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In or Out? What is the Threshold for Admissibilty?
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are being used for investigative versus evidentiary purposes.
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by prompting defense and prosecution attorneys to be more careful in
of whether information is being used merely as part of the overall investigation by law enforcement or whether that information is to be
used at trial for acquittal or conviction.
The admissibility of forensic evidence has always created some challenging questions for the bench and bar. To be admissible,
evidence must meet the standards set forth in the rules of evidence as well as the standards articulated by Frye and more recently,
Daubert
which are not intended to be and should not be considered evidentiary in nature. For example, the use of polygraphs to establish whether
an individual is lying or preliminary breath tests to establish a blood alcohol concentration.
This presentation will explore an examination of the Rules of Evidence and the Frye and Daubert standards to help understand
what the criteria are for evidence to be deemed admissible. It will further explore the category of forensic tools that are designed for

admissibility or inadmissibility.
The 2009 National Academy of Sciences Report, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward, found
to comprehend and evaluate forensic evidence
observation continues to ring true. Lawyers still struggle with how to understand and evaluate forensic evidence. Exploring the
distinctions between what can and should be used for investigative purpose and whether such tools should be admissible may lead to a
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