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F44 Interpreting Gobbledygook — What Lawyers and Forensic Scientists Can Do to 
&RPPXQLFDWH�&OHDUO\�$ERXW�6FLHQWL¿F�(YLGHQFH�WR�D�-XU\

Nicole Kubista, JD, 7582 Currell Boulevard, Ste 212, Woodbury, MN 55125; and Rebecca A. Waxse, JD*, 5669 147th Street, N, PO Box 
548, Hugo, MN 55038

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the challenges that lawyers and forensic scientists face in trying to 

HIIHFWLYHO\�FRPPXQLFDWH�VFLHQWL¿F�HYLGHQFH�WR�D�MXU\���$WWHQGHHV�ZLOO�OHDUQ�ZKDW�ZRUNV�DQG�GRHV�QRW�ZRUN�ZKHQ�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�DERXW�
VFLHQWL¿F�HYLGHQFH�DQG�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�SUDFWLFDO�VXJJHVWLRQV�DV�WR�WKH�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH�PHDQV�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�VFLHQWL¿F�HYLGHQFH�WR�D�MXU\�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by facilitating a discussion on what needs to be done by both lawyers 

and forensic scientists to increase the effectiveness of forensic science communication to a jury.  This will enable juries to be able to use 

the evidence in a meaningful manner and will promote more informed results.

Lawyers and forensic scientists have all been told how juries give science in the courtroom a great deal of weight.  Judges also place 

JUHDW�ZHLJKW�RQ�VFLHQFH���6FLHQFH�FDQ�EH�D�YHU\�SRZHUIXO�WRRO�LQ�D�FRXUW�FDVH��KRZHYHU��WR�EHVW�XWLOL]H�WKLV�WRRO�HIIHFWLYHO\��ERWK�ODZ\HUV�
and forensic scientists must be able to communicate about the science in an effective manner.  Lawyers and forensic scientists each face 

challenges to ensure that the science is communicated clearly in the courtroom setting. 

If a lawyer presenting a forensic scientist witness does not understand the language being used by the witness, the lawyer is not 

going to be able to ensure that the jury is understanding the witness’ message.  In addition, if a lawyer is cross-examining a forensic 

scientist witness and does not understand the language being used by the witness, the lawyer is not going to be able properly cross-

H[DPLQH�WKH�ZLWQHVV���7R�SURSHUO\�DOORZ�D�ZLWQHVV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�VFLHQWL¿F�LQIRUPDWLRQ��WKH�ODZ\HU�PXVW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ���
7KH�ODZ\HU�PXVW�EH�DEOH�WR�FOHDUO\�FRPPXQLFDWH�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�ODQJXDJH�DQG�ZRUN�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKH�MXU\�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKDW�ODQJXDJH��

A forensic scientist’s role in the courtroom is to clearly communicate how his or her testing was conducted and the results of his or 

KHU�WHVWLQJ���0RVW�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQWLVWV�FRXOG�HDVLO\�H[SODLQ�KLV�RU�KHU�SURFHVV�DQG�UHVXOWV�WR�RWKHU�VFLHQWLVWV�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�LVVXHV��KRZHYHU��LQ�
court, the forensic scientist is not explaining the process and results to other scientists — the forensic scientist is explaining it to a jury.  

7R�FRPSOLFDWH�WKLV�IXUWKHU��WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQWLVW�GRHV�QRW�JHW�WR�MXVW�JHW�XS�DQG�VSHDN���+H�RU�VKH�PXVW�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�RI�WKH�ODZ\HUV���
7KLV�FDQ�EH�D�YHU\�DZNZDUG�PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�RIWHQ��GXH�WR�WKLV�DZNZDUG�PDQQHU�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��D�
forensic scientist is not able to clearly communicate. 

Forensic science has an important role in our justice system.  This presentation will address what lawyers and forensic scientists 

need to do to ensure that the information is presented in an understandable manner so it can be used in the most effective way within 

the courtroom.
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