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F4 Moderate Force Blunt Trauma to the Head Leading to Coma:  The Role of the 
Medicolegal Expert in the Assessment of Attempted Murder Charges

Sara Hemied, MD, Viale Regina Elena 336, Rome 00161, ITALY; Alessandro di Luca, MD*, Viale Regina Elena, 336, Rome 00161, 
ITALY; Giorgia Ciancolini, via ex ospedale n. 10, Ronciglione (VT), ITALY; Irene Catarinozzi, MD, Viale Regina Elena 336, Rome 
00161, ITALY; and Natale Mario di Luca, MD, Viale Regina Elena 336, Rome 00161, ITALY

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�QXPHURXV�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�FDXVDO�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�PRGHUDWH�
use of force by the accused and serious life-threatening consequences for the victim.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�GLI¿FXOW\�RI�VRPH�UDUH�FDVHV�ZKHUHLQ�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�
forensic expert is crucial in establishing the nature of the prosecution.

In both civil and common law, a profound difference can be found between the accusation of personal injuries and attempted murder 

LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�DFFXVDWLRQ�DQG�FRQVHTXHQW�SXQLVKPHQW���,Q�PRVW�MXULVGLFWLRQV��WKH�VHQWHQFH�PD\�YDU\�IURP�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�
WR�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ���2QH�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�FDVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�IRUHQVLF�H[DPLQHU�SOD\V�D�NH\�UROH�LQ�ODZ�SURFHHGLQJV�LV�ZKHQ��RQ�WKH�
basis of the fact analysis and the injuries sustained by the victim, he is called to express an opinion about the exact charge, of the accused 

on behalf of the court.  

7KH�FDVH�UHSRUWHG�KHUH�RFFXUUHG�MXVW�RXWVLGH�D�QLJKWFOXE�LQ�WKH�KLVWRULF�FHQWHU�RI�5RPH��ZKHUH�D�\RXQJ�PDQ�ZDV�DWWDFNHG�IRU�SHWW\�
reasons by four men of the same age.  The victim received several blows to the face with a scooter helmet.  When the man reached the 

KRVSLWDO��WKH�SK\VLFLDQV�GLDJQRVHG�WKUHH�FRPSRXQG�IUDFWXUHV��RQH�HDFK�WR�WKH�OHIW�H\H�VRFNHW��WKH�QDVDO�ERQHV��DQG�WKH�OHIW�MDZ���7KH�PDQ�DOVR�
reported that he had experienced several episodes of headache and vertigo in the days prior to the assault.  A magnetic resonance imaging 

RI�WKH�EUDLQ�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG��UHYHDOLQJ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�WXPRU�OLNH�IRUPDWLRQ�VXUURXQGHG�E\�D�YDVW�DUHD�RI�KHPRUUKDJH���+LVWRORJLFDO�
H[DPV�ZHUH�SHUIRUPHG�DQG�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�WKH�DIRUHVDLG�IRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�D�:RUOG�+HDOWK�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�&ODVV�,,�ROLJRGHQGURJOLRPD���
Guidelines indicate that surgery resection should be performed on such neo-formation, yet the rupture of the capillary vessels of the 

tumor itself constitute an impassable contraindication.  The man was treated with a decompressing craniotomy as a consequence of the 

massive bleeding and compression.  The patient fell into a coma and six months later was declared to be in a persistent vegetative state.  

As shown by the facts, a modest series of blows (although delivered with an improvised weapon) caused the victim to fall in a serious 

QHDU�GHDG�VWDWH���7KH�PDLQ�PDWWHU�RI�LQTXLU\�IRU�WKH�PHGLFROHJDO�H[SHUWV�ZDV�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�FDXVDO�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EORZ�GHDOW�E\�
WKH�DVVDLODQWV�DQG�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�VXIIHUHG�E\�WKH�YLFWLP���$V�³SHU�VH�´�WKH�VWULNH�ZLWK�DQ�LPSURYLVHG�ZHDSRQ�KDG�RQO\�SURYRNHG�VRPH�
marginally important fractures, yet the hemorrhage caused by the rupture of the oligodendroglioma capillary vessels led to the coma.  

In this case, the medicolegal experts informed the judge that the assailants were to be charged with attempted murder.  Even though the 

YLFWLP�ZDV�DOUHDG\�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�WKH�EUDLQ�WXPRU��KLV�FRQGLWLRQ�KDG�GHWHULRUDWHG�GXH�WR�WKH�FULPLQDO�DFW�DQG�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
decline in his chances of healing.
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