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F13 Strawberry Fields Forever:  How a 73-Year-Old Birdwatcher Helped Nab a 
Sexual Predator in Central Park

0HOLVVD�0RXUJHV��-'
��1HZ�<RUN�&RXQW\�'LVWULFW�$WWRUQH\¶V�2I¿FH��2QH�+RJDQ�3ODFH��1HZ�<RUN��1<��������DQG�0DUWKD�%DVKIRUG��-'
��
1HZ�<RUN�&RXQW\�'LVWULFW�$WWRUQH\¶V�2I¿FH��2QH�+RJDQ�3ODFH��1HZ�<RUN��1<������

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ� WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�� DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO� OHDUQ�KRZ�D�JRRG�VDPDULWDQ�ZKR� WRRN�SLFWXUHV�RI� D�GHYLDQW�SUHGDWRU�ZDV� ODWHU�
viciously sexually assaulted by this same man as punishment for her actions.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�LOOXVWUDWLQJ�KRZ�WKH�TXLFN�WKLQNLQJ�RI�D�FULPH�YLFWLP�DQG�TXLFN�
DFWLRQV�E\�WKH�SROLFH�OHG�WR�WKH�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�RI�D�UDSLVW�DQG�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�¿YH�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�HYLGHQFH�OHDGLQJ�WR�KLV�FRQYLFWLRQ�

%HWK�%��LV�D�G\HG�LQ�WKH�ZRRO�1HZ�<RUNHU��D�GHGLFDWHG�QDWXUH�ORYHU��DQG�IHLVW\�DV�KHOO���$W�����VKH�URXWLQHO\�ZDONHG�WKURXJK�1HZ�
<RUN�&LW\¶V�&HQWUDO�3DUN�� HQMR\LQJ� WKH�ZHDWKHU� DQG� WDNLQJ�SLFWXUHV�RI�ELUGV�� � ,Q�6HSWHPEHU������� WKRXJK�� VKH� VDZ�VRPHWKLQJ�YHU\�
GLVWXUELQJ�WKURXJK�KHU�FDPHUD�OHQV�²�D�KHDYLO\�WDWWRRHG��FUHHS\�ORRNLQJ�PDQ�ZKR�ZDV�RSHQO\�PDVWXUEDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�SDUN���%HWK�WRRN�D�
picture of his face, in case he caused trouble.

7ZR�ZHHNV�ODWHU��VKH�ZDV�EDFN�LQ�WKH�SDUN�QHDU�6WUDZEHUU\�)LHOGV��PDGH�IDPRXV�DV�D�WULEXWH�WR�%HDWOH�-RKQ�/HQQRQ��ZLWK�KHU�FDPHUD���
$�PDQ�DSSURDFKHG�KHU��³5HPHPEHU�PH"´�KH�DVNHG���6KH�VDLG�QR��EXW�LQ�IDFW��VKH�UHPHPEHUHG�KLP�ZHOO�²�KH�ZDV�WKH�VLQLVWHU�PDQ�ZKRVH�
SKRWR�VKH�KDG�VQDSSHG�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�PRQWK���6KH�ZDONHG�DZD\�IURP�KLP�DV�TXLFNO\�DV�VKH�FRXOG��EXW�KH�MXPSHG�RQ�KHU�EDFN��SXOOHG�KHU�
WR�WKH�JURXQG��FKRNHG�KHU��DQG�SRXQGHG�KHU�IDFH�LQWR�WKH�GLUW���,Q�EURDG�GD\OLJKW��KH�UDSHG�DQG�VRGRPL]HG�KHU��WKHQ�WROG�KHU�WR�FRXQW�WR�
������+H�ÀHG�WKURXJK�WKH�SDUN��WDNLQJ�KHU�FDPHUD�EDJ�ZLWK�KLP�

%HWK�UHSRUWHG�WKH�FULPH�DQG�ZHQW�WR�WKH�KRVSLWDO��ZKHUH�D�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�HYLGHQFH�NLW�ZDV�WDNHQ���6XUYHLOODQFH�FDPHUDV�LQ�WKH�SDUN�
FDXJKW� WKH�PDQ�PRYLQJ�DZD\�IURP�WKH�FULPH�VFHQH��DQG�DQ�$OO�3RLQWV�%XOOHWLQ�ZHQW�RXW�� �3DWURO�RI¿FHUV�FDXJKW����\HDU�ROG�'DYLG�
0LWFKHOO�VHYHUDO�KRXUV�ODWHU��VWLOO�ZHDULQJ�WKH�FORWKHV�KH�KDG�RQ�GXULQJ�WKH�DWWDFN�

%HWK�SLFNHG�KLP�RXW�RI�D�OLQHXS���1HYHUWKHOHVV��0LWFKHOO�FODLPHG�+(�ZDV�WKH�YLFWLP�²�RI�PLVWDNHQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�²�DQG�LQVLVWHG�WKH�
SROLFH�KDG�WKH�ZURQJ�PDQ���%HFDXVH�0LWFKHOO�ZDV�FDXJKW�VR�VRRQ�DIWHU�WKH�FULPH��LQYHVWLJDWRUV�WRRN�WKH�XQXVXDO�VWHS�RI�KDYLQJ�GRFWRUV�
FRPSOHWH�D�³VXVSHFW�HYLGHQFH�NLW´�LQFOXGLQJ�VZDEV�IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW¶V�JHQLWDOV��ORRNLQJ�IRU�HYLGHQFH�RI�UDSH���$OWKRXJK�SROLFH�QHYHU�
found the stolen camera, computer forensics experts were able to recover Beth’s photos, which she had downloaded, but deleted, two 

ZHHNV�EHIRUH�
0LWFKHOO��LW�WXUQV�RXW��KDG�D�IULJKWHQLQJ�KLVWRU\���$�GULIWHU�ZKR�WHUUL¿HG�WKH�RWKHU�KRPHOHVV�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�SDUN��0LWFKHOO�KDG�

FRQIHVVHG�WR�WKH�PXUGHU�RI�KLV�:HVW�9LUJLQLD�QHLJKERU��DQ����\HDU�ROG�ZLGRZ��ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�RQO\������+H�ZDV�DFTXLWWHG�DIWHU�D�SV\FKLDWULVW�
VDLG�KH�ZDV�WRR�FRJQLWLYHO\�LPSDLUHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�HLWKHU�KLV�ULJKWV�RU�KLV�FRQIHVVLRQ���+H�ZDV�ODWHU�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�UDSLQJ�DQG�UREELQJ�
DQRWKHU�ZRPDQ�LQ�KHU���V�DQG�SOHDGHG�JXLOW\�WR�UREEHU\�FKDUJHV�LQ�WKDW�FDVH���+H�WKHQ�VHUYHG�HLJKW�\HDUV�LQ�MDLO�IRU�DEGXFWLQJ�\HW�DQRWKHU�
woman.

$WWHQGHHV�ZLOO�VHH�WKH�HYLGHQFH��OHDUQ�KRZ�LW�ZDV�UHFRYHUHG��DQG�ZKDW�LW�SURYHG���$FWLRQV�RI�WKH�TXLFN�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�FRXUDJHRXV�
YLFWLP��ZLWK�DQ�DVVLVW�IURP�YLGHR��FRPSXWHU�IRUHQVLFV��DQG�'1$��SXW�D�FDUHHU�FULPLQDO�EHKLQG�EDUV��IDU�DZD\�IURP�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\¶V�EDFN�
\DUG��&HQWUDO�3DUN�

Sexual Predator, Photographs, New York City


