��6WRORURZ��06��0%$��1,67�2I¿FH�RI�6SHFLDO�3URJUDPV��2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�6FLHQWL¿F�$UHD�&RPPLWWHHV������%XUHDX�'ULYH��06�
8102, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8102

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand how the efforts of more than 600 subject-matter experts (volunteers) 

DSSRLQWHG�WR�WKH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�6FLHQWL¿F�$UHD�&RPPLWWHHV��26$&��DQG�RWKHUV�FRXOG�LPSDFW�ODERUDWRU\�SURWRFROV��DFFUHGLWDWLRQ�HIIRUWV��
and testimony in forensic science.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by educating attendees on the processes employed by the OSAC to 

identify, foster the development of, and formally approve forensic science standards through publication on the OSAC Registration 

of Approved Standards and Registry of Approved Guidelines.  These standards development efforts will ultimately affect methods 

employed in forensic science laboratories, standards used during the accreditation process, report writing, and testimony offered by 

experts.

$V�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�DZDUH��WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�TXDOLW\�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�IRU�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�ZDV�D�NH\�FRPSRQHQW�
of some of the reforms anticipated in the 2009 National Academy of Sciences (NAS) Report, Strengthening Forensic Science in the 
United States:  A Path Forward.  In response to the Report, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the United 

6WDWHV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI� -XVWLFH� VLJQHG�D�ELODWHUDO� DJHQF\�0HPRUDQGXP�RI�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ� �028�� LQ�0DUFK������ZKLFK� VSHFL¿HG� WKH�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�³*XLGDQFH�*URXSV�´�QRZ�WHUPHG�6FLHQWL¿F�$UHD�&RPPLWWHHV��6$&V����1,67�FUHDWHG�WKH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�6FLHQWL¿F�$UHD�
Committees (OSAC) model to promulgate NIST’s responsibility to administer and coordinate support for the SACs and subcommittees 

WKDW�UHSUHVHQW�VSHFL¿F�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�GLVFLSOLQHV��
The consensus-based documentary standards and guidelines approved for posting on the OSAC Registry of Approved Standards 

DQG�5HJLVWU\�RI�$SSURYHG�*XLGHOLQHV�ZLOO�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�������E\�ODERUDWRULHV�DV�VWDQGDUG�PHWKRGV�IRU�VSHFL¿F�DQDO\VHV������DV�SRWHQWLDO�
GLVFLSOLQH�VSHFL¿F�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�E\�DFFUHGLWLQJ�ERGLHV�RIIHULQJ�DFFUHGLWDWLRQ�VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�IRUHQVLF�LQGXVWU\��DQG������E\�
RI¿FHUV�RI�WKH�FRXUW�ZKHQ�HYDOXDWLQJ�SURFHVVHV�HPSOR\HG�DQG�WHVWLPRQ\�JLYHQ�E\�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�H[SHUWV��

The OSAC design employs the essential requirements of developing consensus-based standards which include openness, 

WUDQVSDUHQF\��EDODQFH�RI�LQWHUHVW��GXH�SURFHVV��DQG�DQ�DSSHDOV�SURFHVV�WKDW�HQVXUHV�HDFK�VWDNHKROGHU¶V�YLHZSRLQWV�DUH�SURSHUO\�FRQVLGHUHG���
,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�26$&�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�ZLOO�EULQJ�D�XQLIRUP�VWDQGDUGV�UHFRJQLWLRQ�SODWIRUP�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��HQKDQFH�VFLHQWL¿F�ULJRU��
and increase communication among forensic scientists, research scientists, academicians, statisticians, attorneys, managers, and quality 

DVVXUDQFH�VSHFLDOLVWV���7KH�26$&�VWUXFWXUH�FXUUHQWO\�FRQVLVWV�RI�D�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFH�6WDQGDUGV�%RDUG��WKUHH�UHVRXUFH�FRPPLWWHHV��¿YH�
VFLHQWL¿F�DUHD�FRPPLWWHHV��DQG����VXEFRPPLWWHHV��

Standards, OSAC, Testimony


