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F15 Three Shots to the Head:  A Case Study of a Murder Prosecution in Indiana

Christine Haskell, JD*, 128 N Cullen Street, Rensselaer, IN 47978

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FROOHFWLQJ�DQG�DQDO\]LQJ�IRUHQVLF�HYLGHQFH�SUHVHQW�
at a murder scene and the importance of the forensic evidence used by the prosecutor in the eventual prosecution against the accused.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing a case example of the importance of collecting 

IRUHQVLF�HYLGHQFH�E\� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�� WKH�SURFHVVLQJ�RI� WKDW�HYLGHQFH��DQG�H[SODLQLQJ� WKH� UHVXOWV�RI� WKH�DQDO\VLV� WR�HQVXUH�
WKDW�WKH�SURVHFXWRU¶V�FDVH�LV�VRXQG���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LW�ZLOO�GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�LW�LV�WR�XWLOL]H�PXOWLSOH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�GLVFLSOLQHV�
WR�FRUURERUDWH�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ¶V�FDVH���7KH�FDVH�H[DPSOH�ZLOO�LOOXVWUDWH�KRZ�YLWDO�LW�LV�IRU�WKH�SURVHFXWRU�WR�KDYH�D�¿UP�
understanding of the science in order to comprehend the implications of the forensic scientists’ conclusions. 

The primary goal of this presentation is to present a case study of a homicide prosecution in a rural county in Indiana.  In this 

SDUWLFXODU�FDVH�VWXG\��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�UHVSRQGHG�WR�D�FDOO�IURP�D�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�ZKR�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�KHU�EURWKHU�KDG�EHHQ�VKRW���
:KHQ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DUULYHG��WKH�YLFWLP�ZDV�IRXQG�O\LQJ�GHDG�RQ�KLV�EHG�ZLWK�D�ZRXQG�WR�KLV�KHDG���7KH�RI¿FHUV�PRYHG�WKH�ERG\�WR�VHH�
LI�PHGLFDO�DWWHQWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�UHQGHUHG�DQG�WR�WU\�WR�ORFDWH�D�ZHDSRQ���:KHQ�QR�¿UHDUP�ZDV�ORFDWHG��WKH�RI¿FHUV�FRQWDFWHG�D�FULPH�VFHQH�
technician and began processing the scene as a homicide.  Emphasis was placed on how the body was positioned when the sister and the 

¿UVW�UHVSRQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�LQLWLDOO\�HQWHUHG�WKH�EHGURRP���7KH�FULPH�VFHQH�WHFKQLFLDQ�DUULYHG�DQG�SURFHVVHG�WKH�VFHQH��FROOHFWLQJ�IRUHQVLF�
HYLGHQFH�IRU�DQDO\VLV��VSHFL¿FDOO\�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�EORRG�VSDWWHU�SDWWHUQV�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�DQG�WKH�EHGGLQJ�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�
FRYHUHG���/DZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�FRQWLQXHG�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FULPH�E\�TXHVWLRQLQJ�IULHQGV�DQG�UHODWLYHV���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DQ�DXWRSV\�
was performed and it was concluded that the victim had been shot in the head three times.  In addition, toxicology results revealed the 

YLFWLP�WHVWHG�SRVLWLYH�IRU�YDULRXV�FKHPLFDO�VXEVWDQFHV�LQ�KLV�ERG\���$OVR��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�ORFDWHG�D�¿UHDUP�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�WKH�
PXUGHU�ZHDSRQ���6XEVHTXHQWO\��D�¿UHDUP�H[DPLQHU�SHUIRUPHG�EXOOHW�FRPSDULVRQ�WHVWV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�PXUGHU�ZHDSRQ���7KH�
ZHDSRQ�WKDW�ZDV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�FULPH�ZDV�D�����FDOLEHU�VLQJOH�VKRW�EROW�DFWLRQ�ULÀH��ZKLFK�UHTXLUHG�WKH�PDQXDO�SODFLQJ�RI�D�FDUWULGJH�LQWR�WKH�
FKDPEHU�IRU�HDFK�VKRW���/DZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�LGHQWL¿HG�D�SHUVRQ�DV�WKH�PXUGHU�VXVSHFW���+H�ZDV�DUUHVWHG��EXW�FODLPHG�VHOI�GHIHQVH��
however, based on the conclusions derived from the toxicology results, the blood spatter patterns, and the operating mechanism of the 

¿UHDUP��WKLV�FODLP�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�QRW�SODXVLEOH��
With the corroborating forensic evidence from several forensic science disciplines, the prosecution was able to refute the claim of 

self-defense, which resulted in the accused pleading guilty to the murder. 
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