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F5 The Long Road to Exoneration for Han Tak Lee

-RKQ�-��/HQWLQL��%$
��6FLHQWL¿F�)LUH�$QDO\VLV��//&��������2YHUVHDV�+LJKZD\�����������,VODPRUDGD��)/������

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�FKDQJHV�WKDW�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�LQ�¿UH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RYHU�
WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�DQG�ZLOO�VHH�KRZ��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�VFLHQFH�RI�¿UH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�KDYLQJ�VKLIWHG��WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�³QHZ�HYLGHQFH´�DOVR�
appears to have shifted.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�PDNLQJ�NQRZQ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�VFLHQWL¿F�DQG�OHJDO�FKDQJHV�WKDW�DUH�
VZHHSLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�¿UH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�SURIHVVLRQ�

+DQ�7DN�/HH�ZDV�FRQYLFWHG�LQ������RI�VHWWLQJ�D�¿UH�WKDW�NLOOHG�KLV����\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU��-L�<XQ�/HH���0U��/HH�KDG�WDNHQ�KLV�GDXJKWHU�
WR�D�.RUHDQ�%DSWLVW�FDPS�LQ�+HEURQ��3$��EHFDXVH�VKH�ZDV�KDYLQJ�VHULRXV�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV���+H�KRSHG�WKDW�WKH�GHPRQV�FRXOG�EH�
³SUD\HG�DZD\´�IURP�KLV�GDXJKWHU�DQG�DQ�DFWXDO�H[RUFLVP�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�

2Q�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�WKHLU�DUULYDO��DIWHU�0V��/HH�VWDWHG��³7KLV�SODFH�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�P\�WRPE�´�D�¿UH�HUXSWHG�LQ�WKH�FDELQ�WKH\�ZHUH�
VKDULQJ���0U��/HH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�HVFDSH��EXW�KLV�GDXJKWHU�ZDV�QRW���6KH�KDG�RQO\����FDUER[\KHPRJORELQ�LQ�KHU�EORRG�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKH�UHDGLQJ�
ZDV�WDNHQ��HUURQHRXVO\�DV�LW�WXUQV�RXW��DV�D�VLJQ�WKDW�VKH�KDG�EHHQ�PXUGHUHG�RU�SODFHG�³DW�GHDWKV�GRRU�´�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�QRZ�DFFHSWHG�
H[SODQDWLRQ�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�FORVH�WR�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�¿UH���,QYHVWLJDWRUV�IURP�WKH�3HQQV\OYDQLD�6WDWH�3ROLFH�DQG�D�SULYDWH�FRQVXOWDQW�FDPH�
WR�WKH�VFHQH�DQG�GHFODUHG�WKH�FDXVH�RI�WKH�¿UH�WR�EH�DUVRQ���7KH�SULYDWH�FRQVXOWDQW�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ������JDOORQV�RI�IXHO�RLO�
and 12.2 pounds of gasoline, even though none of the debris samples were positive for any ignitable liquid residue.

6RPH�LJQLWDEOH�OLTXLG�ZDV�IRXQG�RQ�0U��/HH¶V�VKLUW�DQG�QH[W�WR�WKH�¿OWHU�IRU�WKH�NHURVHQH�¿UHG�IXUQDFH���7KH�VWDWH¶V�FKHPLVW��ZKHQ�
DVNHG�LI�WKH�LJQLWDEOH�OLTXLG�UHVLGXHV�KH�GHWHFWHG�RQ�WKUHH�VDPSOHV�ZHUH�VLPLODU��HYDGHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DQG�VWDWHG��³7KH\�FRYHUHG�WKH�VDPH�
FDUERQ�QXPEHU�UDQJH�´��7KH�SURVHFXWRU�WKHQ�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�WKUHH�LJQLWDEOH�OLTXLG�UHVLGXHV�ZHUH�LGHQWLFDO�DQG�EHFDXVH�0U��/HH¶V�GHIHQVH�
ZDV�WKDW�WKH�GDXJKWHU�KDG�VHW�WKH�¿UH��WKH�SURVHFXWRU�DUJXHG�WKDW�VRPHERG\�KDG�PL[HG�WKH�DFFHOHUDQWV�WRJHWKHU�DQG�D�PHQWDOO\�LOO�JLUO�ZDV�
not smart enough to do that.

2YHU�WKH�QH[W����\HDUV��0U��/HH��ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�VHQWHQFHG�WR�OLIH�LQ�SULVRQ��FRQWLQXHG�WR�VHUYH�KLV�OLIH�VHQWHQFH���$IWHU�PDQ\�EDFN�
DQG�IRUWK�WULSV�WR�FRXUW��LQFOXGLQJ�D�¿YH�\HDU�KLDWXV�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�WKH�VWDWH�VLPSO\�LJQRUHG�WKH�FDVH�DQG�UHIXVHG�WR�UHVSRQG��WKH�7KLUG�
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the evidence must be given up for reanalysis.  It turns out that the chromatography, which could 

KDYH�EHHQ�H[DPLQHG�EDFN�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�¿UVW�UHTXHVWHG�KDG�EHHQ�³ORVW´�E\�WKH�GLVWULFW�DWWRUQH\��ZKR�KDG�LQH[SOLFDEO\�
WDNHQ�FXVWRG\�RI�WKLV�GDWD�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�QRUPDOO\�KDYH�EHHQ�VWRUHG�LQ�D�VWDWH�DUFKLYH���7HVWLQJ�RI�WKH�VDPSOHV�LQ������UHYHDOHG�VLJQL¿FDQW�
differences among the three samples and undermined the argument that somebody had mixed up several gallons of accelerant prior to 

WKH�¿UH�
7KH�RULJLQDO�¿UH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZDV�UHSOHWH�ZLWK�WKH�W\SHV�RI�HUURUV�WKDW�ZHUH�FRPPRQ�LQ�WKRVH�GD\V��DV�ZHOO�DV�VRPH�DGGLWLRQDO�HUURUV�

that defy understanding.

7KH�¿QDO�UXOLQJ��LVVXHG�-XQH�����������E\�0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJH�0DUWLQ�&DUOVRQ�JLYHV�PHDQLQJ�WR�WKH�WHUP�³SRHWLF�MXVWLFH�´
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