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F16 How an Innocent Person’s DNA Turned Up at a Murder Scene:  Case Study of 
Lukis Anderson

.HOOH\�.XOLFN��-'��2I¿FH�RI�WKH�3XEOLF�'HIHQGHU������:�0LVVLRQ�6WUHHW��6DQ�-RVH��&$������

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�EDVLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�SULPDU\��VHFRQGDU\��DQG�WHUWLDU\�WUDQVIHU�RI�'1$�
and how inadvertent transfer relates to criminal cases.  The goal of this presentation is to review a case in which inadvertent, secondary 

WUDQVIHU�RI�'1$�HYLGHQFH�LQ�D�KRPLFLGH�OHG�WR�WKH�DUUHVW��DFFXVDWLRQ��DQG�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�RI�DQ�LQQRFHQW�PDQ��
7KH�IDFWV�RI�WKH�FDVH�VWXG\�FRQ¿UP�WKH�UHDOLW\�WKDW�LQDGYHUWHQW�WUDQVIHU�GRHV�LQGHHG�RFFXU�LQ�FULPLQDO�FDVHV���7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�

LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�UDLVLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�DQG�HDVH�RI�LQDGYHUWHQW�WUDQVIHU�RI�'1$�DQG�KRZ�WKH�
LQFUHDVHG�VHQVLWLYLW\�RI�'1$�WHVWLQJ�KHLJKWHQV�WKH�ULVN�WKDW�VPDOO�DPRXQWV�RI�WUDQVIHU�'1$�IURP�LQQRFHQW�SHRSOH�ZLOO�EH�GHWHFWHG���7KLV�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DOVR�VHUYHV�WR�HGXFDWH�ODZ\HUV��MXGJHV��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��DQG�H[SHUWV�DERXW�WKH�VHULRXV�ULVNV�LQKHUHQW�LQ�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�
'1$�PDWFK�HYLGHQFH�LQWR�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�WKH�FRXUWURRP��ZKHQ�FRUURERUDWLQJ�HYLGHQFH�LV�ZHDN�RU�QRQH[LVWHQW��

6RPHWLPH�EHWZHHQ�������S�P��RQ�1RYHPEHU�����������DQG������D�P��RQ�1RYHPEHU�����������DVVDLODQWV�HQWHUHG�WKH�KRPH�RI�+DULQGHU�
DQG�5DYHHVK�.XPUD���7KH�FRXSOH�ZHUH�EHDWHQ��ERXQG��DQG�JDJJHG�DV�WKH�KRPH�ZDV�UDQVDFNHG���0U��.XPUD�GLHG�IURP�DVSK\[LDWLRQ�DV�D�
UHVXOW�RI�WKH�ELQGLQJ�DQG�JDJJLQJ���7KH�SURVHFXWLRQ�DOOHJHG�WKDW�WKH�PXUGHU�ZDV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�/XNLV�$QGHUVRQ�DQG�WKUHH�RWKHU�$IULFDQ�
$PHULFDQ�FR�GHIHQGDQWV�� �7KH�VWDWH�FKDUJHG�0U��$QGHUVRQ�ZLWK�PXUGHU�DQG�WKH�VSHFLDO�FLUFXPVWDQFH�RI�D�PXUGHU�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�D�
UREEHU\��PDNLQJ�KLP�HOLJLEOH�IRU�WKH�GHDWK�SHQDOW\���+H�ZDV�DOVR�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�UREEHU\��DVVDXOW�ZLWK�D�GHDGO\�ZHDSRQ��WHUURULVW�WKUHDWV��
and false imprisonment.  

