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F36 Hoarding Disorder:  Whose Problem Is It, Anyway?

James P. Cho, MD*, 238 County Down Lane, Loveland, OH 45140; and Scott Bresler, PhD*, UC Medical Center, Division of Forensic 
Psychiatry, 260 Stetson Street, Box 670559, Cincinnati, OH 45219

After attending this presentation, attendees will be able to:  (1) specify the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 
)LIWK�(GLWLRQ��'60�9��FULWHULD�RI�KRDUGLQJ�GLVRUGHU������GHVFULEH�WKH�OLPLWHG�WUHDWPHQW�RSWLRQV�IRU�KRDUGLQJ�GLVRUGHU������XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�
mental health treatment for an involuntarily committed patient was ruled constitutional under the 14th Amendment by the United States 
&RXUW�RI�$SSHDOV��)LIWK�&LUFXLW��DQG������LGHQWLI\�WKDW�WKH�LVVXHV�RI�LQYROXQWDULO\�FRPPLWWLQJ�DQG�WUHDWLQJ�D�SHUVRQ�IRU�KRDUGLQJ�GLVRUGHU�
PD\�EH�LQFRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�DWWDLQLQJ�WKHUDSHXWLF�EHQH¿W�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by presenting several of the questions yet to be answered about 
hoarding disorder’s place within the realm of involuntary commitment and court-ordered treatment.

Statement:��+RDUGLQJ�GLVRUGHU�LV�D�QHZ�GLDJQRVLV�LQ�WKH�'60�9��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�TXHVWLRQV�\HW�WR�EH�DQVZHUHG�DERXW�LWV�SODFH�
within the realm of involuntarily commitment and court-ordered treatment.

Brief Synopsis:��+RDUGLQJ�GLVRUGHU�LV�D�QHZ�GLDJQRVLV�LQ�WKH�'60�9�WKDW�LV�JHQHUDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�WR�EH�SRWHQWLDOO\�GDQJHURXV�WR�RQH�
DIÀLFWHG�E\�LW�DQG�SHUKDSV�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DW�ODUJH���7KH�GLVRUGHU�SUHVHQWV�ZLWK�FKDOOHQJHV�WR�FOLQLFLDQV�DQG�WKH�ODZ�DV�WR�ZKHUH�LW�¿WV�
within the context of involuntary commitment and treatment.  

In the case of Donaldson v. O’Connor�� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�&RXUW�RI�$SSHDOV� VWDWHG��³:H�KROG� WKDW�D�SHUVRQ� LQYROXQWDULO\�FLYLOO\�
committed to a state mental hospital has a constitutional right to receive such individual treatment as will give him a reasonable 
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�FXUHG�RU�WR�LPSURYH�KLV�PHQWDO�FRQGLWLRQ�´1��'HVSLWH�WKLV��WKHUH�DUH�QR�DFFHSWHG�SV\FKRWURSLF�PHGLFDWLRQ�WUHDWPHQWV�IRU�
WKLV�GLVRUGHU��DQG�SV\FKRWKHUDS\�LV�GLI¿FXOW�DW�EHVW�ZLWK�D�SDWLHQW�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�XQGHUJR�WUHDWPHQW���(YHQ�ZLWK�SDWLHQWV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�
DFFHSW�WUHDWPHQW��LPSURYHPHQWV�DUH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DFKLHYH�2

In Rogers v. Commissioner of Mental Health Department�� WKH�0DVVDFKXVHWWV�6XSUHPH�&RXUW� UXOHG� WKDW� LQ�QRQ�DFXWH� HPHUJHQW�
situations, medications could not be given against the patient’s consent unless they were ruled incompetent.3��0RUHRYHU��WKHUH�PXVW�EH�
WUHDWPHQW�PHWKRGV�WKDW�DUH�HYLGHQFHG�EDVHG�DQG�ZLGHO\�DFFHSWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WUHDWPHQW�FRPPXQLW\�IRU�WKH�LGHQWL¿HG�GLVRUGHU�OHDGLQJ�
WR�FLYLO�FRPPLWPHQW��KRZHYHU��KRDUGLQJ�GLVRUGHU�LV�QRW�JHQHUDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�FRJQLWLYH�LPSDLUPHQWV��SDWLHQWV�RIWHQ�GHPRQVWUDWH�
WKH\�KDYH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�QR�DFFHSWHG�SV\FKRWURSLF�PHGLFDWLRQ�WUHDWPHQWV�IRU�WKLV�FRQGLWLRQ���0RUHRYHU��WKH�
KRDUGLQJ�EHKDYLRU�PD\�EH�WKH�FDXVH�RI�WKH�LGHQWL¿HG�GDQJHU��EXW�LV�QRW�RU�LV�UDUHO\�VHHQ�DV�DFXWHO\�HPHUJHQW�

In the situation of a hoarding-disordered patient involuntarily committed to a psychiatric unit, a number of questions arise:  (1) is 
WKH�SHUVRQ�LQFRPSHWHQW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ������KRZ�FDQ�ZH�WUHDW�WKHP��DQG������LI�WKHUH�LV�QR�DSSURSULDWH�WUHDWPHQW��GRHV�WKDW�
PDQGDWH�UHOHDVH�GHVSLWH�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�GDQJHU�DQG�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV"

If dangerous hoarding-disordered patients are not to be involuntarily held in a psychiatric unit, who in the community, if anyone, is 
UHVSRQVLEOH"��7KH�GHSDUWPHQW�RI�KHDOWK�RU�WKH�SROLFH��RU�DUH�WKH�SDWLHQWV�WR�EH�DUUHVWHG�RU�LJQRUHG�GHVSLWH�WKH�SHUVLVWHQW�GDQJHU"��$GGLQJ�WR�
the confusion, law enforcement personnel are often encouraged to not arrest persons in the community that they suspect may be mentally 
ill as being incarcerated may hurt the person’s ability to attain mental health care. 

In this presentation, two hoarding-disordered patients who were held in a civil-psychiatric hospital for hoarding disorder are 
SUHVHQWHG���,Q�ERWK�FDVHV��WKH�SDWLHQWV�ZHUH�LQYROXQWDULO\�FRPPLWWHG��KRZHYHU��WKH�FRXUW�MXGJPHQWV�GLG�QRW�H[SODLQ�KRZ�WKH�UXOLQJV�ZHUH�
compatible with the legal precedents established above.  Both patients wished to return to their homes despite the fact that the homes 
were condemned by the department of health and declared too dangerous for habitation. 

+RDUGLQJ�GLVRUGHU� LV� D�QHZ�GLDJQRVLV� LQ� WKH�'60�9� WKDW�KDV�JDLQHG�SRSXODU� DWWHQWLRQ�GXH� WR� WKH�PHGLD��EXW� WKH�PHFKDQLFV�RI�
LQYROXQWDULO\�FRPPLWWLQJ�SDWLHQWV�GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�WKLV�GLVRUGHU�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�VXI¿FLHQWO\�DQDO\]HG�ZLWKLQ�DFDGHPLF�IRUXPV�RU�VFLHQWL¿F�
OLWHUDWXUH���0DQ\�MXGJHV�DQG�PDJLVWUDWHV�HQWUXVWHG�ZLWK�WKH�JDWHNHHSLQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�FLYLO�FRPPLWPHQW�DUH�LQYROXQWDULO\�FRPPLWWLQJ�
such patients without explaining how it can be appropriately done given prior legal precedents implying otherwise.
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