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F17 Crime Scene Investigator:  Assessment of Expert Credentials
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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�D�WKRXJKW�SURYRNLQJ�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDQ\�YDULDEOHV�WKDW�DUH�
FRQVLGHUHG�IRU�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�D�&ULPH�6FHQH�,QYHVWLJDWRU��&6,��DV�DQ�H[SHUW�IRU�WKH�FRXUW���9DULDEOH�SHUVSHFWLYHV�ZLOO�KLJKOLJKW�
WKH�PDQ\�DVSHFWV�RI�D�&6,¶V�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�ZKHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�DQ�H[SHUW�ZLWQHVV���,QIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�UHJLRQDO�YDULDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�
TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�UHTXLUHG�WR�EHFRPH�D�&6,��GLVSDULW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�RI�&6,V�LQ�ODUJH�XUEDQ�DJHQFLHV�YV��VPDOOHU�UXUDO�DJHQFLHV��
FRPSDULVRQ�EHWZHHQ�VZRUQ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�YV��FLYLOLDQ�&6,V��DQG�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�FHUWL¿HG�YV��QRQ�FHUWL¿HG�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by highlighting the many facets considered when identifying the 

TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�D�&6,�WR�EH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�DV�DQ�H[SHUW�ZLWQHVV�
$IWHU� WKH�¿UVW� UHVSRQGLQJ� SDWURO� RI¿FHU� DUULYHV� DW� D� FULPH� VFHQH�� WKH�&6,� LV� FRPPRQO\� WKH�¿UVW� LQGLYLGXDO� VSHFLDOO\� WUDLQHG� WR�

FRQGXFW�DQ�LQ�GHSWK�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�IRU�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKH�YDOXH�RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�VWDWHPHQWV��SK\VLFDO�HYLGHQFH��DQG�FULPH�VFHQH�
REVHUYDWLRQV���,Q�SDUWLFXODU��WKH�&6,�IXQFWLRQV�WR�UHFRJQL]H��GRFXPHQW��FROOHFW��DQG�SUHVHUYH�UHOHYDQW�SK\VLFDO�HYLGHQFH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHQHUDWH�
a representation of events and circumstances about the crime.  The information, physical evidence, and data obtained from a successful 

crime scene investigation provide the preliminary basis for any subsequent forensic investigations, testing, and analysis.  Essentially, 

WKH�&6,�HVWDEOLVKHV�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��ERWK�FULPLQDO�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F��LV�EDVHG���:LWK�VXFK�D�ODUJH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�
SURYLGLQJ�D�VXFFHVVIXO�FULPH�VFHQH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��WKHUH�ZRXOG�DSSHDU�WR�EH�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�&6,�LV�VSHFLDOO\�WUDLQHG�DQG�SUR¿FLHQW�
LQ�KLV�RU�KHU�VNLOOV���6R�ZKDW�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�ZRXOG�EH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�D�&6,�DV�DQ�H[SHUW�ZLWQHVV�LQ�FRXUW"�

Job descriptions from various regions of the United States represent a disparity in the requirements sought to perform the duties 

RI�WKH�SRVLWLRQ���)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�GHPDQGV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�RI�ODUJHU��PRUH�XUEDQ�DJHQFLHV�PD\�UHSUHVHQW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFH�IURP�
VPDOOHU��PRUH�UXUDO�DJHQFLHV���7KHUH�DUH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�SURYLGH�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�RSWLRQV�IRU�&6,V��EXW�GRHV�D�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�SURYLGH�DOO�WKDW�
LV�QHFHVVDU\"��'RHV�WKH�ODFN�RI�D�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�HOLPLQDWH�D�FDQGLGDWH�IURP�SURYLGLQJ�H[SHUW�WHVWLPRQ\"��7KHVH�YDULDEOHV�DQG�LQTXLULHV�ZLOO�
EH�UHYLHZHG�WR�JHQHUDWH�WKRXJKW�SURYRNLQJ�DQG�LQVLJKWIXO�GLDORJ��
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