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F52 Defending Veterans:  Teaching Juries the True Costs of War, Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD), Adrenaline Addiction, and Deadly Drug Cocktails

Jose A. Baez, JD*, 2020 Ponce De Leon Boulevard, Miami, FL 33134; and Donald E. Shelton, JD, PhD, 500 S Harris Street, Saline, 
MI 48176

After attending this presentation, attendees will learn about the nature of conveying to juries the psychology of returning from war, 

toxicological challenges, and overcoming bias against veterans in the criminal justice system.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�LQIRUPLQJ�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�SUDFWLWLRQHUV��ODZ\HUV��DQG�RWKHU�NH\�
FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�VWDNHKROGHUV�KRZ�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�WHOO�D�YHWHUDQ¶V�VWRU\�WR�MXGJHV�DQG�MXULHV�

This presentation will provide better understanding of the challenges facing many veterans returning from war when they enter our 

FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�VWDWLVWLFV�LQ�������RQH�LQ�WHQ�RI�DOO�WKH�LQPDWHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�KDYH�
VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\���2QH�RXW�RI�HYHU\�¿YH�FRPEDW�YHWHUDQV�UHWXUQLQJ�IURP�ZDU�LV�GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�376'���$V�RQH�FRPPHQWDWRU�VWDWHG���
³$�FHUWDLQ�QXPEHU�RI�YHWHUDQV�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV�ZLOO��LQYDULDEO\��HQG�XS�LQ�MDLO�RU�SULVRQ���$IWHU�9LHWQDP��WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�LQPDWHV�ZLWK�SULRU�PLOLWDU\�VHUYLFH�URVH�VWHDGLO\�XQWLO�UHDFKLQJ�D�SHDN�LQ�������ZKHQ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�LQ�¿YH�ZDV�D�YHWHUDQ���%\�������
PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�DOO�9LHWQDP�YHWHUDQV�GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�376'�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�DUUHVWHG��PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�WKLUG�UHSRUWHG�WKH\�
had been arrested multiple times.  Today veterans’ advocates fear that, unless they receive proper support, a similar epidemic may befall 

VROGLHUV�UHWXUQLQJ�IURP�,UDT�DQG�$IJKDQLVWDQ�´
2WKHU�YHWHUDQV�VXIIHU�IURP�DQ[LHW\��GUXJ��DQG�HYHQ�DGUHQDOLQ�DGGLFWLRQ���7KLV�KDV�SURPSWHG�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�VSHFLDOW\�³YHWHUDQV¶�

FRXUWV´�SRSSLQJ�XS�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�LQ�VWDWH�DQG�IHGHUDO�MXULVGLFWLRQV��RIWHQ�ZLWK�JUDQW�DVVLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW���8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
these intensive programs do not normally accept those veterans charged with violent crimes, leaving veterans to face judges and juries 

while dealing with a myriad of psychological and toxicological issues. 

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�GLVFXVV� WKH� ODQGPDUN�FDVH�RI�United States v. Gabriel Brown, a former Green Beret sniper turned serial 

EDQN�UREEHU��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�FDVHV�WKDW�VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�RQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQG�SUHVHQWLQJ�WR�MXGJHV�DQG�MXULHV�WKH�VWRULHV�RI�
WKRVH�VROGLHUV�ZKR�ZHQW�IURP�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�RXU�IUHHGRP�WR�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�YHU\�RZQ���%HVW�SUDFWLFHV�UHODWHG�WR�SUHVHQWLQJ�PLWLJDWLQJ�
information to judges and juries will be discussed.

Veterans, PTSD, Adrenaline Addiction