'XULQJ�WKH�SROLFH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��¿QJHUQDLO�FOLSSLQJV�RI�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW�ZHUH�FROOHFWHG�IRU�IRUHQVLF�WHVWLQJ���$�PL[WXUH�
RI�'1$�IURP�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZDV�GHWHFWHG�LQ�WKH�VZDE�RI�WKHVH�FOLSSLQJV���%RWK�5DYHHVK�DQG�+DULQGHU�.XPUD�ZHUH�LQFOXGHG�DV�
SRVVLEOH�FRQWULEXWRUV�WR�WKLV�PL[WXUH�RI�'1$���2Q�'HFHPEHU�����������WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�'1$�W\SHV�ZHUH�VHDUFKHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�&RPELQHG�
'1$�,QGH[�6\VWHP��&2',6��ZKLFK�UHWXUQHG�D�PDWFK�IRU�0U��$QGHUVRQ���7KH�FRXQW\�FULPH�ODERUDWRU\�FDOFXODWHG�WKH�UDQGRP�PDWFK�
SUREDELOLW\�IRU�WKLV�'1$�DV��������WR���IRU�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV��

7KH�SURVHFXWLRQ¶V�FDVH�DJDLQVW�0U��$QGHUVRQ�UHVWHG�HQWLUHO\�RQ�WKH�'1$�HYLGHQFH���7KH�VXUYLYLQJ�YLFWLP�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�LGHQWLI\�
WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV���(YHQ�XQGHU�JUHDW�SUHVVXUH��0U��$QGHUVRQ�QHYHU�FRQIHVVHG���7KH�SURVHFXWLRQ�WRRN�JUHDW�HIIRUWV�WR�WU\�WR�FRQQHFW�0U��
$QGHUVRQ�WR�WKH�RWKHU�FR�GHIHQGDQWV��EXW�0U��$QGHUVRQ�ZDV�DQ�RXWOLHU��

'HIHQVH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�RQ�WKH�QLJKW�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGH��D�FOHUN�FDOOHG�WKH�SROLFH�WR�UHSRUW�WKDW�0U��$QGHUVRQ�ZDV�LQWR[LFDWHG�
LQ�IURQW�RI�D�PDUNHW���7KH�ORFDO�¿UH�GHSDUWPHQW�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�UHVSRQGHU�WR�WKH�FDOO�DQG�DUULYHG�RQ�VFHQH�DW�������S�P���7KH�SDUDPHGLFV�
GHWHUPLQHG�WKDW�0U��$QGHUVRQ�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�FDUH�IRU�KLPVHOI�VR�DQ�DPEXODQFH�WUDQVSRUWHG�0U��$QGHUVRQ�WR�WKH�FRXQW\�KRVSLWDO�DW�������
S�P���0U��$QGHUVRQ¶V�EORRG�DOFRKRO�OHYHO�ZDV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����ZKHQ�KH�DUULYHG�DW�WKH�HPHUJHQF\�URRP���7KLV�OHYHO�ZDV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�
KLV�IXOO\�LQWR[LFDWHG�VWDWH�RI�EHLQJ�QRQ�DPEXODWRU\��ÀDFFLG��DQG�WRWDOO\�VRPQROHQW���0U��$QGHUVRQ�ZDV�QRW�GLVFKDUJHG�IURP�WKH�KRVSLWDO�
until the next morning at 9:50 a.m., well after the crime was committed.

Based on the presentation of hospital records and defense interviews of pertinent witnesses, the prosecution dismissed all charges 

DJDLQVW�0U��$QGHUVRQ�DIWHU�KH�VSHQW�¿YH�PRQWKV�LQ�FXVWRG\���)XUWKHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�E\�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ�VKRZHG�WKDW�WKH�DPEXODQFH�WKDW�
WUDQVSRUWHG�0U��$QGHUVRQ� WR� WKH�KRVSLWDO�ZDV� WKH�VDPH�DPEXODQFH� WKDW� UHVSRQGHG� WR� WKH�KRPLFLGH�� � ,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� WKH�SXOVH�R[LPHWHU�
DSSOLHG�WR�0U��$QGHUVRQ¶V�¿QJHU�WR�PRQLWRU�R[\JHQ�VDWXUDWLRQ�ZDV�DOVR�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�¿QJHU�DQG�LV�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�WKH�VRXUFH�
RI�WKH�VHFRQGDU\�'1$�WUDQVIHU��

:LWKRXW�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�HYLGHQFH�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�FRPSOHWH�DOLEL��0U��$QGHUVRQ�ZRXOG�OLNHO\�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQYLFWHG�
of capital murder.  This presentation will be an opportunity to learn and discuss the far-reaching implications of inadvertent transfer of 

'1$�LQ�FULPLQDO�WULDOV�

DNA, Inadvertent Transfer, Bias


