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F45 Development of Small-Group Forensic Counsel in Greater Minnesota:  Forensic 
Case Review in the Boonies

Gregory B. Davis, JD*, 416 S 6th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401; and Carly S. Vosacek, JD*, 416 S 6th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�EDVLF�UHTXLUHPHQWV��JRDOV��DQG�EHQH¿WV�RI�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�
small, geographic-centered, forensic criminal case-review program for defense counsel.  In addition, attendees will understand how such 

D�JURXS�¿WV�ZLWKLQ�D�ODUJHU�VFDOH�VWDWHZLGH�IRUHQVLF�SURJUDP�IRU�GHIHQVH�FRXQVHO�
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by demonstrating the importance of initial and immediate forensic case 

review.  This presentation will also demonstrate the need for involvement by defense counsel at the commencement of representation and 

WKURXJKRXW�WULDO���)LQDOO\��WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�VKRZ�KRZ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWKLQ�D�VPDOO�IRUHQVLF�XQLW�DVVLVWV�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�HIIHFWLYH�DVVLVWDQFH�
of counsel and improved client representation.

,Q�0LQQHVRWD¶V�1LQWK�-XGLFLDO�'LVWULFW��WKH�SXEOLF�GHIHQGHU¶V�RI¿FH�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�WHPSODWH�ZKHUHE\�FDVHV�LQYROYLQJ�IRUHQVLF�HYLGHQFH�
DUH�EHLQJ�LGHQWL¿HG�LPPHGLDWHO\�DQG�DVVLJQHG�WR�LQGLYLGXDO�ODZ\HUV�ZKR�DUH�WUDLQHG�LQ�IRUHQVLF�OLWLJDWLRQ���7KHUH�DUH�VL[�ODZ\HUV�LQ�WKH�
0LQQHVRWD�1LQWK�-XGLFLDO�'LVWULFW�SXEOLF�GHIHQGHU¶V�RI¿FH�ZKR�DUH�WUDLQHG�LQ�IRUHQVLF�OLWLJDWLRQ�DQG�FRPSULVH�WKH�XQLW���7KHVH�LQGLYLGXDO�
ODZ\HUV�DFW�DV�D�VXSSRUWLQJ�PHFKDQLVP�IRU�WKH�WULDO�FRXQVHO�DQG�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�DV�D�JURXS�WR�UHYLHZ�WKH�FDVHV�DQG�DUH�DOVR�DEOH�WR�WDNH�
part in larger statewide forensic training.

$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�PDQ\�FDOOV�IRU�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�RI�OHJDO�FRXQVHO�LQ�IRUHQVLF�¿HOGV��WKH�DFWXDO�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
of programs are, for many, still aspirational rather than actuality.  The initiation of a small forensic counsel group to review, assist, 

DQG�DGYLVH�WULDO�FRXQVHO�LQ�JUHDWHU�0LQQHVRWD�KDV�SURYLGHG�D�FOLHQW�EDVH�ORFDWHG�LQ�D�JHRJUDSKLFDOO\�ODUJH�DUHD�ZLWK�D�EHQH¿W�WKDW�ZDV�
SUHYLRXVO\�PXFK�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�SURYLGH�

The establishment of small forensic groups to assist in initial review and assistance to trial counsel is now a necessity, rather than 

DQ�RSWLRQ��IRU�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ���:LWK�WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG�H[SDQVLRQ�DQG�DFFHVV�RI�SURVHFXWLRQ�RI¿FHV�IRU�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�IRUHQVLF�DQDO\VLV�RI�
HYLGHQFH��LW�LV�LQFXPEHQW�IRU�GHIHQVH�FRXQVHO�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�UHYLHZ�RI�FDVH�VSHFL¿F�IRUHQVLF�HYLGHQWLDU\�LVVXHV��

The involvement of forensic counsel at the onset of a criminal case provides for better representation and trial preparation for the 

LQGLYLGXDO�FULPLQDO�GHIHQGDQW�EHFDXVH�IRUHQVLF� LVVXHV�DUH�QRW�RQO\�EHLQJ� LGHQWL¿HG��EXW�DFWXDOO\�EHLQJ�UHYLHZHG�IRU� LVVXHV� WKDW�PD\�
GLUHFWO\�DIIHFW� WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�D�FOLHQW¶V�FULPLQDO�FDVH��ZKLOH�DOVR�SURYLGLQJ�IHHGEDFN�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR� WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
IRUHQVLF�FDVHV�EHLQJ�VHHQ�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�MXULVGLFWLRQ�DQG�UHODWHG�EHQH¿WV�EHFDXVH�RI�IRUHQVLF�FRXQVHO�LQYROYHPHQW�

7KH�VSHFL¿F�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�D�ODUJH�JHRJUDSKLF�DUHD�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�QRQ�FHQWUDOL]HG�IRUHQVLF�FRXQVHO�SURYLGHV�FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�
have been countered through the use and application of several technological issues.  From simply conducting meetings or communicating 

WKURXJK�YLGHR�FRQIHUHQFLQJ��WR�ODUJH�¿OH�VKDULQJ�SURJUDPV��WR�GHWDLOHG�FRPSXWHU�UHYLHZ�RI�UDZ�IRUHQVLF�GDWD��WHFKQRORJ\�LV�D�FRUQHUVWRQH�
to a forensic group and an area that will need continual updating and training. 

,Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��HQVXULQJ�UHYLHZ�RI�IRUHQVLF�FDVH�¿OHV�IRU�FULPLQDO�GHIHQGDQWV�LV�HVVHQWLDO�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�HIIHFWLYH�OHJDO�GHIHQVH�VHUYLFHV�
for individual clients.  Absent such involvement and review of individual forensic case issues, clients cannot be assured an adequate and 

effective defense, to which each is entitled.

Trials, Training, DNA


